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Domestic Violence Victimization 

in the U.S.

• In a 2016/2017 national study, almost 1 in 2 women in the U.S., and about 40% of men, report having 
been subjected to contact sexual violence, physical violence and/or stalking by an intimate partner in 
their lifetime. Nearly a third of women and nearly a quarter of men report having been subjected to 
severe physical violence by an intimate partner during their lifetime.1

• Two in five women (41%) and 1 in 4 men (26%) report experiencing at least one impact from  
intimate partner violence in their lifetime. Among women subjected to intimate partner contact sexual 
violence, physical violence and/or stalking, 1 in 4 were fearful; 1 in 3 had PTSD symptoms; 1 in 3 were 
injured; and 1 in 8 needed medical care. Among men subjected to intimate partner contact sexual 
violence, physical violence and/or stalking; 1 in 13 were fearful; 1 in 7 had PTSD symptoms; 1 in 5 were 
injured; and 1 in 23 needed medical care.2

• 1 in 8 high school students reported being subjected to teen dating violence (physical, sexual, or 
both) within the last year. Among female high school students, 15% reported having been subjected 
to sexual dating violence and 10% reported having been subjected to physical dating violence within 
the preceding 12 months. Among male high school students, 4% reported having been subjected to 
sexual dating violence and 6.7% reported having been subjected to physical dating violence within the 
preceding 12 months.3

• Across 25 years, 92% of female homicide victims killed by a male o�ender were known to each other, 
62% of whom were killed by an intimate partner.4

 Defense Center for Criminalized 

Survivors

• 54% of Black women report having been subjected to contact sexual violence,  physical  
violence, and/or stalking by an intimate partner in their lifetime.5

• 58% of American Indian or Alaska Native women report having been subjected to contact 
sexual violence, physical violence, and/or stalking by an intimate partner in their lifetime.6

• Over 40% of Hispanic women report having been subjected to contact sexual violence, physical 
violence, and/or stalking by an intimate partner in their lifetime.7

• 48% of white women report having been subjected to contact sexual violence, physical 
violence, and/or stalking by an intimate partner in their lifetime.8

• Bisexual, gay and lesbian people are subjected to intimate partner violence (including  contact 
sexual violence, physical violence and/or stalking) at higher rates than heterosexual people. 
Bisexual women and men experienced the highest rates at 69% and 46% respectively.9
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Criminalized Survivors

At a Glance

The Realities for Criminalized Survivors

• It is well documented that experiencing abuse is a pipeline to incarceration.10

• 86 percent of jailed women report having experienced sexual violence in their lifetime, and 
77 percent report experiencing intimate partner violence.11

• Criminalized survivors are o�en arrested a�er defending themselves from their abusers or 
when their abusers force them to commit crimes. Survivors may also run into trouble with 
the law due to substance use stemming from trauma. Some survivors are criminalized for 
recanting reports of abuse when they feel unsafe participating in court proceedings.12

• The emphasis on mandatory arrest and prosecution in domestic violence cases brings 
many victims of battering into the system as defendants and has contributed to a significant 
increase in the proportion of girls entering the juvenile justice system.13

• Reliance on the criminal legal system as the primary response to violence against women 
has le� many victims of battering over-policed and under-protected. This has been 
particularly true for many women of color, immigrant women, lesbians, transgender 
and non-binary people, young women, sex workers, poor women, and other low-power, 
marginalized people.14

• In 2022, the imprisonment rate for Black women (64 per 100,000) was 1.6 times the rate of 
imprisonment for white women (40 per 100,000).15

• Women o�en face a lack of organized domestic violence-specific services while 
incarcerated. Few jails have programs in place to address women’s needs related to abuse 
and trauma.16

• The most commonly raised post-conviction issue in cases involving criminalized survivors 
is that trial counsel was ine�ective concerning the evidence of battering and its e�ects.17

• Pro-arrest and mandatory arrest policies have contributed to more and more victims 
being arrested. Further, abuse creates and contributes to conditions that make survivors 
vulnerable – such as the constant threat of physical and sexual harm, economic 
desperation, addiction, and trauma symptomology – that can increase the likelihood of a 
victim being arrested.18

• While not all formerly incarcerated women come from or return to underserved 
communities, the many who do end up facing a surplus of rules and requirements while 
usually having little or no access to community resources, including appropriate social and 
legal services.19 
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