
Wheel of 
Intimate Partner 
Power and 
Control in the 
African 
American/Black 
Community*

THREATS, 
INTIMIDATION, 
COERCION

Using guilt of possible  
police violence. Using 
family, friends, 
neighbors to cause 
fear. “Snitches 
get stitches.”

Using skin tone, hair texture, body 
type, incest, shame, and stereotypes 

(angry, promiscuous, big mama, 
welfare queen) against her. Spitting to 
cause humiliation. Criticizing strength.    

ISOLATION
Loyalty trap, not wanting to send 

abuser to jail, told: “pray on it,” “don’t tell 
anyone your business, “the ‘man’

DENYING, 
BLAMING, 
MINIMIZING
Counting on victim to fight 
back, describing violence as 
mutual, normalizing violence, 
justifying the abuse by calling her 
an ‘angry black woman.’ “As long 
as everybody else is okay, I’m 
fine.” “Live and let live.”

USING 
CHILDREN

Calling her a bad mom. 
Telling kids to disrespect 

USING RELIGION
Using scripture and faith leaders to 
justify abuse. Preventing practicing 
faith or turning to faith community
for support or help.

USING 

Using cultural beliefs, such as   

Threats of: arrest, violence to other 
family members, calling authorities 
(public benefits, child services). 

Power & 
Control

won’t help you,” “What happens 
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The outer circle 
represents the structural 
societal level factors that 
most impact the African 
American/Black  
community in regards to 
intimate partner violence. 
These terms further reflect 
how historical trauma 
manifests in the 
community today.

The middle circle 
represents types of 
violence used by the 
batterer to reinforce 
control over their partner.

The inner spokes 
represent specific 
examples of how batterers 
exercise coercive control.

*Created by 
Black women for Black 
women

Adapted from the Power 
and Control Wheel 
developed by the 
Domestic Abuse 
Intervention Programs 
www.theduluthmodel.org 

ECONOMIC 
ABUSE

Taking/controlling money she earns 
or her welfare check. Blaming her 

and abuse mom. Questioning  
paternity. Ignoring custody 

agreements, withholding/controlling 
child support. Meddling with other 

intimate partner relationships. 
“An abusive parent is better 

than an absent parent.”
 

in this house stays 
in this house.”

“men are in charge” and “women 
should submit” to justify abuse. 
Using harmful sexist language (ho, a 
“B”) against her. Forcing her into 
traditional female roles (cleaning, 
cooking, child care). Toxic masculinity.  

MALE 
PRIVILEGE

she is the only or higher 
paid breadwinner in the 

home. Jeopardizing 
stable housing.

Interfering 
with her job. 

This project was supported by Grant No. 2017-WE-AX-0038 awarded by the Office on Violence Against Women, U.S. Department of Justice. The opinions, findings, 
conclusions, and recommendations expressed in this publication/program/exhibition are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the 

Department of Justice, Office on Violence Against Women.

because he is unable to support      
    her or family, especially when

EMOTIONAL 
ABUSE
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Resources for Further Exploration 

The Wheel of Intimate Partner Power & Control 

in the African American/Black Community 
 

The following resources were utilized by the New Orleans Blueprint for Safety Disparate 

Impact Strategic Planning Committee throughout the process of creating the Wheel of 

Intimate Partner Power & Control in the African American/Black Community. These 

resources may serve as a starting point for deeper learning and understanding of how 

the concepts on the outer circle of the Wheel intersect with Black women’s lived 

experiences of intimate partner violence. 

 

13th. Directed by Ava DuVernay, featuring Michelle Alexander, Cory Booker, Newt 

 Gingrich and several others, Kandoo Films, 2016. Netflix. URL 

 (www.netflix.com/title/80091741) (visual documentary). 

 

Alexander, Michelle. The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of 

Colorblindness. The New Press, 2010. 

 

“Assessing Organizational Racism.” Wisconsin Coalition Against Domestic Violence, 

  Coalition Chronicles, vol. 28, no. 3, 2010. Reprinted from Western States Center, 

 Dismantling Racism Project, Winter 2001.  

https://www.endabusewi.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Chronicles-28-3.pdf. 

 

Bent-Goodley, T. B. “Perceptions of Domestic Violence: A Dialogue with African 

 American Women.” Health & Social Work, vol. 29, no. 4, 2004, pp. 307– 

 316. 
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Bent-Goodley, T. B. “A Black Experience-Based Approach to Gender-Based Violence.” 

 Social Work, vol. 54, no. 3, 2009, pp. 262–269. 

 

Brenner Johnson, Hannah. “Transcending the Criminal Law’s ‘One Size Fits All’ 

 Response to Domestic Violence.” William & Mary Journal of Women and the Law, 

 vol. 19, 2013, pp. 301-351., 

 https://scholarship.law.wm.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?referer=https://www.goo

 gle.com/&httpsredir=1&article=1356&context=wmjowl. 

 

Coker, Donna. “Race, Poverty, and the Crime-Centered Response to Domestic 

 Violence.” Violence Against Women, vol. 10, no. 11, 2004, pp. 1331–1353. 

 

Collett, DeShana & Kerry Bradley. “Measuring Incidence and Factors Associated with 

 Intimate Partner Violence on African American Women: A Cultural Competence 

 Framework.” University of Kentucky, 2002. 

 http://www.uky.edu/~kdbrad2/Deshana.pdf. 

 

Collins, Patricia Hill. Black Feminist Thought: Knowledge, Consciousness, and the Politics 

 of Empowerment. Routledge Press, 2009. 

 

Crenshaw, Kimberle. “Mapping the Margins: Intersectionality, Identity Politics, and 

 Violence against Women of Color.” Stanford Law Review, vol. 43, no. 6, 1991, pp. 

 1241–1299. JSTOR, www.jstor.org/stable/1229039. 

 

Crenshaw, Kimberlé Williams. “Black Girls Matter: Pushed Out, Overpoliced and 

 Underprotected.” African American Policy Forum, Center for Intersectionality 

 and Social Policy Studies, Columbia Law School, 2015.   

 https://www.aapf.org/blackgirlsmatter.  

 

Crenshaw, Kimberlé Williams & Andrea J. Ritchie. “Say Her Name: Resisting Police 

 Brutality Against Black Women.” African American Policy Forum, Center for 

 Intersectionality and Social Policy Studies, Columbia Law School., 2015.  

https://www.aapf.org/sayhername.  

 

Davidson, B., Jenkins, P., & del Rio, C. “Battered Women Who Kill: An Analysis of Prior 

 Help-Seeking Behavior.” 1989. 
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“Domestic and Sexual Violence and Communities of Color.” Oregon Coalition Against 

 Domestic and Sexual Violence.  

 

“Domestic Violence in the African American Community.” National Association of Black 

 Social Workers, National Steering Committee, 2002. 

https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.nabsw.org/resource/resmgr/position_statements_ 

papers/domestic_violence_position_p.pdf. 

 

Feagin, Joe R., & Kimberley Ducey. Racist America: Roots, Current Realities, and Future 

Reparations. Routledge, 2018. 

 

Fitzgerald, Kathleen J. Recognizing Race and Ethnicity: Power, Privilege, and Inequality. 

 Westview Press, 2014.  

 

Harris-Perry, Melissa V. Sister Citizen: Shame, Stereotypes, and Black Women in 

 America. Yale University Press, 2011. 

 

Hirschel, J. D. Domestic Violence Cases: What Research Shows About Arrest and Dual 

 Arrest Rates. Washington D.C.: U.S. Dept. of Justice, Office of Justice Programs, 

 National Institute of Justice, 2008. 

 https://www.ojp.gov/sites/g/files/xyckuh241/files/media/document/222679.pdf.  

 

hooks, bell. Ain’t I A Woman: black women and feminism. South End Press, 1981. 

 

“How Racism Thrives in Human Service Organizations.” Seattle Human Services 

 Coalition, Identifying Institutional Racism Folio. Wisconsin Coalition Against 

  Domestic Violence, Coalition Chronicles, vol. 28, no. 3, 2010. 

  https://www.endabusewi.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Chronicles-28-3.pdf. 

 

Lovelace, Tonya. “What Is Cultural Competency.” Wisconsin Coalition Against Domestic 

 Violence, Coalition Chronicles, vol. 28, no. 3, 2010. 

  https://www.endabusewi.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Chronicles-28-3.pdf. 

 

Martinson, Lisa M. “An Analysis of Racism and Resources for African American Female 

 Victims of Domestic Violence in Wisconsin.” Wisconsin Women’s Law Journal, 

 vol. 16, 2001, pp. 259-285.  
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Pence, Ellen & Shamita Das Dasgupta. “Re-Examining ‘Battering’: Are All Acts of 

 Violence Against Intimate Partners the Same?” Praxis International, Inc., 2006. 

https://praxisinternational.org/wp-

content/uploads/2018/03/ReexaminingBattering-2.pdf   

 

Potter, Hillary. Battle Cries: Black Women and Intimate Partner Abuse. New York 

 University Press, 2008. 

 

Richie, Beth E. Compelled to Crime: The Gender Entrapment of Battered Black  

 Women. Routledge, 1996. 

 

Richie, Beth E. Arrested Justice: Black Women, Violence, and America’s Prison Nation. 

 New York University Press, 2012. 

 

Ruttenberng, Miriam H. “A Feminist Critique of Mandatory Arrest: An Analysis of Race 

 and Gender in Domestic Violence Policy.” The American University Journal of 

 Gender, Social Policy & the Law, vol. 2, no. 1, 1993, pp. 171-199. 

 https://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl/vol2/iss1/6/. 

 

Sokoloff, Natalie J. & Ida Dupont. “Domestic Violence at the Intersections of Race, Class, 

 and Gender.” Violence Against Women, vol. 11, no. 1, 2005, pp. 38-64. 

 

Sullivan, Cris M. & Maureen H. Rumptz. “Adjustment and Needs of African-American 

 Women Who Utilized a Domestic Violence Shelter.” Violence and Victims, vol. 9, 

 no. 3, 1994, pp. 275-286. 

 

Thompson, Vetta Sanders & Anita Bazile. “African American Attitudes toward Domestic 

 Violence and DV Assistance.” National Violence Against Women Prevention 

  Research Center, 2000. 

  http://www.musc.edu/vawprevention/research/attitudesdv.shtml. 

 

Wilkerson, Isabelle. The Warmth of Other Suns: The Epic Story of America’s Great 

 Migration. Random House, 2010. 

 

Williams, Oliver J. “Concepts in Creating Culturally Responsive Services for Supervised 

  Visitation Centers.” Institute on Domestic Violence in the African American 

  Community, 2007.  


