
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

https://www.ncdbw.org/publications
http://www.ncdbw.org/experts_recordings.htm
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https://www.theduluthmodel.org/what-is-the-duluth-model/
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http://www.ncdbw.org/index.htm


 

 

Understand the difference 

between being credible and 

being convincing. 



 

 

If you work for an advocacy 

organization, make sure that you 

aren’t prohibited from working as an 

expert witness, even if you plan to do 

so on your own time. Some 

organizations have policies 

prohibiting employees from engaging 

in outside employment, particularly 

when that employment relies on the 

skills and experiences gained while 

working at the organization. 



 

 

How Scott prepared before testifying 

as an expert for the first time: 

I called a local prosecutor and public 

defender who were two of the best 

attorneys in my community. We all 

knew each other through the work of 

our local child advocacy center. I told 

them I had been called to testify in a 

different jurisdiction and wondered if 

they would be willing to question and 

grill me regarding my testimony to lay 

foundation as an expert on battering 

and it effects. They were both extremely 

helpful by giving me an understanding of 

their approach to testimony, strategies, 

and rules. After I was done, I had a 

picture of what was being asked of me 

and the time spent was essential in 

preparing me for my first trial. 
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http://www.ndaa.org/pdf/pub_introducing_expert_testimony.pdf


 

 



 

 



 

 

Working with the Attorney 

Domestic violence expert testimony is 

not “one size fits all.” The attorney and 
the expert need to prepare in advance 

to ensure clarity on how the expert will 

be used and the issues that will be 

addressed through expert testimony.  

 Do you have the information you 

need ahead of time to determine 

whether you are the right expert 

for the case? If you are the right 

expert, do you have the 

information you need to prepare 

to testify? 

 Do you have enough notice? 

 Is the lawyer going to adequately 

prepare you for trial? 

See Appendix 2 (Working with the 

Attorney: The Importance of Trial Prep) 

for questions to ask and planning tips. 

                                                        

http://www.ndaa.org/pdf/pub_introducing_expert_testimony.pdf


 

 

The National Clearinghouse 

has heard from other experts 

who believe that testifying 

frequently for both the 

prosecution and the defense 

tends to bolster their 

credibility in the eyes of the 

judge and jury. These experts 

believe that because they 

testify for both the 

prosecution and the defense, 

they are less likely to be 

perceived as advancing a 

personal or political agenda. 



 

 

Slide Presentation 

Some judges and jurisdictions allow 

the use of slides or other visual aids 

during expert testimony. Our purpose 

in providing slides to the prosecutor 

(see Appendix 4) is primarily to 

strengthen understanding of battering 

and the subject-matter that we 

typically testify to as expert witnesses. 

Slides may not be relevant in every 

case and whether they are used is a 

decision made by the prosecutor in 

consultation with the expert witness, 

subject to local court rules and 

practice. 



 

 



 

 

                                                        

http://www.vawnet.org/research/summary.php?doc_id=2061&find_type=web_desc_AR
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Battering 

 

Battering is a systematic, ongoing pattern of 

tactics such as intimidation, coercion, and 

violence, as well as other tactics of control to 

establish and maintain a relationship of 

dominance over an intimate partner. 
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