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2020 challenged all of us—personally and professionally—to be nimble. At 

BWJP this experience pushed us to new ways of delivering quality consultation, 

training and technical assistance, and policy leadership throughout the country.

The annual report captures these prominent operational shifts, alongside our 

sustained commitment to improve various systems’ responses to gender-based 

violence. 2020 presented to us the reality that there is a copious amount of 

work left to be done in order to ensure meaningful access to all survivors of 

violence—regardless of race, language, gender identity, or the other myriad 

characteristics that too often lock victims out of relief. Our staff and board of 
directors remain committed to addressing these inequities.

In October, BWJP closed an important chapter in our own history, with the 

retirement of our founding Executive Director, Denise Gamache. We are grateful 

for her years of leadership and will build on her hard work in the years to come. 

Thank you to our donors, governmental and nonprofit partners, and survivors 
across the country; you make our work possible. We look forward to your 

continued support and partnership in 2021 and beyond.

In Solidarity, 

Amy Sánchez

Executive Director
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PROGRAM UPDATESProgram Highlights

Diving into the Digital

Our team at the National Center for Protection Orders and Full Faith and Credit 

(NCPOFFC) demonstrated their ability to quickly pivot to address the pandemic’s 

changes. With courts around the country closing or delaying proceedings, Millicent, 

Monica, and Sarah lost no time helping practitioners adapt to the new normal of 

protection order work. The three created webinars and other materials around 

remote court proceedings, and convened a meeting with other technical assistance 

providers to discuss work specific to the pandemic.

Sarah facilitated a webinar focused on providing advocacy during the pandemic, 

and quickly saw the immense demand for such critical information: Over 3,000 

people signed up, eager to learn about how they could modify their work in the 

wake of stay-at-home orders. This level of demand caused BWJP to take a fresh 

look at our technological infrastructure and make updates to increase our capacity 

moving forwards. Meanwhile, Monica Player collaborated with domestic violence 

and animal welfare communities from around the country to produce a factsheet 

and, eventually, a webinar on COVID-19, intimate partner violence, and pets. This 

time, BWJP’s network was ready for the wave of participants. 

Throughout 2020, Millicent, Monica, 

and Sarah received well-deserved 

praise for their quick, thoughtful 

efforts to ensure victim-survivors’ 
safety during the pandemic.

“What you and your colleagues do 

is incredible,” wrote one training 

participant, “and I am so glad we have 

people like you on our country’s side.” 
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BWJP published a report last April, as part of a three-year partnership with Palm 

Beach County, FL, on criminal justice responses to intimate partner violence. The 

report included an institutional analysis of certain law enforcement agencies and 

their responses to intimate partner violence across various jurisdictions. To obtain 

a balanced view of these agencies’ work, BWJP compared their policies and 

procedures to internal incident reports and national best practices on gender-based 

violence response. Perhaps even more importantly, BWJP also reached out to 

local community members.

The diverse experiences of Palm Beach County’s nearly 1.5 million residents could 

not be neglected. In order to capture these perspectives, BWJP organized four 

different listening sessions for survivors to speak candidly about their interactions 
with law enforcement. A consistent theme among survivors’ accounts was the 

impact of language on their experiences and outcomes. For instance, a Brazilian 

Portuguese speaker spoke about struggling through conversations with one 

agency’s sole Spanish-speaking officer. Most other victim-survivors did their best 
to communicate in English without language access support. One woman recalled 

that her story of being strangled was misunderstood by officers as an account of 
being “pushed,” due to the absence of interpreters. 

This institutional analysis uncovered a critical language-barrier issue, which 

provided the kindling needed for change. Local agencies who heard these stories 

were eager to improve; BWJP staff received dozens of comments from law 
enforcement professionals after publishing the report. Once the veil was lifted off of 
the language issue, one local police lieutenant 

was disillusioned to learn how impactful 

language access could be for survivors. An 

outpour of interest among law enforcement 

professionals laid the groundwork for an 

important collaboration with the Interpretation 

Technical Assistance Resource Center (ITARC). 

The partnership helped train officers to swiftly 
access interpretation support and has already 

helped improve outcomes for survivors of 

intimate partner violence in the area.

Talking Through Our Differences
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Once it became clear that the pandemic was here to stay, BWJP’s Improving 

Criminal Justice Responses (ICJR) team started a monthly discussion series. 

The calls, known affectionately as “Casual Fridays,” offered local and regional 
organizations receiving federal ICJR grants easy access to BWJP staff as technical 
assistance providers and networking opportunities with similar organizations 

around the country. Each month, between 10 and 15 attendees joined these 

meetings to process how their work has changed, build connections, and continue 

conversations alongside BWJP about critical, relevant topics.

A turning point in discussions of criminal justice came with the gruesome murder 

of Breonna Taylor at the hands of police. This murder, along with the countless 

other Black lives lost, highlighted the disproportionate failings of the civil and 

criminal justice systems when marginalized people—specifically, women of 
color—are involved. A multitude of career domestic violence and sexual assault 

activists reflected on the impacts that their work has had on survivors of color, and 
Casual Friday participants were no exception. Considering the widespread and 

long-term distrust of police among communities of color, should organizations like 

BWJP continue to prioritize systems work? And if not, could prioritizing alternative 

approaches to accountability undo the decades of progress that lawyers, activists, 

and survivors have gained in the justice system?

Such crucial questions led to the creation of a group, consisting mostly of women 

of color, who wanted to bring the conversation back to basics by focusing on the 

people at the center of all these debates: survivors.

The group arrived at the consensus that, no matter where battles are fought, they 

are fought on behalf of victim-survivors. Bringing this fundamental truth everywhere 

that we work, said BWJP’s own Sujata Warrier, will help us overcome the binary 

lines of thinking that many have fallen into, and which pit police and prisons against 

mediation and healing.

“It’s not ‘this or that,’ but both ‘this and that,’” explained Sujata.

The cohort took a brief hiatus from meeting over the holiday season, but aims to 

reconvene and move forward in early 2021. 

Recontextualizing and Recommitting
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In June of 2019, Dave Keck and Alicia Nichols at BWJP’s National Resource 

Center on Domestic Violence and Firearms (NRCDVF) were called in to New 

Mexico to train law enforcement officers. The state’s new law—which mirrored 
federal prohibitions on firearm possession by domestic abusers—was about to take 
effect starting July 1st. Over the next few weeks, Alicia and Dave worked across 
the state to make sure that officers everywhere were trained on evidence-based 
practices to enforce the new law. The law intended to ensure that the National 

Instant Criminal Background Check System 

(NICS) would be used consistently and 

effectively throughout the state, making 
information about individuals subject to 

firearms prohibitions available to all officers.

This example from New Mexico, which 

focused on implementing federal firearm 
prohibitions, highlights a focal point of the 

NRCDVF’s work since its founding.

However, over the past year, staff have 
come to realize that this work is only 

one piece of a much larger puzzle. With 

Breonna Taylor, George Floyd, and 

other high-profile murders in 2020, the 
shortcomings of relying too heavily on law 

enforcement intervention have come into 

relief. The NRCDVF has made a point of starting conversations around different 
methods of promoting community safety. As Director Dave Keck put it, “With 

COVID-19, the increase in gun sales and domestic violence have showed us that 

the status quo just isn’t enough anymore.”

Moving into 2021, the NRCDVF is hard at work exploring faith-, education- and 

public health-based methods of gun violence reduction, alongside their work with 

law enforcement around the country.

New Paths to Community Safety
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Making Progress around Due Process

Early in 2020, BWJP’s Custody project  submitted an amicus curiae brief to the 

United States Supreme Court. The brief urged them to review a lower court’s 

decision in Lamprell v. Stuckey, a case involving a custody dispute between two 

parents in New Mexico. A district court had given full custody of the couple’s child 

to the father, who was under investigation for minor sexual abuse at the time. 

The district court had based its decision on a third-party investigator’s report, 

but both the mother and father were prevented from reviewing or questioning the 

information in said report. This, BWJP argued, was a violation of the mother’s 

due process rights—a violation routinely committed across the country in similar 

family courts. The Supreme Court had a duty to take up this case to ensure a just 

outcome, as well as to set precedent on minimum due process guarantees that 

courts are required to meet in future custody cases.

The brief received praise from legal professionals across the country, who called 

it, “a work of art,” and “the strongest case that could have been made for granting 

[writ of certiorari].” BWJP will continue its track record of supporting and conducting 

important amicus work in the future, particularly in the field of indigenous 
sovereignty. For updates on our amicus work, visit BWJP.org’s news section.
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Yes We CAAN!

Building partnerships among staff from different organizations is critical to ending 
gender-based violence. One of our most compelling collaborations is CAAN, a 

highly-respected meeting among practitioners throughout the US. Two attendees 

wrote to us late last year to offer their praise and appreciation:

“The annual Coalition Advocates and Attorney Network (CAAN) meeting 

that BWJP hosts is always a must-attend event on our calendars. It 

provides an opportunity for us to hear about the innovative legislation 

that other states are moving forward, as well as the challenges and set-

backs. We always walk away with new ideas to bring home and explore 

implementing in California. The relationship building is another core 

component, giving us time to get to know our colleagues from other states, 

who we rarely spend time with in person. When the pandemic struck, the 

possibility of losing those opportunities to connect and come together 

was a huge disappointment. The BWJP new virtual structure with Zoom 

calls and guest speakers have sparked ideas for what we can do at the 

state level, and it’s been so nice to ‘see’ everyone on Zoom, as well as 

connect and engage in conversations in break out rooms. We are deeply 

appreciative to BWJP for finding ways to keep us connected even while 
we’re apart.“

-Krista Niemcyzk and Christine Smith, California Partnership to End   

Domestic Violence

If you’d like to learn more about CAAN, email technicalassistance@bwjp.org or 

call 800-901-0111 x1. We welcome your participation in this dynamic, proactive 

group.
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Finances

Revenues

$2,715,102
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Expenses

BWJP’s IRS Form 990 can be found on BWJP.org.

$2,749,778 
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Other Staff Expenses

Consulting and 
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Services
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Institutional Donors

Amazon Smile

Ann & Gordon Getty 

Foundation

Bartel Contracting

Benevity Community 

Impact Fund

Charities Aid 

Foundation of America 

Int’l Assoc Of Forensic 

Nurses 

Nunn’s Better Cookies

Target Corporation

United Way

Wells Fargo

Individual Donors

Guy Adamson

Mohammed Alabbadi 

Maggie Alby

Lisa Alexander

Kelli Alexis

Jessica Allen

Karen Allsup

Ana Maria Alvarez

Ali Andersen

Mimi Anderson

Vivian Andrews

Alexis Andrews

Katherine Anne

Mary Annerino

Elva Apodaca

Madelyne Apodaca-

Gonzalez

Amy Apodaca-Morrison

Nelson Arce

Colleen Aristizabal

Rose Arpagian

Jaimi Auchey

William Axelson

Meri Backensto

Valerie Bailey

Olivia Bailey

Karen Bain

Einar Bakken

Carlisle Bakondy

Tony Baldwin

Denise Barnett Wehr

Ann Barney

 Bartlett

Maryam Bashir

Anna Bates

Meghan Bayne

Jenn Beach

Terri Becherer

Michelle Beddor

Bridget Bennett

Nancy Bennett

Marco Berg

Linda Berglund

Cecilia Berman

Lesli Bernstein

Kelly Beth

Anne Bjerkness

Lisa Blackman

Annette Blanke Hinrichs

Nancy Blodgett

John Bottone 

Stephanie Bowen

Jack Bowling

Katie Bragg

Casey Brannigan

Susan Breall

Rebecca Brickey

David Brighton

Susan Broadway

Carolyn Brokaw

Melanie Broker

William Bronchick

Melanie Brooks

Paulette Brown

Janice Brown

Dan Buck

Priscilla Buckholz

Landon Budenholzer

Steve Burdick

Cindy Burdine

Ed Burkley

Charity Burris

Robert Cabot

Gloria Calderon

Aida Calderon

Christie Cange

Alysia Cappa

Brenda Carlo

Zelda Carlton

Mark Carrier

Karen Carroll

Danine Casper

Katie Cassens

Vanessa Castro

Kevin Cates

Carmen Chadeayne

Neve Cham

Cheryl Chamberlain 

Mueller

Nicole Charlie

Javi Chavez

Andrew Chelseth

Sue Chilson

Ares Christakis

Olivia Christenham

Tanya Christian

Manisha Chulani

Sarah Clark

James Clark

Tamara Clark

Sabrina Clarke

Suzanne Cliff
Tom Clifford
John Cluberton

Rick Cole

Jim Compton

Dawn Connelly

Jim Cooke

Joan Corcoran

Queyonna Cornelia-

Queen

Tom Cosner

James Cote

Joshua Cox

Sonia Cozzens 

Velasquez

Joanne Cramer

Danger Crane

Cheryl Creighton

Karen Cross

Gloria-Ann Crowder

Mandy Culp

Steve Cyr

Bobbi Danner

Scott David

Jo Lynn Davis

Morgan Day

Sherry Deaton

Rachel Dee

Terry Dee

Juanita Dee-Sanders

Brook Dely

Lorrie Dempke

Brandon Denneen

Daniel Dennison

Charles Depietri

Joelle Renee Detwiler

Tina Doell

Petra Dollet

Shannon Dominguez

Rachel Donnelly

Jeff Douglas
Colleen Duffy
Catherine Earley

Braxton Early

Felicha Early

Ellen Easterly

Tim Eichten

Corinna Ekberg

Nathan & Ina Eller

Rocky & Michelle Eller

Denise & Mark Ellis

Jason Engelhart

Camille English

Michael Erwin

Carrie Eutizi

Angela Evans

Allie Evans

Amber Everhart

Corrie Faith

Patrick Faley

Ronda Farnam

Maureen Farr

We are grateful to these supporters, who share our vision of a legal system that 

effectively responds to victim-survivors and their families.

Donors
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David Farvo

Jessica Fasnacht

Amina Fatima

Lori Ferguson

Michael Ferguson

Tim Ferman

Barbara Ferraro

Tim Fetters

Betty Finch

Melody Fisher

Sarah Fisher

Patricia Fitzwater

Julie Flaherty

Felicia Flores

Frank Flores

Linda Flores

Pennie Force

Sarah Fowler

Terry Fowler

Ben Frasier

Tony Frenier

Laukik Gadgil

Diane Galatowitsch

Alma Garcia

Jennye Garibaldi

Kristi Garrison

Barbara Gaudreau

Desiree Gautreaux

Elaine Marie Gibson

Alison Giffen
Serena Gil

Maria Gomez-Murphy

Marina Gorecki

Rachel Grant

Alicia Greaney

Amanda Griffin
Nancy Grundtner

Alyssa Gutierrez

Ginger Gutting

Jeannean Haase

Amy Hachinsky

Claire Hagarty

Kathy Hahn

Brad Hahn

Betsy Hale

Karra Hale

Kelly Hall

Linda Hallen

Ona Hanson-Gustafson

Melissa Harl

Barbara Harmer

Toni Harper

Ashley Harper

Karlene Harper

Jenny Harper

Robin Harting

Victoria Harting

Susan Hartinger

Susan Haskell

Carol Haymans

Joel Hazelquist

L. Heidy

 Heisler

Pete Hellinger

Lori Helman

Kim Hemker

Lorenzo Henderson

Scott Hendrickson

Nancy Henningfield
Matthew Hensley

Daniel Hernandez

Johnny Herode

Rebecca Heuerman

Adam Hinojosa

Nathaniel Hoier

Kim Holden

Naye Holland

David Houggy

Sharnon House

Spencer Hurley

Alise Inzerillo

Sameera Ishaq

Shadman Islem

Kelli Issler

Rebecca Ives

Veronica Jackson

Jake Jacobs

Tim James

Jeff James
Kenneth James

Kelley Jenkins

 Jette

Cyndi Jobin

Andrew John

Timothy Johnson

Cassie Johnson

Jonathan Johnson

RJ Johnson

Jeremy Johnson

Scott Johnson

Robert Jonak

Bobbi Jones

Leslie Jones

Catherine Joseph

Carol Jurrus

Monica Kabat

Lori Kahler

Safia Kahn
Marlan Karbo

Destiny Kasubaski

Katelyn Keegan-

Harding

Melisa Keels

Timothy Kelley

Brad Kelley

Melanie Kellner

Michelle Kemp 

Anderson 

Sharon Kemp

Tyler Kennedy

Dan Kern

Cliff Kern
Bill King

Pamela Kleinbeck-

Stevens

Diane Klinec

Meg Knodl

Matthew Koehn

Maggie Koehn

Zach Kolakowski

Marsha Kratzer

Rachel Krebs

Lakshmi Krishnakumar

Ryan Krumm

Joan Kuriansky

Lori Kuttler

Albert Kwetkoski

Amy Lamberton-Boss

Aspen Laneman

Jay Lanier

Natasha Largey

Natalie Larose

Lisa Laursen

Julie Lawlor-Salvati

Johnathan Leasure

Dan Leazer

Jenny Lee

Mari Lee-Clark

Tom Leeper

Lucinda Leija-Gonzales

Arthur Levy

Artimus Lewis

Janice Liberato

Crystal Lilley

Brian Limback

Kathleen Linta

Thomas Linta

Leslie Logan

Gianna Lohnn

Marilyn Longwell

Genessis Lopez

Erica Louden

Joseph Lowenfeld

Debbie Lunn

Barbara Lunsford

Stephanie Lustritz

Erin Lynn

Kim Lyons

Amanda MacDougall

David Mahood

Mike Males

Luanne Mannix

Jason Marcel

Kim Marchant

Taylor Marie

Dawn Marie

David Marin

Luis Mario

Vicci Marrero

Patricia Mart

Rhonda Martinson

Rhonda Mattingly

Maria May

Jordan Mays

Abbey McClellan

Caitlyn McCoy

Ryan McCreary

Millie McGonagill

Joyce McKellar

Jessie McNew

Rachel Meador

Carly Means

Melanie Medina

Mary E. Menard

Mona Menon

Andrea Meyer

Sheldon Meyers

Arily Michele 

Ellen Michele

Christina Michelle

Ernie Miller

J. Kelly Mills Burdsal

Bridget Mitchell

Kevin Molloy

Jasmine Mone

Angela Moore

Simone Morales

Jim Moss

Joseph Mudd

Lujane Mussadi

Sofia Nachon
Edita Nazareno

AJ Needham

Shane Nichols

Lisa Nigro

El Nimbuzr

Diane Norton

Cameron Obscura

TJ O’Connor

Yulia Oleynik



Battered Women’s Justice Project  13

Richard Olson

Jackson Onyemere

Celeste Ortiz

Doug Ottersberg

Cynthia Page

Allison Parker

Mark Parker

Diane Parker

Edella Parks

Rich Patton

Alvin Pedroche

Anasha Peebles

Chi Pelo

Ronald Perry

Mike Peterson

Bill Peterson

Kari Peterson

Pamela Plaisted

Lydia Porter

Bruce Prehn

Ryan Prevedel

Julian Price

Aleata Prince

Anna Quattrucci

Alison Quill

Mahreen Qureshi

Rosana Ramponi

Juan Rapido

Kristen Rau

Trish Rawls

Cole Reynolds

Molly Rice

Christine Richards

Kat Ripley

Kelley Rivers

Greg Rizan

Marilyn Roberts

Jennifer Robinson

Rob Rodehorst

Andrew Rodriguez

Kate Rohan

Ricky Rojas

Jeff La Rosa
Karen Roseberry

Kevin Ruff
Sandy Russell

C. Dello Russo

Lee Rutter

Dot Ryan

Lily Rybarczyk

Sheila Salamunovich

Eric Sanchez

Courtney Sanchez

Barb Sandage

Gary Sandage

Melissa Sangiacomo

Norma Santos

Darwin Santos

Andrea Scarabelli

Ryan Schildt

Christine Schmidt

Ysolt Schmidt

Jennifer Schmitt

James Schoeberl

Brian Schwarm

Lynne Scott

Lucille Scott

Alicia Scott

Oran Scott

Shannon Seaman 

Glover

Susan Searle

Andrea Andie Seydel

Dave Seymour

Vaibhavi Shah

Jerene Shaheed

Leanne Shaw

Michael Shaw

Nora Sheffield
Natalya Sheppard

Matt Sherman

Kristen Shiflett
Scott Shoemaker

Carrie Simpson-Petty

Nick Skripak

Brigitta Smith

FC Smith

Angela Smith

Shayla Smith

Terrie Smith

Faith Soto

Kim Sponsler

Melissa Staudinger

Jason Steiner

Chris Stephens

Leisa Stevens

Helen Stewart

James Sticha

Lisa Stites

Rosemary Stone

Sebastian Stranahan

Shelby Strong

Julie Suchoski

Amanda Suomi

Kalpna Suthar

Lisa Sylvester

Vincent Tamariz

Michele Tarzia

Phyllis Taylor

Doyle Teague

Jessie Tewinkel

Tyler Thomas

Eileen Thompson

Michele Tierney

Jean Tinge

Rachael Tinsley

Dorothy Tobin

Stephen Tomasky

Denise Townsend

Sandy Turner

Bill Turpin

Michael Tyrone

Cara Ungar

Sharon Urban

Shiveta Vaid

Susan Vanderweert

Cindy Vaughn Cole

Elliot Vidal

Rebecca Vietti

Kristen Wahamaki

Coley Walker

Susan Walsh

Dara Walsh

Daniel Wartalski

Natalie Washington

 Wasowski

Julie Watts

Deb Webb

Daryl Weiss

Katherine Welch

Doug West

Donna West

Jesse Wetherell

Hubert White

Amy White

James Williams

Chris Woo

Kimery Workman

John Wycked

Clarence Yuan

Pam Simms Jones 

Zimmerman

Jesi Zimmerman

Susie Zinn

Joanne Zitz

Manuel Zurita

Timothy Zwick


