
SAFeR
GAL Best Interest of the 

Child Responding Worsheets

© 2024 Battered Women’s Justice Project, St. Paul, MN

This project is supported by Award 15JOVW-22-GK-04032-MUMU and 15JOVW-23-GK-05127-MUMU from the 
Office on Violence Against Women, U.S. Department of Justice. The opinions, findings, conclusions 
and recommendations expressed herein are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the 

views of the U.S. Department of Justice.

Anadelle Martinez-Mulllen
Cross-Out



© 2024 Battered Women’s Justice Project, St. Paul, MN 

Nature/Context of Abuse Implications of Abuse Options & Interventions

Abuse of Victim?

Interference with Victim?

Abuser Parenting Deficits?

Abuser Co-Parenting Problems?

Code of Ala. §

Agreement or lack of agreement
of the parties on joint custody

Parent’s ability to cooperate with each
other

Parent’s ability to encourage contact
between the child and other parent

Geographic proximity of the parents to
each other

Note: The court may order a form of joint
custody without the consent of both
parents when it is in the best interest of
the child.

Monitor abuser's compliance

Establish self-executing terms

Limit abuser's decisionmaking

Limit/prohibit access to victim

Set benchmarks for modification

Strengthen child's support system

Other ______________________

Limit/monitor access to children*

See reverse side for more specifics

Children's Experience of Abuse?

Any history of, or potential for, child
abuse, spouse abuse, or kidnapping

Support victim's efforts to protect

Code of Ala. § 30-3-152 

RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RIGHTS & RESPONSIBILITY CASES 
ALABAMA

Shared Parenting

Risk of Harm/Lethality?

Best Interests of the Child

Victim's Parental Wellbeing

Children's Safety/Wellbeing

Is abuse an
issue?

What is the
abuser
doing?

What's the
effect on...?

What can
be done
about it?

Code of Ala. § 30-3-132
If court finding of domestic or family
violence:

Safety/well-being of child and victim-
parent

Perpetrator’s history of causing
harm/fear of harm to another person

https://plus.lexis.com/api/document/collection/statutes-legislation/id/5CCY-J3G1-6RDJ-700N-00000-00?cite=Code%20of%20Ala.%20%C2%A7%2030-3-152&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document/collection/statutes-legislation/id/5CCY-J3G1-6RDJ-700N-00000-00?cite=Code%20of%20Ala.%20%C2%A7%2030-3-152&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document/collection/statutes-legislation/id/5CCY-J3G1-6RDJ-700N-00000-00?cite=Code%20of%20Ala.%20%C2%A7%2030-3-152&context=1530671
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RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RIGHTS & RESPONSIBILITY CASES 
ALABAMA

EXAMPLES OF MORE SPECIFIC OPTIONS & INTERVENTIONS

LIMIT OR MONITOR ABUSIVE PARENT’S ACCESS TO CHILD OR VICTIM PARENT:

MONITOR AND ENFORCE ABUSIVE PARENT’S COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING PLAN:

REQUIRE ABUSIVE PARENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIAL INTERVENTIONS AND/OR SERVICES:

LIMIT ABUSIVE PARENT’S RULEMAKING OR DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY:

SUPPORT VICTIM PARENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILD:

STRENGTHEN CHILD’S SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT: 

Limit methods of communication (no in-person, telephonic or social media contact) 
Prescribe frequency and methods of communication (email only, text only, etc.) 
Restrict length and/or content of communication (1-page, 10-minutes, scope, etc.) 
Limit access to sensitive information (addresses, account numbers, SSNs, records) 
Issue and enforce no contact orders and orders for protection 
Require neutral exchange locations (school, place of business, etc.) 
Require third party exchanges (professional, friend, family member, etc.) 
Restrict visitation to designated location (grandparent’s home, public park, church) 
Restrict visitation to a geographical area (25-mile radius, in town, state, or country) 
Condition visitation on having third party present (professional, friend, family) 
Restrict what can happen during visitation (no alcohol or drugs, no weapons, etc.) 
Establish benchmarks for unsupervised access (no abuse, no threats, no violations)  
Condition access on compliance with established terms (sobriety, BIP, car seat, etc.) 
Appoint a post-visitation safety monitor to ensure visits are safe and go as planned
Periodically monitor and conduct risk and danger assessments 
Define consequences for non-compliance with access restrictions 
Other:

Grant sole legal custody to victim parent, with or without specified exceptions 
Grant parallel legal custody, with or without specified exceptions 
Appoint a parenting consultant to confer with abuser on all major decisions 
Appoint a parenting monitor to oversee and periodically assess abuser’s parenting 
Limit abuser’s ability to dispose of real or personal property or to dissipate assets 
Appoint a special master to monitor and effectuate property allocations 
Other: 

Conduct review hearings 
Establish schedule for abusive parent to demonstrate compliance with plan 
Set automatic consequences for non-compliance with parenting plan 
Appoint a compliance monitor at abusive parent’s cost 
Hold abusive parent accountable for unjustified, unexcused, intentional violations 
Other: 

Link parental decision-making authority to parental responsibility for child’s care 
Designate victim parent as the custodian of records 
Provide victim parent with information about available community-based resources 
Facilitate victim parent’s access to available community-based resources 
Establish self-executing parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Allow direct and expedited access to parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Establish automatic bill-paying processes for abuser’s financial obligations 
Delineate reasonable house rules 
Limit grounds upon which abuser may object to the victim’s parenting decisions 
Permit the victim to relocate with the child in accordance with the law

Refer abusive parent to batterer intervention for assessment and proper services 
Refer abusive parent to parenting after violence for assessment/proper services 
Other: 

Ensure that parenting plan accommodates child’s interests, activities and supports 
Provide sufficient parenting time flexibility to adapt to child’s age and social needs 
Structure parenting time to maintain access to child’s support system 
Connect child and victim parent to available community based resources
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Nature/Context of Abuse Implications of Abuse Options & Interventions

Abuse of Victim?

Interference with Victim?

Abuser Parenting Deficits?

Abuser Co-Parenting Problems?

Physical, emotional, mental,
religious, and social needs of child

Parent’s ability to meet child’s needs

Child’s preference

Length of time child has lived in stable
environment and maintaining continuity

Monitor abuser's compliance

Establish self-executing terms

Limit abuser's decisionmaking

Limit/prohibit access to victim

Set benchmarks for modification

Strengthen child's support system

Other ______________________

Limit/monitor access to children*

See reverse side for more specifics

Children's Experience of Abuse?

Love and affection between child and
each parent

Support victim's efforts to protect

AS 25.20.060–25.20.130 

RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RIGHTS & RESPONSIBILITY CASES 
ALASKA

Shared Parenting

Risk of Harm/Lethality?

Best Interests of the Child

Victim's Parental Wellbeing

Children's Safety/Wellbeing

Is abuse an
issue?

What is the
abuser
doing?

What's the
effect on...?

What can
be done
about it?

Parent’s ability to facilitate contact
between other parent and child

Evidence of domestic violence, child
abuse, or child neglect

Evidence of substance abuse by either
parent or other members of the home

Any other factors that the court
considers pertinent
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RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RIGHTS & RESPONSIBILITY CASES 
ALASKA

EXAMPLES OF MORE SPECIFIC OPTIONS & INTERVENTIONS

LIMIT OR MONITOR ABUSIVE PARENT’S ACCESS TO CHILD OR VICTIM PARENT:

MONITOR AND ENFORCE ABUSIVE PARENT’S COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING PLAN:

REQUIRE ABUSIVE PARENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIAL INTERVENTIONS AND/OR SERVICES:

LIMIT ABUSIVE PARENT’S RULEMAKING OR DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY:

SUPPORT VICTIM PARENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILD:

STRENGTHEN CHILD’S SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT: 

Limit methods of communication (no in-person, telephonic or social media contact) 
Prescribe frequency and methods of communication (email only, text only, etc.) 
Restrict length and/or content of communication (1-page, 10-minutes, scope, etc.) 
Limit access to sensitive information (addresses, account numbers, SSNs, records) 
Issue and enforce no contact orders and orders for protection 
Require neutral exchange locations (school, place of business, etc.) 
Require third party exchanges (professional, friend, family member, etc.) 
Restrict visitation to designated location (grandparent’s home, public park, church) 
Restrict visitation to a geographical area (25-mile radius, in town, state, or country) 
Condition visitation on having third party present (professional, friend, family) 
Restrict what can happen during visitation (no alcohol or drugs, no weapons, etc.) 
Establish benchmarks for unsupervised access (no abuse, no threats, no violations)  
Condition access on compliance with established terms (sobriety, BIP, car seat, etc.) 
Appoint a post-visitation safety monitor to ensure visits are safe and go as planned
Periodically monitor and conduct risk and danger assessments 
Define consequences for non-compliance with access restrictions 
Other:

Grant sole legal custody to victim parent, with or without specified exceptions 
Grant parallel legal custody, with or without specified exceptions 
Appoint a parenting consultant to confer with abuser on all major decisions 
Appoint a parenting monitor to oversee and periodically assess abuser’s parenting 
Limit abuser’s ability to dispose of real or personal property or to dissipate assets 
Appoint a special master to monitor and effectuate property allocations 
Other: 

Conduct review hearings 
Establish schedule for abusive parent to demonstrate compliance with plan 
Set automatic consequences for non-compliance with parenting plan 
Appoint a compliance monitor at abusive parent’s cost 
Hold abusive parent accountable for unjustified, unexcused, intentional violations 
Other: 

Link parental decision-making authority to parental responsibility for child’s care 
Designate victim parent as the custodian of records 
Provide victim parent with information about available community-based resources 
Facilitate victim parent’s access to available community-based resources 
Establish self-executing parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Allow direct and expedited access to parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Establish automatic bill-paying processes for abuser’s financial obligations 
Delineate reasonable house rules 
Limit grounds upon which abuser may object to the victim’s parenting decisions 
Permit the victim to relocate with the child in accordance with the law

Refer abusive parent to batterer intervention for assessment and proper services 
Refer abusive parent to parenting after violence for assessment/proper services 
Other: 

Ensure that parenting plan accommodates child’s interests, activities and supports 
Provide sufficient parenting time flexibility to adapt to child’s age and social needs 
Structure parenting time to maintain access to child’s support system 
Connect child and victim parent to available community based resources
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Nature/Context of Abuse Implications of Abuse Options & Interventions

Abuse of Victim?

Interference with Victim?

Abuser Parenting Deficits?

Abuser Co-Parenting Problems?

There is a rebuttable presumption
for the parent who is not a
perpetrator of domestic violence
to have custody in any location of
the parent’s choosing

Monitor abuser's compliance

Establish self-executing terms

Limit abuser's decisionmaking

Limit/prohibit access to victim

Set benchmarks for modification

Strengthen child's support system

Other ______________________

Limit/monitor access to children*

See reverse side for more specifics

Children's Experience of Abuse? Support victim's efforts to protect

A.S.C.A. § 47.0301

RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
AMERICAN SAMOA

Shared Parenting

Risk of Harm/Lethality?

Best Interests of the Child

Victim's Parental Wellbeing

Children's Safety/Wellbeing

Is abuse an
issue?

What is the
abuser
doing?

What's the
effect on...?

What can
be done
about it?

There is a rebuttable presumption
against a parent having sole or
joint custody if a court finds they
committed domestic or family
violence.
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RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
AMERICAN SAMOA

EXAMPLES OF MORE SPECIFIC OPTIONS & INTERVENTIONS

LIMIT OR MONITOR ABUSIVE PARENT’S ACCESS TO CHILD OR VICTIM PARENT:

MONITOR AND ENFORCE ABUSIVE PARENT’S COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING PLAN:

REQUIRE ABUSIVE PARENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIAL INTERVENTIONS AND/OR SERVICES:

LIMIT ABUSIVE PARENT’S RULEMAKING OR DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY:

SUPPORT VICTIM PARENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILD:

STRENGTHEN CHILD’S SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT: 

Limit methods of communication (no in-person, telephonic or social media contact) 
Prescribe frequency and methods of communication (email only, text only, etc.) 
Restrict length and/or content of communication (1-page, 10-minutes, scope, etc.) 
Limit access to sensitive information (addresses, account numbers, SSNs, records) 
Issue and enforce no contact orders and orders for protection 
Require neutral exchange locations (school, place of business, etc.) 
Require third party exchanges (professional, friend, family member, etc.) 
Restrict visitation to designated location (grandparent’s home, public park, church) 
Restrict visitation to a geographical area (25-mile radius, in town, state, or country) 
Condition visitation on having third party present (professional, friend, family) 
Restrict what can happen during visitation (no alcohol or drugs, no weapons, etc.) 
Establish benchmarks for unsupervised access (no abuse, no threats, no violations)  
Condition access on compliance with established terms (sobriety, BIP, car seat, etc.) 
Appoint a post-visitation safety monitor to ensure visits are safe and go as planned
Periodically monitor and conduct risk and danger assessments 
Define consequences for non-compliance with access restrictions 
Other:

Grant sole legal custody to victim parent, with or without specified exceptions 
Grant parallel legal custody, with or without specified exceptions 
Appoint a parenting consultant to confer with abuser on all major decisions 
Appoint a parenting monitor to oversee and periodically assess abuser’s parenting 
Limit abuser’s ability to dispose of real or personal property or to dissipate assets 
Appoint a special master to monitor and effectuate property allocations 
Other: 

Conduct review hearings 
Establish schedule for abusive parent to demonstrate compliance with plan 
Set automatic consequences for non-compliance with parenting plan 
Appoint a compliance monitor at abusive parent’s cost 
Hold abusive parent accountable for unjustified, unexcused, intentional violations 
Other: 

Link parental decision-making authority to parental responsibility for child’s care 
Designate victim parent as the custodian of records 
Provide victim parent with information about available community-based resources 
Facilitate victim parent’s access to available community-based resources 
Establish self-executing parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Allow direct and expedited access to parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Establish automatic bill-paying processes for abuser’s financial obligations 
Delineate reasonable house rules 
Limit grounds upon which abuser may object to the victim’s parenting decisions 
Permit the victim to relocate with the child in accordance with the law

Refer abusive parent to batterer intervention for assessment and proper services 
Refer abusive parent to parenting after violence for assessment/proper services 
Other: 

Ensure that parenting plan accommodates child’s interests, activities and supports 
Provide sufficient parenting time flexibility to adapt to child’s age and social needs 
Structure parenting time to maintain access to child’s support system 
Connect child and victim parent to available community based resources
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Nature/Context of Abuse Implications of Abuse Options & Interventions

Abuse of Victim?

Interference with Victim?

Abuser Parenting Deficits?

Abuser Co-Parenting Problems?

Relationship between parent and child

Interaction between child with each
parent and siblings

Child’s adjustment to home, school, etc.

Mental and physical health of all parties

Monitor abuser's compliance

Establish self-executing terms

Limit abuser's decisionmaking

Limit/prohibit access to victim

Set benchmarks for modification

Strengthen child's support system

Other ______________________

Limit/monitor access to children*

See reverse side for more specifics

Children's Experience of Abuse?

Wishes of the child

Support victim's efforts to protect

A.R.S. § 25-403

RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RIGHTS & RESPONSIBILITY CASES 
ARIZONA

Shared Parenting

Risk of Harm/Lethality?

Best Interests of the Child

Victim's Parental Wellbeing

Children's Safety/Wellbeing

Is abuse an
issue?

What is the
abuser
doing?

What's the
effect on...?

What can
be done
about it?

Parent’s willingness to facilitate contact
with other parent

Whether one parent intentionally
misled the court to cause unnecessary
delay etc.

Nature and extent of coercion or duress
used by a parent 

Whether there has been domestic
violence and/or child abuse

Parent comply with chapter 3, article 5
of this title

Parent convicted of false reporting of
child abuse or neglect
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RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RIGHTS & RESPONSIBILITY CASES 
ARIZONA

EXAMPLES OF MORE SPECIFIC OPTIONS & INTERVENTIONS

LIMIT OR MONITOR ABUSIVE PARENT’S ACCESS TO CHILD OR VICTIM PARENT:

MONITOR AND ENFORCE ABUSIVE PARENT’S COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING PLAN:

REQUIRE ABUSIVE PARENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIAL INTERVENTIONS AND/OR SERVICES:

LIMIT ABUSIVE PARENT’S RULEMAKING OR DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY:

SUPPORT VICTIM PARENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILD:

STRENGTHEN CHILD’S SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT: 

Limit methods of communication (no in-person, telephonic or social media contact) 
Prescribe frequency and methods of communication (email only, text only, etc.) 
Restrict length and/or content of communication (1-page, 10-minutes, scope, etc.) 
Limit access to sensitive information (addresses, account numbers, SSNs, records) 
Issue and enforce no contact orders and orders for protection 
Require neutral exchange locations (school, place of business, etc.) 
Require third party exchanges (professional, friend, family member, etc.) 
Restrict visitation to designated location (grandparent’s home, public park, church) 
Restrict visitation to a geographical area (25-mile radius, in town, state, or country) 
Condition visitation on having third party present (professional, friend, family) 
Restrict what can happen during visitation (no alcohol or drugs, no weapons, etc.) 
Establish benchmarks for unsupervised access (no abuse, no threats, no violations)  
Condition access on compliance with established terms (sobriety, BIP, car seat, etc.) 
Appoint a post-visitation safety monitor to ensure visits are safe and go as planned
Periodically monitor and conduct risk and danger assessments 
Define consequences for non-compliance with access restrictions 
Other:

Grant sole legal custody to victim parent, with or without specified exceptions 
Grant parallel legal custody, with or without specified exceptions 
Appoint a parenting consultant to confer with abuser on all major decisions 
Appoint a parenting monitor to oversee and periodically assess abuser’s parenting 
Limit abuser’s ability to dispose of real or personal property or to dissipate assets 
Appoint a special master to monitor and effectuate property allocations 
Other: 

Conduct review hearings 
Establish schedule for abusive parent to demonstrate compliance with plan 
Set automatic consequences for non-compliance with parenting plan 
Appoint a compliance monitor at abusive parent’s cost 
Hold abusive parent accountable for unjustified, unexcused, intentional violations 
Other: 

Link parental decision-making authority to parental responsibility for child’s care 
Designate victim parent as the custodian of records 
Provide victim parent with information about available community-based resources 
Facilitate victim parent’s access to available community-based resources 
Establish self-executing parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Allow direct and expedited access to parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Establish automatic bill-paying processes for abuser’s financial obligations 
Delineate reasonable house rules 
Limit grounds upon which abuser may object to the victim’s parenting decisions 
Permit the victim to relocate with the child in accordance with the law

Refer abusive parent to batterer intervention for assessment and proper services 
Refer abusive parent to parenting after violence for assessment/proper services 
Other: 

Ensure that parenting plan accommodates child’s interests, activities and supports 
Provide sufficient parenting time flexibility to adapt to child’s age and social needs 
Structure parenting time to maintain access to child’s support system 
Connect child and victim parent to available community based resources
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Nature/Context of Abuse Implications of Abuse Options & Interventions

Abuse of Victim?

Interference with Victim?

Abuser Parenting Deficits?

Abuser Co-Parenting Problems?

Parents’ parenting abilities

Child’s relationship with each parent

Parents’ ability to co-parent

Mental and physical health of all parties

Monitor abuser's compliance

Establish self-executing terms

Limit abuser's decisionmaking

Limit/prohibit access to victim

Set benchmarks for modification

Strengthen child's support system

Other ______________________

Limit/monitor access to children*

See reverse side for more specifics

Children's Experience of Abuse?

Child’s living situation including home,
school, and environment

Support victim's efforts to protect

Case law includes:

RESPONDING TO IPV IN CUSTODY AND VISITATION CASES 
ARKANSAS

Shared Parenting

Risk of Harm/Lethality?

Best Interests of the Child

Victim's Parental Wellbeing

Children's Safety/Wellbeing

Is abuse an
issue?

What is the
abuser
doing?

What's the
effect on...?

What can
be done
about it?

Ark. Code. § 9-13-101
There is a rebuttable presumption that
joint custody is in the best interest of the
child.

Child’s preference
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RESPONDING TO IPV IN CUSTODY AND VISITATION CASES 
ARKANSAS

EXAMPLES OF MORE SPECIFIC OPTIONS & INTERVENTIONS

LIMIT OR MONITOR ABUSIVE PARENT’S ACCESS TO CHILD OR VICTIM PARENT:

MONITOR AND ENFORCE ABUSIVE PARENT’S COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING PLAN:

REQUIRE ABUSIVE PARENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIAL INTERVENTIONS AND/OR SERVICES:

LIMIT ABUSIVE PARENT’S RULEMAKING OR DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY:

SUPPORT VICTIM PARENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILD:

STRENGTHEN CHILD’S SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT: 

Limit methods of communication (no in-person, telephonic or social media contact) 
Prescribe frequency and methods of communication (email only, text only, etc.) 
Restrict length and/or content of communication (1-page, 10-minutes, scope, etc.) 
Limit access to sensitive information (addresses, account numbers, SSNs, records) 
Issue and enforce no contact orders and orders for protection 
Require neutral exchange locations (school, place of business, etc.) 
Require third party exchanges (professional, friend, family member, etc.) 
Restrict visitation to designated location (grandparent’s home, public park, church) 
Restrict visitation to a geographical area (25-mile radius, in town, state, or country) 
Condition visitation on having third party present (professional, friend, family) 
Restrict what can happen during visitation (no alcohol or drugs, no weapons, etc.) 
Establish benchmarks for unsupervised access (no abuse, no threats, no violations)  
Condition access on compliance with established terms (sobriety, BIP, car seat, etc.) 
Appoint a post-visitation safety monitor to ensure visits are safe and go as planned
Periodically monitor and conduct risk and danger assessments 
Define consequences for non-compliance with access restrictions 
Other:

Grant sole legal custody to victim parent, with or without specified exceptions 
Grant parallel legal custody, with or without specified exceptions 
Appoint a parenting consultant to confer with abuser on all major decisions 
Appoint a parenting monitor to oversee and periodically assess abuser’s parenting 
Limit abuser’s ability to dispose of real or personal property or to dissipate assets 
Appoint a special master to monitor and effectuate property allocations 
Other: 

Conduct review hearings 
Establish schedule for abusive parent to demonstrate compliance with plan 
Set automatic consequences for non-compliance with parenting plan 
Appoint a compliance monitor at abusive parent’s cost 
Hold abusive parent accountable for unjustified, unexcused, intentional violations 
Other: 

Link parental decision-making authority to parental responsibility for child’s care 
Designate victim parent as the custodian of records 
Provide victim parent with information about available community-based resources 
Facilitate victim parent’s access to available community-based resources 
Establish self-executing parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Allow direct and expedited access to parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Establish automatic bill-paying processes for abuser’s financial obligations 
Delineate reasonable house rules 
Limit grounds upon which abuser may object to the victim’s parenting decisions 
Permit the victim to relocate with the child in accordance with the law

Refer abusive parent to batterer intervention for assessment and proper services 
Refer abusive parent to parenting after violence for assessment/proper services 
Other: 

Ensure that parenting plan accommodates child’s interests, activities and supports 
Provide sufficient parenting time flexibility to adapt to child’s age and social needs 
Structure parenting time to maintain access to child’s support system 
Connect child and victim parent to available community based resources



 

© 2024 Battered Women’s Justice Project, St. Paul, MN 

Nature/Context of Abuse Implications of Abuse Options & Interventions

Abuse of Victim?

Interference with Victim?

Abuser Parenting Deficits?

Abuser Co-Parenting Problems?

Health, safety, and welfare of the child

History of abuse by one parent  against
the other

Nature and amount of contact with both
parents

Monitor abuser's compliance

Establish self-executing terms

Limit abuser's decisionmaking

Limit/prohibit access to victim

Set benchmarks for modification

Strengthen child's support system

Other ______________________

Limit/monitor access to children*

See reverse side for more specifics

Children's Experience of Abuse?

Parental use of controlled substances
and/or alcohol

Support victim's efforts to protect

Cal. Fam. Code §3011

RESPONDING TO IPV IN CUSTODY AND VISITATION CASES 
CALIFORNIA

Shared Parenting

Risk of Harm/Lethality?

Best Interests of the Child

Victim's Parental Wellbeing

Children's Safety/Wellbeing

Is abuse an
issue?

What is the
abuser
doing?

What's the
effect on...?

What can
be done
about it?

There is a rebuttable presumption that
an award of sole or joint physical or
legal custody of a child to a person who
has perpetrated domestic violence is
detrimental to the best interests of the
child.

Cal. Fam. Code §3044



 © 2024 Battered Women’s Justice Project, St. Paul, MN 

 

This project is supported by Award 15JOVW-22-GK-04032-MUMU and 15JOVW-23-GK-05127-MUMU from the Office on Violence Against Women, U.S. Department of Justice. The opinions,
findings, conclusions and recommendations expressed herein are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the U.S. Department of Justice. 

RESPONDING TO IPV IN CUSTODY AND VISITATION CASES 
CALIFORNIA

EXAMPLES OF MORE SPECIFIC OPTIONS & INTERVENTIONS

LIMIT OR MONITOR ABUSIVE PARENT’S ACCESS TO CHILD OR VICTIM PARENT:

MONITOR AND ENFORCE ABUSIVE PARENT’S COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING PLAN:

REQUIRE ABUSIVE PARENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIAL INTERVENTIONS AND/OR SERVICES:

LIMIT ABUSIVE PARENT’S RULEMAKING OR DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY:

SUPPORT VICTIM PARENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILD:

STRENGTHEN CHILD’S SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT: 

Limit methods of communication (no in-person, telephonic or social media contact) 
Prescribe frequency and methods of communication (email only, text only, etc.) 
Restrict length and/or content of communication (1-page, 10-minutes, scope, etc.) 
Limit access to sensitive information (addresses, account numbers, SSNs, records) 
Issue and enforce no contact orders and orders for protection 
Require neutral exchange locations (school, place of business, etc.) 
Require third party exchanges (professional, friend, family member, etc.) 
Restrict visitation to designated location (grandparent’s home, public park, church) 
Restrict visitation to a geographical area (25-mile radius, in town, state, or country) 
Condition visitation on having third party present (professional, friend, family) 
Restrict what can happen during visitation (no alcohol or drugs, no weapons, etc.) 
Establish benchmarks for unsupervised access (no abuse, no threats, no violations)  
Condition access on compliance with established terms (sobriety, BIP, car seat, etc.) 
Appoint a post-visitation safety monitor to ensure visits are safe and go as planned
Periodically monitor and conduct risk and danger assessments 
Define consequences for non-compliance with access restrictions 
Other:

Grant sole legal custody to victim parent, with or without specified exceptions 
Grant parallel legal custody, with or without specified exceptions 
Appoint a parenting consultant to confer with abuser on all major decisions 
Appoint a parenting monitor to oversee and periodically assess abuser’s parenting 
Limit abuser’s ability to dispose of real or personal property or to dissipate assets 
Appoint a special master to monitor and effectuate property allocations 
Other: 

Conduct review hearings 
Establish schedule for abusive parent to demonstrate compliance with plan 
Set automatic consequences for non-compliance with parenting plan 
Appoint a compliance monitor at abusive parent’s cost 
Hold abusive parent accountable for unjustified, unexcused, intentional violations 
Other: 

Link parental decision-making authority to parental responsibility for child’s care 
Designate victim parent as the custodian of records 
Provide victim parent with information about available community-based resources 
Facilitate victim parent’s access to available community-based resources 
Establish self-executing parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Allow direct and expedited access to parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Establish automatic bill-paying processes for abuser’s financial obligations 
Delineate reasonable house rules 
Limit grounds upon which abuser may object to the victim’s parenting decisions 
Permit the victim to relocate with the child in accordance with the law

Refer abusive parent to batterer intervention for assessment and proper services 
Refer abusive parent to parenting after violence for assessment/proper services 
Other: 

Ensure that parenting plan accommodates child’s interests, activities and supports 
Provide sufficient parenting time flexibility to adapt to child’s age and social needs 
Structure parenting time to maintain access to child’s support system 
Connect child and victim parent to available community based resources
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Nature/Context of Abuse Implications of Abuse Options & Interventions

Abuse of Victim?

Interference with Victim?

Abuser Parenting Deficits?

Abuser Co-Parenting Problems?

Parents’ wishes

Child’s wishes

Relationship between child and parents
and siblings

Child’s adjustment to home, school etc.

Monitor abuser's compliance

Establish self-executing terms

Limit abuser's decisionmaking

Limit/prohibit access to victim

Set benchmarks for modification

Strengthen child's support system

Other ______________________

Limit/monitor access to children*

See reverse side for more specifics

Children's Experience of Abuse?

Any report related to domestic violence
submitted to the court

Support victim's efforts to protect

C.R.S. § 14-10-124(1.5)(a) 

RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
COLORADO

Shared Parenting

Risk of Harm/Lethality?

Best Interests of the Child

Victim's Parental Wellbeing

Children's Safety/Wellbeing

Is abuse an
issue?

What is the
abuser
doing?

What's the
effect on...?

What can
be done
about it?

Mental and physical health of all
parties

Ability of parents to facilitate relationship
between child and other parent

Child’s system of values, mutual support
etc.

Geographic proximity of the parties



 © 2024 Battered Women’s Justice Project, St. Paul, MN 

 

This project is supported by Award 15JOVW-22-GK-04032-MUMU and 15JOVW-23-GK-05127-MUMU from the Office on Violence Against Women, U.S. Department of Justice. The opinions,
findings, conclusions and recommendations expressed herein are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the U.S. Department of Justice. 

RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
COLORADO

EXAMPLES OF MORE SPECIFIC OPTIONS & INTERVENTIONS

LIMIT OR MONITOR ABUSIVE PARENT’S ACCESS TO CHILD OR VICTIM PARENT:

MONITOR AND ENFORCE ABUSIVE PARENT’S COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING PLAN:

REQUIRE ABUSIVE PARENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIAL INTERVENTIONS AND/OR SERVICES:

LIMIT ABUSIVE PARENT’S RULEMAKING OR DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY:

SUPPORT VICTIM PARENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILD:

STRENGTHEN CHILD’S SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT: 

Limit methods of communication (no in-person, telephonic or social media contact) 
Prescribe frequency and methods of communication (email only, text only, etc.) 
Restrict length and/or content of communication (1-page, 10-minutes, scope, etc.) 
Limit access to sensitive information (addresses, account numbers, SSNs, records) 
Issue and enforce no contact orders and orders for protection 
Require neutral exchange locations (school, place of business, etc.) 
Require third party exchanges (professional, friend, family member, etc.) 
Restrict visitation to designated location (grandparent’s home, public park, church) 
Restrict visitation to a geographical area (25-mile radius, in town, state, or country) 
Condition visitation on having third party present (professional, friend, family) 
Restrict what can happen during visitation (no alcohol or drugs, no weapons, etc.) 
Establish benchmarks for unsupervised access (no abuse, no threats, no violations)  
Condition access on compliance with established terms (sobriety, BIP, car seat, etc.) 
Appoint a post-visitation safety monitor to ensure visits are safe and go as planned
Periodically monitor and conduct risk and danger assessments 
Define consequences for non-compliance with access restrictions 
Other:

Grant sole legal custody to victim parent, with or without specified exceptions 
Grant parallel legal custody, with or without specified exceptions 
Appoint a parenting consultant to confer with abuser on all major decisions 
Appoint a parenting monitor to oversee and periodically assess abuser’s parenting 
Limit abuser’s ability to dispose of real or personal property or to dissipate assets 
Appoint a special master to monitor and effectuate property allocations 
Other: 

Conduct review hearings 
Establish schedule for abusive parent to demonstrate compliance with plan 
Set automatic consequences for non-compliance with parenting plan 
Appoint a compliance monitor at abusive parent’s cost 
Hold abusive parent accountable for unjustified, unexcused, intentional violations 
Other: 

Link parental decision-making authority to parental responsibility for child’s care 
Designate victim parent as the custodian of records 
Provide victim parent with information about available community-based resources 
Facilitate victim parent’s access to available community-based resources 
Establish self-executing parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Allow direct and expedited access to parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Establish automatic bill-paying processes for abuser’s financial obligations 
Delineate reasonable house rules 
Limit grounds upon which abuser may object to the victim’s parenting decisions 
Permit the victim to relocate with the child in accordance with the law

Refer abusive parent to batterer intervention for assessment and proper services 
Refer abusive parent to parenting after violence for assessment/proper services 
Other: 

Ensure that parenting plan accommodates child’s interests, activities and supports 
Provide sufficient parenting time flexibility to adapt to child’s age and social needs 
Structure parenting time to maintain access to child’s support system 
Connect child and victim parent to available community based resources
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Nature/Context of Abuse Implications of Abuse Options & Interventions

Abuse of Victim?

Interference with Victim?

Abuser Parenting Deficits?

Abuser Co-Parenting Problems?

Physical and emotional safety of child

Developmental needs of the child

Parental capacity to meet the needs of
the child

Wishes of the parents

Monitor abuser's compliance

Establish self-executing terms

Limit abuser's decisionmaking

Limit/prohibit access to victim

Set benchmarks for modification

Strengthen child's support system

Other ______________________

Limit/monitor access to children*

See reverse side for more specifics

Children's Experience of Abuse?

Preferences of the child

Support victim's efforts to protect

 Conn. Gen. Stat. §46b-56(c)

RESPONDING TO IPV IN CUSTODY AND VISITATION CASES 
CONNECTICUT

Shared Parenting

Risk of Harm/Lethality?

Best Interests of the Child

Victim's Parental Wellbeing

Children's Safety/Wellbeing

Is abuse an
issue?

What is the
abuser
doing?

What's the
effect on...?

What can
be done
about it?

Relationship between the child and
each parent, and any siblings

Ability of parents to facilitate relationship
between child and other parent

Any manipulation by or coercive behavior
between the parents

Parental ability to be actively involved in
the child’s life

Child’s adjustment to home, school etc.

Length of time that the child has lived in a
stable environment

Stability of the child’s existing residences

Mental and physical health of all parties

Child’s cultural background

Domestic violence, abuse, or neglect

Party completed parenting education
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RESPONDING TO IPV IN CUSTODY AND VISITATION CASES 
CONNECTICUT

EXAMPLES OF MORE SPECIFIC OPTIONS & INTERVENTIONS

LIMIT OR MONITOR ABUSIVE PARENT’S ACCESS TO CHILD OR VICTIM PARENT:

MONITOR AND ENFORCE ABUSIVE PARENT’S COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING PLAN:

REQUIRE ABUSIVE PARENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIAL INTERVENTIONS AND/OR SERVICES:

LIMIT ABUSIVE PARENT’S RULEMAKING OR DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY:

SUPPORT VICTIM PARENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILD:

STRENGTHEN CHILD’S SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT: 

Limit methods of communication (no in-person, telephonic or social media contact) 
Prescribe frequency and methods of communication (email only, text only, etc.) 
Restrict length and/or content of communication (1-page, 10-minutes, scope, etc.) 
Limit access to sensitive information (addresses, account numbers, SSNs, records) 
Issue and enforce no contact orders and orders for protection 
Require neutral exchange locations (school, place of business, etc.) 
Require third party exchanges (professional, friend, family member, etc.) 
Restrict visitation to designated location (grandparent’s home, public park, church) 
Restrict visitation to a geographical area (25-mile radius, in town, state, or country) 
Condition visitation on having third party present (professional, friend, family) 
Restrict what can happen during visitation (no alcohol or drugs, no weapons, etc.) 
Establish benchmarks for unsupervised access (no abuse, no threats, no violations)  
Condition access on compliance with established terms (sobriety, BIP, car seat, etc.) 
Appoint a post-visitation safety monitor to ensure visits are safe and go as planned
Periodically monitor and conduct risk and danger assessments 
Define consequences for non-compliance with access restrictions 
Other:

Grant sole legal custody to victim parent, with or without specified exceptions 
Grant parallel legal custody, with or without specified exceptions 
Appoint a parenting consultant to confer with abuser on all major decisions 
Appoint a parenting monitor to oversee and periodically assess abuser’s parenting 
Limit abuser’s ability to dispose of real or personal property or to dissipate assets 
Appoint a special master to monitor and effectuate property allocations 
Other: 

Conduct review hearings 
Establish schedule for abusive parent to demonstrate compliance with plan 
Set automatic consequences for non-compliance with parenting plan 
Appoint a compliance monitor at abusive parent’s cost 
Hold abusive parent accountable for unjustified, unexcused, intentional violations 
Other: 

Link parental decision-making authority to parental responsibility for child’s care 
Designate victim parent as the custodian of records 
Provide victim parent with information about available community-based resources 
Facilitate victim parent’s access to available community-based resources 
Establish self-executing parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Allow direct and expedited access to parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Establish automatic bill-paying processes for abuser’s financial obligations 
Delineate reasonable house rules 
Limit grounds upon which abuser may object to the victim’s parenting decisions 
Permit the victim to relocate with the child in accordance with the law

Refer abusive parent to batterer intervention for assessment and proper services 
Refer abusive parent to parenting after violence for assessment/proper services 
Other: 

Ensure that parenting plan accommodates child’s interests, activities and supports 
Provide sufficient parenting time flexibility to adapt to child’s age and social needs 
Structure parenting time to maintain access to child’s support system 
Connect child and victim parent to available community based resources
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Nature/Context of Abuse Implications of Abuse Options & Interventions

Abuse of Victim?

Interference with Victim?

Abuser Parenting Deficits?

Abuser Co-Parenting Problems?

Parents’ wishes

Child’s wishes

Relationship between child and parents,
siblings, grandparents etc.

Child’s adjustment to home, school etc.

Monitor abuser's compliance

Establish self-executing terms

Limit abuser's decisionmaking

Limit/prohibit access to victim

Set benchmarks for modification

Strengthen child's support system

Other ______________________

Limit/monitor access to children*

See reverse side for more specifics

Children's Experience of Abuse?

Evidence of domestic violence

Support victim's efforts to protect

Del. Code § 722

RESPONDING TO IPV IN LEGAL CUSTODY AND RESIDENTIAL ARRANGMENT CASES 
DELAWARE

Shared Parenting

Risk of Harm/Lethality?

Best Interests of the Child

Victim's Parental Wellbeing

Children's Safety/Wellbeing

Is abuse an
issue?

What is the
abuser
doing?

What's the
effect on...?

What can
be done
about it?

Mental and physical health of all
parties

Criminal history of any party

Past and present compliance by both
parents with their rights and
responsibilities
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RESPONDING TO IPV IN LEGAL CUSTODY AND RESIDENTIAL ARRANGMENT CASES 
DELAWARE

EXAMPLES OF MORE SPECIFIC OPTIONS & INTERVENTIONS

LIMIT OR MONITOR ABUSIVE PARENT’S ACCESS TO CHILD OR VICTIM PARENT:

MONITOR AND ENFORCE ABUSIVE PARENT’S COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING PLAN:

REQUIRE ABUSIVE PARENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIAL INTERVENTIONS AND/OR SERVICES:

LIMIT ABUSIVE PARENT’S RULEMAKING OR DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY:

SUPPORT VICTIM PARENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILD:

STRENGTHEN CHILD’S SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT: 

Limit methods of communication (no in-person, telephonic or social media contact) 
Prescribe frequency and methods of communication (email only, text only, etc.) 
Restrict length and/or content of communication (1-page, 10-minutes, scope, etc.) 
Limit access to sensitive information (addresses, account numbers, SSNs, records) 
Issue and enforce no contact orders and orders for protection 
Require neutral exchange locations (school, place of business, etc.) 
Require third party exchanges (professional, friend, family member, etc.) 
Restrict visitation to designated location (grandparent’s home, public park, church) 
Restrict visitation to a geographical area (25-mile radius, in town, state, or country) 
Condition visitation on having third party present (professional, friend, family) 
Restrict what can happen during visitation (no alcohol or drugs, no weapons, etc.) 
Establish benchmarks for unsupervised access (no abuse, no threats, no violations)  
Condition access on compliance with established terms (sobriety, BIP, car seat, etc.) 
Appoint a post-visitation safety monitor to ensure visits are safe and go as planned
Periodically monitor and conduct risk and danger assessments 
Define consequences for non-compliance with access restrictions 
Other:

Grant sole legal custody to victim parent, with or without specified exceptions 
Grant parallel legal custody, with or without specified exceptions 
Appoint a parenting consultant to confer with abuser on all major decisions 
Appoint a parenting monitor to oversee and periodically assess abuser’s parenting 
Limit abuser’s ability to dispose of real or personal property or to dissipate assets 
Appoint a special master to monitor and effectuate property allocations 
Other: 

Conduct review hearings 
Establish schedule for abusive parent to demonstrate compliance with plan 
Set automatic consequences for non-compliance with parenting plan 
Appoint a compliance monitor at abusive parent’s cost 
Hold abusive parent accountable for unjustified, unexcused, intentional violations 
Other: 

Link parental decision-making authority to parental responsibility for child’s care 
Designate victim parent as the custodian of records 
Provide victim parent with information about available community-based resources 
Facilitate victim parent’s access to available community-based resources 
Establish self-executing parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Allow direct and expedited access to parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Establish automatic bill-paying processes for abuser’s financial obligations 
Delineate reasonable house rules 
Limit grounds upon which abuser may object to the victim’s parenting decisions 
Permit the victim to relocate with the child in accordance with the law

Refer abusive parent to batterer intervention for assessment and proper services 
Refer abusive parent to parenting after violence for assessment/proper services 
Other: 

Ensure that parenting plan accommodates child’s interests, activities and supports 
Provide sufficient parenting time flexibility to adapt to child’s age and social needs 
Structure parenting time to maintain access to child’s support system 
Connect child and victim parent to available community based resources
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Nature/Context of Abuse Implications of Abuse Options & Interventions

Abuse of Victim?

Interference with Victim?

Abuser Parenting Deficits?

Abuser Co-Parenting Problems?

Preference of child

Division of parental responsibilities

Geographic viability of parenting plan

Monitor abuser's compliance

Establish self-executing terms

Limit abuser's decisionmaking

Limit/prohibit access to victim

Set benchmarks for modification

Strengthen child's support system

Other ______________________

Limit/monitor access to children*

See reverse side for more specifics

Children's Experience of Abuse?

Parental capacity to determine child’s
needs and parental knowledge of child

Support victim's efforts to protect

Fla. Stat. § 61.13(3)

RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITY CASES 
FLORIDA

Shared Parenting

Risk of Harm/Lethality?

Best Interests of the Child

Victim's Parental Wellbeing

Children's Safety/Wellbeing

Is abuse an
issue?

What is the
abuser
doing?

What's the
effect on...?

What can
be done
about it?

Parental capacity of each parent to
participate in child’s activities

Ability of parents to facilitate relationship
between child and other parent

Evidence that either parent knowingly
provided false info to the court re: DV

Parenting tasks performed by each parent

Child’s adjustment to home, school etc.

Length of time that child has lived in a
stable environment

Evidence of domestic violence, abuse etc.

Environment free of substance abuse

Refraining from discussing case with child

Parental ability to need child’s needs

Any other relevant factors

Moral fitness, mental health, physical
health of the parents

Parental capacity to provide routine

Parties abilities to communicate about
the child
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RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITY CASES 
FLORIDA

EXAMPLES OF MORE SPECIFIC OPTIONS & INTERVENTIONS

LIMIT OR MONITOR ABUSIVE PARENT’S ACCESS TO CHILD OR VICTIM PARENT:

MONITOR AND ENFORCE ABUSIVE PARENT’S COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING PLAN:

REQUIRE ABUSIVE PARENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIAL INTERVENTIONS AND/OR SERVICES:

LIMIT ABUSIVE PARENT’S RULEMAKING OR DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY:

SUPPORT VICTIM PARENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILD:

STRENGTHEN CHILD’S SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT: 

Limit methods of communication (no in-person, telephonic or social media contact) 
Prescribe frequency and methods of communication (email only, text only, etc.) 
Restrict length and/or content of communication (1-page, 10-minutes, scope, etc.) 
Limit access to sensitive information (addresses, account numbers, SSNs, records) 
Issue and enforce no contact orders and orders for protection 
Require neutral exchange locations (school, place of business, etc.) 
Require third party exchanges (professional, friend, family member, etc.) 
Restrict visitation to designated location (grandparent’s home, public park, church) 
Restrict visitation to a geographical area (25-mile radius, in town, state, or country) 
Condition visitation on having third party present (professional, friend, family) 
Restrict what can happen during visitation (no alcohol or drugs, no weapons, etc.) 
Establish benchmarks for unsupervised access (no abuse, no threats, no violations)  
Condition access on compliance with established terms (sobriety, BIP, car seat, etc.) 
Appoint a post-visitation safety monitor to ensure visits are safe and go as planned
Periodically monitor and conduct risk and danger assessments 
Define consequences for non-compliance with access restrictions 
Other:

Grant sole legal custody to victim parent, with or without specified exceptions 
Grant parallel legal custody, with or without specified exceptions 
Appoint a parenting consultant to confer with abuser on all major decisions 
Appoint a parenting monitor to oversee and periodically assess abuser’s parenting 
Limit abuser’s ability to dispose of real or personal property or to dissipate assets 
Appoint a special master to monitor and effectuate property allocations 
Other: 

Conduct review hearings 
Establish schedule for abusive parent to demonstrate compliance with plan 
Set automatic consequences for non-compliance with parenting plan 
Appoint a compliance monitor at abusive parent’s cost 
Hold abusive parent accountable for unjustified, unexcused, intentional violations 
Other: 

Link parental decision-making authority to parental responsibility for child’s care 
Designate victim parent as the custodian of records 
Provide victim parent with information about available community-based resources 
Facilitate victim parent’s access to available community-based resources 
Establish self-executing parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Allow direct and expedited access to parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Establish automatic bill-paying processes for abuser’s financial obligations 
Delineate reasonable house rules 
Limit grounds upon which abuser may object to the victim’s parenting decisions 
Permit the victim to relocate with the child in accordance with the law

Refer abusive parent to batterer intervention for assessment and proper services 
Refer abusive parent to parenting after violence for assessment/proper services 
Other: 

Ensure that parenting plan accommodates child’s interests, activities and supports 
Provide sufficient parenting time flexibility to adapt to child’s age and social needs 
Structure parenting time to maintain access to child’s support system 
Connect child and victim parent to available community based resources
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Nature/Context of Abuse Implications of Abuse Options & Interventions

Abuse of Victim?

Interference with Victim?

Abuser Parenting Deficits?

Abuser Co-Parenting Problems?

Mental and physical health of each parent

Home environment of each parent

Monitor abuser's compliance

Establish self-executing terms

Limit abuser's decisionmaking

Limit/prohibit access to victim

Set benchmarks for modification

Strengthen child's support system

Other ______________________

Limit/monitor access to children*

See reverse side for more specifics

Children's Experience of Abuse?

Parental capacity to determine child’s
needs, including education

Support victim's efforts to protect

O.C.G.A. § 19-9-3(a)(3)

RESPONDING TO IPV IN CUSTODY AND VISITATION CASES 
GEORGIA

Shared Parenting

Risk of Harm/Lethality?

Best Interests of the Child

Victim's Parental Wellbeing

Children's Safety/Wellbeing

Is abuse an
issue?

What is the
abuser
doing?

What's the
effect on...?

What can
be done
about it?

Parental involvement of each parent to
participate in child’s activities

Relationship between child and other
parent, siblings, etc.

Parent’s past performance and future
performance of parenting

Parental capacity to facilitate contact
between child and other parent

Support systems of each parent

Parental capacity to meet child’s basic
needs

Any recommendation by evaluator or GAL

Evidence of family violence or abuse

Home, school, community of the child

Parental knowledge of child’s needs

Capacity to provide continuity and
stability

Evidence of substance abuse

Parent’s employment schedule
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RESPONDING TO IPV IN CUSTODY AND VISITATION CASES 
GEORGIA

EXAMPLES OF MORE SPECIFIC OPTIONS & INTERVENTIONS

LIMIT OR MONITOR ABUSIVE PARENT’S ACCESS TO CHILD OR VICTIM PARENT:

MONITOR AND ENFORCE ABUSIVE PARENT’S COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING PLAN:

REQUIRE ABUSIVE PARENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIAL INTERVENTIONS AND/OR SERVICES:

LIMIT ABUSIVE PARENT’S RULEMAKING OR DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY:

SUPPORT VICTIM PARENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILD:

STRENGTHEN CHILD’S SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT: 

Limit methods of communication (no in-person, telephonic or social media contact) 
Prescribe frequency and methods of communication (email only, text only, etc.) 
Restrict length and/or content of communication (1-page, 10-minutes, scope, etc.) 
Limit access to sensitive information (addresses, account numbers, SSNs, records) 
Issue and enforce no contact orders and orders for protection 
Require neutral exchange locations (school, place of business, etc.) 
Require third party exchanges (professional, friend, family member, etc.) 
Restrict visitation to designated location (grandparent’s home, public park, church) 
Restrict visitation to a geographical area (25-mile radius, in town, state, or country) 
Condition visitation on having third party present (professional, friend, family) 
Restrict what can happen during visitation (no alcohol or drugs, no weapons, etc.) 
Establish benchmarks for unsupervised access (no abuse, no threats, no violations)  
Condition access on compliance with established terms (sobriety, BIP, car seat, etc.) 
Appoint a post-visitation safety monitor to ensure visits are safe and go as planned
Periodically monitor and conduct risk and danger assessments 
Define consequences for non-compliance with access restrictions 
Other:

Grant sole legal custody to victim parent, with or without specified exceptions 
Grant parallel legal custody, with or without specified exceptions 
Appoint a parenting consultant to confer with abuser on all major decisions 
Appoint a parenting monitor to oversee and periodically assess abuser’s parenting 
Limit abuser’s ability to dispose of real or personal property or to dissipate assets 
Appoint a special master to monitor and effectuate property allocations 
Other: 

Conduct review hearings 
Establish schedule for abusive parent to demonstrate compliance with plan 
Set automatic consequences for non-compliance with parenting plan 
Appoint a compliance monitor at abusive parent’s cost 
Hold abusive parent accountable for unjustified, unexcused, intentional violations 
Other: 

Link parental decision-making authority to parental responsibility for child’s care 
Designate victim parent as the custodian of records 
Provide victim parent with information about available community-based resources 
Facilitate victim parent’s access to available community-based resources 
Establish self-executing parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Allow direct and expedited access to parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Establish automatic bill-paying processes for abuser’s financial obligations 
Delineate reasonable house rules 
Limit grounds upon which abuser may object to the victim’s parenting decisions 
Permit the victim to relocate with the child in accordance with the law

Refer abusive parent to batterer intervention for assessment and proper services 
Refer abusive parent to parenting after violence for assessment/proper services 
Other: 

Ensure that parenting plan accommodates child’s interests, activities and supports 
Provide sufficient parenting time flexibility to adapt to child’s age and social needs 
Structure parenting time to maintain access to child’s support system 
Connect child and victim parent to available community based resources
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Nature/Context of Abuse Implications of Abuse Options & Interventions

Abuse of Victim?

Interference with Victim?

Abuser Parenting Deficits?

Abuser Co-Parenting Problems?

Parent that had de facto custody if their
home is fit

Both parents acceptance of a joint
custody plant

Monitor abuser's compliance

Establish self-executing terms

Limit abuser's decisionmaking

Limit/prohibit access to victim

Set benchmarks for modification

Strengthen child's support system

Other ______________________

Limit/monitor access to children*

See reverse side for more specifics

Children's Experience of Abuse? Support victim's efforts to protect

G.C.A. 19 § 8404

RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
GUAM

Shared Parenting

Risk of Harm/Lethality?

Best Interests of the Child

Victim's Parental Wellbeing

Children's Safety/Wellbeing

Is abuse an
issue?

What is the
abuser
doing?

What's the
effect on...?

What can
be done
about it?

Interference with the child’s school

Parents employment schedule

There is a rebuttable presumption against
parent who committed family violence
having custody or visitation 

Child’s wishes

Findings of a court ordered investigation

Expert testimony as to what is best for
the physical, mental, moral, and spiritual
well-being of the child
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RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
GUAM

EXAMPLES OF MORE SPECIFIC OPTIONS & INTERVENTIONS

LIMIT OR MONITOR ABUSIVE PARENT’S ACCESS TO CHILD OR VICTIM PARENT:

MONITOR AND ENFORCE ABUSIVE PARENT’S COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING PLAN:

REQUIRE ABUSIVE PARENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIAL INTERVENTIONS AND/OR SERVICES:

LIMIT ABUSIVE PARENT’S RULEMAKING OR DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY:

SUPPORT VICTIM PARENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILD:

STRENGTHEN CHILD’S SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT: 

Limit methods of communication (no in-person, telephonic or social media contact) 
Prescribe frequency and methods of communication (email only, text only, etc.) 
Restrict length and/or content of communication (1-page, 10-minutes, scope, etc.) 
Limit access to sensitive information (addresses, account numbers, SSNs, records) 
Issue and enforce no contact orders and orders for protection 
Require neutral exchange locations (school, place of business, etc.) 
Require third party exchanges (professional, friend, family member, etc.) 
Restrict visitation to designated location (grandparent’s home, public park, church) 
Restrict visitation to a geographical area (25-mile radius, in town, state, or country) 
Condition visitation on having third party present (professional, friend, family) 
Restrict what can happen during visitation (no alcohol or drugs, no weapons, etc.) 
Establish benchmarks for unsupervised access (no abuse, no threats, no violations)  
Condition access on compliance with established terms (sobriety, BIP, car seat, etc.) 
Appoint a post-visitation safety monitor to ensure visits are safe and go as planned
Periodically monitor and conduct risk and danger assessments 
Define consequences for non-compliance with access restrictions 
Other:

Grant sole legal custody to victim parent, with or without specified exceptions 
Grant parallel legal custody, with or without specified exceptions 
Appoint a parenting consultant to confer with abuser on all major decisions 
Appoint a parenting monitor to oversee and periodically assess abuser’s parenting 
Limit abuser’s ability to dispose of real or personal property or to dissipate assets 
Appoint a special master to monitor and effectuate property allocations 
Other: 

Conduct review hearings 
Establish schedule for abusive parent to demonstrate compliance with plan 
Set automatic consequences for non-compliance with parenting plan 
Appoint a compliance monitor at abusive parent’s cost 
Hold abusive parent accountable for unjustified, unexcused, intentional violations 
Other: 

Link parental decision-making authority to parental responsibility for child’s care 
Designate victim parent as the custodian of records 
Provide victim parent with information about available community-based resources 
Facilitate victim parent’s access to available community-based resources 
Establish self-executing parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Allow direct and expedited access to parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Establish automatic bill-paying processes for abuser’s financial obligations 
Delineate reasonable house rules 
Limit grounds upon which abuser may object to the victim’s parenting decisions 
Permit the victim to relocate with the child in accordance with the law

Refer abusive parent to batterer intervention for assessment and proper services 
Refer abusive parent to parenting after violence for assessment/proper services 
Other: 

Ensure that parenting plan accommodates child’s interests, activities and supports 
Provide sufficient parenting time flexibility to adapt to child’s age and social needs 
Structure parenting time to maintain access to child’s support system 
Connect child and victim parent to available community based resources
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Nature/Context of Abuse Implications of Abuse Options & Interventions

Abuse of Victim?

Interference with Victim?

Abuser Parenting Deficits?

Abuser Co-Parenting Problems?

Emotional needs of the child

Any history of neglect/emotional abuse
of child by parent

History of caregiving by each parent

Monitor abuser's compliance

Establish self-executing terms

Limit abuser's decisionmaking

Limit/prohibit access to victim

Set benchmarks for modification

Strengthen child's support system

Other ______________________

Limit/monitor access to children*

See reverse side for more specifics

Children's Experience of Abuse? Support victim's efforts to protect

Haw. Rev. Stat. Ann. §571-46

RESPONDING TO IPV IN CUSTODY AND VISITATION CASES 
HAWAII

Shared Parenting

Risk of Harm/Lethality?

Best Interests of the Child

Victim's Parental Wellbeing

Children's Safety/Wellbeing

Is abuse an
issue?

What is the
abuser
doing?

What's the
effect on...?

What can
be done
about it?

Parental capacity to facilitate family
connections (not considered if there is DV)

Any history of sexual/physical abuse of
child by parent

Parental capacity to separate their needs
from the child’s needs

Physical health needs of the child

Overall quality of parent-child relationship

Child’s needs for relationship with siblings

Any evidence of past or current
drug/alcohol use

Mental health of each parent

Areas and levels of conflict present in the
family

Parental misuse of protection from abuse
process

Parental cooperation in creating a plan
to meet child’s needs (not considered if
there is DV)

Safety needs of the child

Educational needs of the child
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RESPONDING TO IPV IN CUSTODY AND VISITATION CASES 
HAWAII

EXAMPLES OF MORE SPECIFIC OPTIONS & INTERVENTIONS

LIMIT OR MONITOR ABUSIVE PARENT’S ACCESS TO CHILD OR VICTIM PARENT:

MONITOR AND ENFORCE ABUSIVE PARENT’S COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING PLAN:

REQUIRE ABUSIVE PARENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIAL INTERVENTIONS AND/OR SERVICES:

LIMIT ABUSIVE PARENT’S RULEMAKING OR DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY:

SUPPORT VICTIM PARENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILD:

STRENGTHEN CHILD’S SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT: 

Limit methods of communication (no in-person, telephonic or social media contact) 
Prescribe frequency and methods of communication (email only, text only, etc.) 
Restrict length and/or content of communication (1-page, 10-minutes, scope, etc.) 
Limit access to sensitive information (addresses, account numbers, SSNs, records) 
Issue and enforce no contact orders and orders for protection 
Require neutral exchange locations (school, place of business, etc.) 
Require third party exchanges (professional, friend, family member, etc.) 
Restrict visitation to designated location (grandparent’s home, public park, church) 
Restrict visitation to a geographical area (25-mile radius, in town, state, or country) 
Condition visitation on having third party present (professional, friend, family) 
Restrict what can happen during visitation (no alcohol or drugs, no weapons, etc.) 
Establish benchmarks for unsupervised access (no abuse, no threats, no violations)  
Condition access on compliance with established terms (sobriety, BIP, car seat, etc.) 
Appoint a post-visitation safety monitor to ensure visits are safe and go as planned
Periodically monitor and conduct risk and danger assessments 
Define consequences for non-compliance with access restrictions 
Other:

Grant sole legal custody to victim parent, with or without specified exceptions 
Grant parallel legal custody, with or without specified exceptions 
Appoint a parenting consultant to confer with abuser on all major decisions 
Appoint a parenting monitor to oversee and periodically assess abuser’s parenting 
Limit abuser’s ability to dispose of real or personal property or to dissipate assets 
Appoint a special master to monitor and effectuate property allocations 
Other: 

Conduct review hearings 
Establish schedule for abusive parent to demonstrate compliance with plan 
Set automatic consequences for non-compliance with parenting plan 
Appoint a compliance monitor at abusive parent’s cost 
Hold abusive parent accountable for unjustified, unexcused, intentional violations 
Other: 

Link parental decision-making authority to parental responsibility for child’s care 
Designate victim parent as the custodian of records 
Provide victim parent with information about available community-based resources 
Facilitate victim parent’s access to available community-based resources 
Establish self-executing parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Allow direct and expedited access to parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Establish automatic bill-paying processes for abuser’s financial obligations 
Delineate reasonable house rules 
Limit grounds upon which abuser may object to the victim’s parenting decisions 
Permit the victim to relocate with the child in accordance with the law

Refer abusive parent to batterer intervention for assessment and proper services 
Refer abusive parent to parenting after violence for assessment/proper services 
Other: 

Ensure that parenting plan accommodates child’s interests, activities and supports 
Provide sufficient parenting time flexibility to adapt to child’s age and social needs 
Structure parenting time to maintain access to child’s support system 
Connect child and victim parent to available community based resources
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Nature/Context of Abuse Implications of Abuse Options & Interventions

Abuse of Victim?

Interference with Victim?

Abuser Parenting Deficits?

Abuser Co-Parenting Problems?

Wishes of the child

Need to promote stability in life of child

Monitor abuser's compliance

Establish self-executing terms

Limit abuser's decisionmaking

Limit/prohibit access to victim

Set benchmarks for modification

Strengthen child's support system

Other ______________________

Limit/monitor access to children*

See reverse side for more specifics

Children's Experience of Abuse?

Interaction of the child with his or her
parents and siblings

Support victim's efforts to protect

Idaho Code § 32-717

RESPONDING TO IPV IN CUSTODY CASES 
IDAHO

Shared Parenting

Risk of Harm/Lethality?

Best Interests of the Child

Victim's Parental Wellbeing

Children's Safety/Wellbeing

Is abuse an
issue?

What is the
abuser
doing?

What's the
effect on...?

What can
be done
about it?

Wishes of the parents

Child’s adjustment to home, school,
community

Domestic violence in the presence of
the child
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RESPONDING TO IPV IN CUSTODY CASES 
IDAHO

EXAMPLES OF MORE SPECIFIC OPTIONS & INTERVENTIONS

LIMIT OR MONITOR ABUSIVE PARENT’S ACCESS TO CHILD OR VICTIM PARENT:

MONITOR AND ENFORCE ABUSIVE PARENT’S COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING PLAN:

REQUIRE ABUSIVE PARENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIAL INTERVENTIONS AND/OR SERVICES:

LIMIT ABUSIVE PARENT’S RULEMAKING OR DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY:

SUPPORT VICTIM PARENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILD:

STRENGTHEN CHILD’S SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT: 

Limit methods of communication (no in-person, telephonic or social media contact) 
Prescribe frequency and methods of communication (email only, text only, etc.) 
Restrict length and/or content of communication (1-page, 10-minutes, scope, etc.) 
Limit access to sensitive information (addresses, account numbers, SSNs, records) 
Issue and enforce no contact orders and orders for protection 
Require neutral exchange locations (school, place of business, etc.) 
Require third party exchanges (professional, friend, family member, etc.) 
Restrict visitation to designated location (grandparent’s home, public park, church) 
Restrict visitation to a geographical area (25-mile radius, in town, state, or country) 
Condition visitation on having third party present (professional, friend, family) 
Restrict what can happen during visitation (no alcohol or drugs, no weapons, etc.) 
Establish benchmarks for unsupervised access (no abuse, no threats, no violations)  
Condition access on compliance with established terms (sobriety, BIP, car seat, etc.) 
Appoint a post-visitation safety monitor to ensure visits are safe and go as planned
Periodically monitor and conduct risk and danger assessments 
Define consequences for non-compliance with access restrictions 
Other:

Grant sole legal custody to victim parent, with or without specified exceptions 
Grant parallel legal custody, with or without specified exceptions 
Appoint a parenting consultant to confer with abuser on all major decisions 
Appoint a parenting monitor to oversee and periodically assess abuser’s parenting 
Limit abuser’s ability to dispose of real or personal property or to dissipate assets 
Appoint a special master to monitor and effectuate property allocations 
Other: 

Conduct review hearings 
Establish schedule for abusive parent to demonstrate compliance with plan 
Set automatic consequences for non-compliance with parenting plan 
Appoint a compliance monitor at abusive parent’s cost 
Hold abusive parent accountable for unjustified, unexcused, intentional violations 
Other: 

Link parental decision-making authority to parental responsibility for child’s care 
Designate victim parent as the custodian of records 
Provide victim parent with information about available community-based resources 
Facilitate victim parent’s access to available community-based resources 
Establish self-executing parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Allow direct and expedited access to parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Establish automatic bill-paying processes for abuser’s financial obligations 
Delineate reasonable house rules 
Limit grounds upon which abuser may object to the victim’s parenting decisions 
Permit the victim to relocate with the child in accordance with the law

Refer abusive parent to batterer intervention for assessment and proper services 
Refer abusive parent to parenting after violence for assessment/proper services 
Other: 

Ensure that parenting plan accommodates child’s interests, activities and supports 
Provide sufficient parenting time flexibility to adapt to child’s age and social needs 
Structure parenting time to maintain access to child’s support system 
Connect child and victim parent to available community based resources
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Is abuse an
issue?

What is the
abuser
doing?

What's the
effect on...?

What can
be done
about it?

Nature/Context of Abuse Implications of Abuse Options & Interventions

Abuse of Victim?

Interference with Victim?

Abuser Parenting Deficits?

Abuser Co-Parenting Problems? Shared Parenting

Risk of Harm/Lethality?

Best Interests of the Child

Victim's Parental Wellbeing

Wishes of the child and parents

Parental capacity to facilitate contact

Child’s adjustment to home, school

Mental/physical health of all parties

Parental capacity to cooperate

Any prior agreement between parents

Consideration of restriction under 603.10

Child’s needs

Existence of domestic abuse/child abuse

Monitor abuser's compliance

Establish self-executing terms

Limit abuser's decisionmaking

Limit/prohibit access to victim

Set benchmarks for modification

Strengthen child's support system

Other ______________________

Limit/monitor access to children*

See reverse side for more specifics

Children's Experience of Abuse? Children's Safety/Wellbeing Parental history of past decision making

Discretion for other reasonable factors 

Support victim's efforts to protect

750 ILCS 5/602.5

RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RIGHTS & RESPONSIBILITY CASES 
ILLINOIS
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RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RIGHTS & RESPONSIBILITY CASES 
ILLINOIS

EXAMPLES OF MORE SPECIFIC OPTIONS & INTERVENTIONS

LIMIT OR MONITOR ABUSIVE PARENT’S ACCESS TO CHILD OR VICTIM PARENT:

MONITOR AND ENFORCE ABUSIVE PARENT’S COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING PLAN:

REQUIRE ABUSIVE PARENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIAL INTERVENTIONS AND/OR SERVICES:

LIMIT ABUSIVE PARENT’S RULEMAKING OR DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY:

SUPPORT VICTIM PARENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILD:

STRENGTHEN CHILD’S SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT: 

Limit methods of communication (no in-person, telephonic or social media contact) 
Prescribe frequency and methods of communication (email only, text only, etc.) 
Restrict length and/or content of communication (1-page, 10-minutes, scope, etc.) 
Limit access to sensitive information (addresses, account numbers, SSNs, records) 
Issue and enforce no contact orders and orders for protection 
Require neutral exchange locations (school, place of business, etc.) 
Require third party exchanges (professional, friend, family member, etc.) 
Restrict visitation to designated location (grandparent’s home, public park, church) 
Restrict visitation to a geographical area (25-mile radius, in town, state, or country) 
Condition visitation on having third party present (professional, friend, family) 
Restrict what can happen during visitation (no alcohol or drugs, no weapons, etc.) 
Establish benchmarks for unsupervised access (no abuse, no threats, no violations)  
Condition access on compliance with established terms (sobriety, BIP, car seat, etc.) 
Appoint a post-visitation safety monitor to ensure visits are safe and go as planned
Periodically monitor and conduct risk and danger assessments 
Define consequences for non-compliance with access restrictions 
Other:

Grant sole legal custody to victim parent, with or without specified exceptions 
Grant parallel legal custody, with or without specified exceptions 
Appoint a parenting consultant to confer with abuser on all major decisions 
Appoint a parenting monitor to oversee and periodically assess abuser’s parenting 
Limit abuser’s ability to dispose of real or personal property or to dissipate assets 
Appoint a special master to monitor and effectuate property allocations 
Other: 

Conduct review hearings 
Establish schedule for abusive parent to demonstrate compliance with plan 
Set automatic consequences for non-compliance with parenting plan 
Appoint a compliance monitor at abusive parent’s cost 
Hold abusive parent accountable for unjustified, unexcused, intentional violations 
Other: 

Link parental decision-making authority to parental responsibility for child’s care 
Designate victim parent as the custodian of records 
Provide victim parent with information about available community-based resources 
Facilitate victim parent’s access to available community-based resources 
Establish self-executing parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Allow direct and expedited access to parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Establish automatic bill-paying processes for abuser’s financial obligations 
Delineate reasonable house rules 
Limit grounds upon which abuser may object to the victim’s parenting decisions 
Permit the victim to relocate with the child in accordance with the law

Refer abusive parent to batterer intervention for assessment and proper services 
Refer abusive parent to parenting after violence for assessment/proper services 
Other: 

Ensure that parenting plan accommodates child’s interests, activities and supports 
Provide sufficient parenting time flexibility to adapt to child’s age and social needs 
Structure parenting time to maintain access to child’s support system 
Connect child and victim parent to available community based resources
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Nature/Context of Abuse Implications of Abuse Options & Interventions

Abuse of Victim?

Interference with Victim?

Abuser Parenting Deficits?

Abuser Co-Parenting Problems?

Mental and physical health of all parties

Child’s adjustment to home, school etc.

Monitor abuser's compliance

Establish self-executing terms

Limit abuser's decisionmaking

Limit/prohibit access to victim

Set benchmarks for modification

Strengthen child's support system

Other ______________________

Limit/monitor access to children*

See reverse side for more specifics

Children's Experience of Abuse?

Wishes of the child’s parents

Support victim's efforts to protect

Ind. Code Ann.  § 31-17-2-8

RESPONDING TO IPV IN CUSTODY CASES 
INDIANA

Shared Parenting

Risk of Harm/Lethality?

Best Interests of the Child

Victim's Parental Wellbeing

Children's Safety/Wellbeing

Is abuse an
issue?

What is the
abuser
doing?

What's the
effect on...?

What can
be done
about it?

Evidence that the child has been cared
for by a de facto custodian 

Age amd sex of the child

Support systems of each parent

Child’s relationship with the parents and
siblings

Evidence of family violence or abuse

Wishes of the child

A designation in a power of attorney of
the child’s parent or de facto custodian
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RESPONDING TO IPV IN CUSTODY CASES 
INDIANA

EXAMPLES OF MORE SPECIFIC OPTIONS & INTERVENTIONS

LIMIT OR MONITOR ABUSIVE PARENT’S ACCESS TO CHILD OR VICTIM PARENT:

MONITOR AND ENFORCE ABUSIVE PARENT’S COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING PLAN:

REQUIRE ABUSIVE PARENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIAL INTERVENTIONS AND/OR SERVICES:

LIMIT ABUSIVE PARENT’S RULEMAKING OR DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY:

SUPPORT VICTIM PARENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILD:

STRENGTHEN CHILD’S SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT: 

Limit methods of communication (no in-person, telephonic or social media contact) 
Prescribe frequency and methods of communication (email only, text only, etc.) 
Restrict length and/or content of communication (1-page, 10-minutes, scope, etc.) 
Limit access to sensitive information (addresses, account numbers, SSNs, records) 
Issue and enforce no contact orders and orders for protection 
Require neutral exchange locations (school, place of business, etc.) 
Require third party exchanges (professional, friend, family member, etc.) 
Restrict visitation to designated location (grandparent’s home, public park, church) 
Restrict visitation to a geographical area (25-mile radius, in town, state, or country) 
Condition visitation on having third party present (professional, friend, family) 
Restrict what can happen during visitation (no alcohol or drugs, no weapons, etc.) 
Establish benchmarks for unsupervised access (no abuse, no threats, no violations)  
Condition access on compliance with established terms (sobriety, BIP, car seat, etc.) 
Appoint a post-visitation safety monitor to ensure visits are safe and go as planned
Periodically monitor and conduct risk and danger assessments 
Define consequences for non-compliance with access restrictions 
Other:

Grant sole legal custody to victim parent, with or without specified exceptions 
Grant parallel legal custody, with or without specified exceptions 
Appoint a parenting consultant to confer with abuser on all major decisions 
Appoint a parenting monitor to oversee and periodically assess abuser’s parenting 
Limit abuser’s ability to dispose of real or personal property or to dissipate assets 
Appoint a special master to monitor and effectuate property allocations 
Other: 

Conduct review hearings 
Establish schedule for abusive parent to demonstrate compliance with plan 
Set automatic consequences for non-compliance with parenting plan 
Appoint a compliance monitor at abusive parent’s cost 
Hold abusive parent accountable for unjustified, unexcused, intentional violations 
Other: 

Link parental decision-making authority to parental responsibility for child’s care 
Designate victim parent as the custodian of records 
Provide victim parent with information about available community-based resources 
Facilitate victim parent’s access to available community-based resources 
Establish self-executing parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Allow direct and expedited access to parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Establish automatic bill-paying processes for abuser’s financial obligations 
Delineate reasonable house rules 
Limit grounds upon which abuser may object to the victim’s parenting decisions 
Permit the victim to relocate with the child in accordance with the law

Refer abusive parent to batterer intervention for assessment and proper services 
Refer abusive parent to parenting after violence for assessment/proper services 
Other: 

Ensure that parenting plan accommodates child’s interests, activities and supports 
Provide sufficient parenting time flexibility to adapt to child’s age and social needs 
Structure parenting time to maintain access to child’s support system 
Connect child and victim parent to available community based resources
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Nature/Context of Abuse Implications of Abuse Options & Interventions

Abuse of Victim?

Interference with Victim?

Abuser Parenting Deficits?

Abuser Co-Parenting Problems?

Agreement or opposition to joint custody

Parental capacity to support the other
parent’s relationship with the child

Monitor abuser's compliance

Establish self-executing terms

Limit abuser's decisionmaking

Limit/prohibit access to victim

Set benchmarks for modification

Strengthen child's support system

Other ______________________

Limit/monitor access to children*

See reverse side for more specifics

Children's Experience of Abuse?

Psychological/emotional needs and
development of the child 

Support victim's efforts to protect

Iowa Code § 598.41(3)

RESPONDING TO IPV IN CUSTODY AND VISITATION CASES 
IOWA

Shared Parenting

Risk of Harm/Lethality?

Best Interests of the Child

Victim's Parental Wellbeing

Children's Safety/Wellbeing

Is abuse an
issue?

What is the
abuser
doing?

What's the
effect on...?

What can
be done
about it?

Geographic proximity of the parents

Parent is suitable custodian

Parent’s past performance and future
performance of parenting

Parent has allowed a person unsupervised
access to the child after knowing the
person is a sex offender

Wishes of the child

History of domestic violence

Parental capacity to communicate with
each other about the child

Safety concerns of child and other
parent
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RESPONDING TO IPV IN CUSTODY AND VISITATION CASES 
IOWA

EXAMPLES OF MORE SPECIFIC OPTIONS & INTERVENTIONS

LIMIT OR MONITOR ABUSIVE PARENT’S ACCESS TO CHILD OR VICTIM PARENT:

MONITOR AND ENFORCE ABUSIVE PARENT’S COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING PLAN:

REQUIRE ABUSIVE PARENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIAL INTERVENTIONS AND/OR SERVICES:

LIMIT ABUSIVE PARENT’S RULEMAKING OR DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY:

SUPPORT VICTIM PARENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILD:

STRENGTHEN CHILD’S SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT: 

Limit methods of communication (no in-person, telephonic or social media contact) 
Prescribe frequency and methods of communication (email only, text only, etc.) 
Restrict length and/or content of communication (1-page, 10-minutes, scope, etc.) 
Limit access to sensitive information (addresses, account numbers, SSNs, records) 
Issue and enforce no contact orders and orders for protection 
Require neutral exchange locations (school, place of business, etc.) 
Require third party exchanges (professional, friend, family member, etc.) 
Restrict visitation to designated location (grandparent’s home, public park, church) 
Restrict visitation to a geographical area (25-mile radius, in town, state, or country) 
Condition visitation on having third party present (professional, friend, family) 
Restrict what can happen during visitation (no alcohol or drugs, no weapons, etc.) 
Establish benchmarks for unsupervised access (no abuse, no threats, no violations)  
Condition access on compliance with established terms (sobriety, BIP, car seat, etc.) 
Appoint a post-visitation safety monitor to ensure visits are safe and go as planned
Periodically monitor and conduct risk and danger assessments 
Define consequences for non-compliance with access restrictions 
Other:

Grant sole legal custody to victim parent, with or without specified exceptions 
Grant parallel legal custody, with or without specified exceptions 
Appoint a parenting consultant to confer with abuser on all major decisions 
Appoint a parenting monitor to oversee and periodically assess abuser’s parenting 
Limit abuser’s ability to dispose of real or personal property or to dissipate assets 
Appoint a special master to monitor and effectuate property allocations 
Other: 

Conduct review hearings 
Establish schedule for abusive parent to demonstrate compliance with plan 
Set automatic consequences for non-compliance with parenting plan 
Appoint a compliance monitor at abusive parent’s cost 
Hold abusive parent accountable for unjustified, unexcused, intentional violations 
Other: 

Link parental decision-making authority to parental responsibility for child’s care 
Designate victim parent as the custodian of records 
Provide victim parent with information about available community-based resources 
Facilitate victim parent’s access to available community-based resources 
Establish self-executing parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Allow direct and expedited access to parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Establish automatic bill-paying processes for abuser’s financial obligations 
Delineate reasonable house rules 
Limit grounds upon which abuser may object to the victim’s parenting decisions 
Permit the victim to relocate with the child in accordance with the law

Refer abusive parent to batterer intervention for assessment and proper services 
Refer abusive parent to parenting after violence for assessment/proper services 
Other: 

Ensure that parenting plan accommodates child’s interests, activities and supports 
Provide sufficient parenting time flexibility to adapt to child’s age and social needs 
Structure parenting time to maintain access to child’s support system 
Connect child and victim parent to available community based resources
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Nature/Context of Abuse Implications of Abuse Options & Interventions

Abuse of Victim?

Interference with Victim?

Abuser Parenting Deficits?

Abuser Co-Parenting Problems?

Parental ability to facilitate contact
between child and other parent

Child’s emotional and physical needs

Monitor abuser's compliance

Establish self-executing terms

Limit abuser's decisionmaking

Limit/prohibit access to victim

Set benchmarks for modification

Strengthen child's support system

Other ______________________

Limit/monitor access to children*

See reverse side for more specifics

Children's Experience of Abuse?

Parent’s wishes

Support victim's efforts to protect

Kan. Stat. Ann. § 23-3203

RESPONDING TO IPV IN CUSTODY AND VISITATION CASES 
KANSAS

Shared Parenting

Risk of Harm/Lethality?

Best Interests of the Child

Victim's Parental Wellbeing

Children's Safety/Wellbeing

Is abuse an
issue?

What is the
abuser
doing?

What's the
effect on...?

What can
be done
about it?

Evidence of domestic abuse

Parent’s role/involvement with child before
and after separation

Location of parent’s homes and school

Sex offender registration of either parent,
or anyone residing with the parent

Child’s adjustment to home, school, etc.

Age of the child

Parental conviction of child abuse, or
anyone residing with the parent convicted
of child abuse

Child’s school activities

Child’s wishes

Child’s interaction/relationship to
parent, siblings, etc.

Parent’s ability to cooperate
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RESPONDING TO IPV IN CUSTODY AND VISITATION CASES 
KANSAS

EXAMPLES OF MORE SPECIFIC OPTIONS & INTERVENTIONS

LIMIT OR MONITOR ABUSIVE PARENT’S ACCESS TO CHILD OR VICTIM PARENT:

MONITOR AND ENFORCE ABUSIVE PARENT’S COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING PLAN:

REQUIRE ABUSIVE PARENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIAL INTERVENTIONS AND/OR SERVICES:

LIMIT ABUSIVE PARENT’S RULEMAKING OR DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY:

SUPPORT VICTIM PARENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILD:

STRENGTHEN CHILD’S SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT: 

Limit methods of communication (no in-person, telephonic or social media contact) 
Prescribe frequency and methods of communication (email only, text only, etc.) 
Restrict length and/or content of communication (1-page, 10-minutes, scope, etc.) 
Limit access to sensitive information (addresses, account numbers, SSNs, records) 
Issue and enforce no contact orders and orders for protection 
Require neutral exchange locations (school, place of business, etc.) 
Require third party exchanges (professional, friend, family member, etc.) 
Restrict visitation to designated location (grandparent’s home, public park, church) 
Restrict visitation to a geographical area (25-mile radius, in town, state, or country) 
Condition visitation on having third party present (professional, friend, family) 
Restrict what can happen during visitation (no alcohol or drugs, no weapons, etc.) 
Establish benchmarks for unsupervised access (no abuse, no threats, no violations)  
Condition access on compliance with established terms (sobriety, BIP, car seat, etc.) 
Appoint a post-visitation safety monitor to ensure visits are safe and go as planned
Periodically monitor and conduct risk and danger assessments 
Define consequences for non-compliance with access restrictions 
Other:

Grant sole legal custody to victim parent, with or without specified exceptions 
Grant parallel legal custody, with or without specified exceptions 
Appoint a parenting consultant to confer with abuser on all major decisions 
Appoint a parenting monitor to oversee and periodically assess abuser’s parenting 
Limit abuser’s ability to dispose of real or personal property or to dissipate assets 
Appoint a special master to monitor and effectuate property allocations 
Other: 

Conduct review hearings 
Establish schedule for abusive parent to demonstrate compliance with plan 
Set automatic consequences for non-compliance with parenting plan 
Appoint a compliance monitor at abusive parent’s cost 
Hold abusive parent accountable for unjustified, unexcused, intentional violations 
Other: 

Link parental decision-making authority to parental responsibility for child’s care 
Designate victim parent as the custodian of records 
Provide victim parent with information about available community-based resources 
Facilitate victim parent’s access to available community-based resources 
Establish self-executing parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Allow direct and expedited access to parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Establish automatic bill-paying processes for abuser’s financial obligations 
Delineate reasonable house rules 
Limit grounds upon which abuser may object to the victim’s parenting decisions 
Permit the victim to relocate with the child in accordance with the law

Refer abusive parent to batterer intervention for assessment and proper services 
Refer abusive parent to parenting after violence for assessment/proper services 
Other: 

Ensure that parenting plan accommodates child’s interests, activities and supports 
Provide sufficient parenting time flexibility to adapt to child’s age and social needs 
Structure parenting time to maintain access to child’s support system 
Connect child and victim parent to available community based resources
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Nature/Context of Abuse Implications of Abuse Options & Interventions

Abuse of Victim?

Interference with Victim?

Abuser Parenting Deficits?

Abuser Co-Parenting Problems?

Mental and physical health of each parent

Court finding of domestic violence & abuse

Monitor abuser's compliance

Establish self-executing terms

Limit abuser's decisionmaking

Limit/prohibit access to victim

Set benchmarks for modification

Strengthen child's support system

Other ______________________

Limit/monitor access to children*

See reverse side for more specifics

Children's Experience of Abuse?

Child’s wishes

Support victim's efforts to protect

Ken. Rev. Stat. § 403-270

RESPONDING TO IPV IN CUSTODY AND PARENTING TIME CASES 
KENTUCKY

Shared Parenting

Risk of Harm/Lethality?

Best Interests of the Child

Victim's Parental Wellbeing

Children's Safety/Wellbeing

Is abuse an
issue?

What is the
abuser
doing?

What's the
effect on...?

What can
be done
about it?

Parent’s wishes

Parental capacity to facilitate contact
between child and other parent

Involvement of any de facto custodian, and
parental intent of placing the child with de
facto custodian

Motivation of the adults participating in the
custody proceedings

Home, school, community of the child

Child’s relationship with parents, siblings,
etc.
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RRESPONDING TO IPV IN CUSTODY AND PARENTING TIME CASES 
KENTUCKY

EXAMPLES OF MORE SPECIFIC OPTIONS & INTERVENTIONS

LIMIT OR MONITOR ABUSIVE PARENT’S ACCESS TO CHILD OR VICTIM PARENT:

MONITOR AND ENFORCE ABUSIVE PARENT’S COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING PLAN:

REQUIRE ABUSIVE PARENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIAL INTERVENTIONS AND/OR SERVICES:

LIMIT ABUSIVE PARENT’S RULEMAKING OR DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY:

SUPPORT VICTIM PARENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILD:

STRENGTHEN CHILD’S SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT: 

Limit methods of communication (no in-person, telephonic or social media contact) 
Prescribe frequency and methods of communication (email only, text only, etc.) 
Restrict length and/or content of communication (1-page, 10-minutes, scope, etc.) 
Limit access to sensitive information (addresses, account numbers, SSNs, records) 
Issue and enforce no contact orders and orders for protection 
Require neutral exchange locations (school, place of business, etc.) 
Require third party exchanges (professional, friend, family member, etc.) 
Restrict visitation to designated location (grandparent’s home, public park, church) 
Restrict visitation to a geographical area (25-mile radius, in town, state, or country) 
Condition visitation on having third party present (professional, friend, family) 
Restrict what can happen during visitation (no alcohol or drugs, no weapons, etc.) 
Establish benchmarks for unsupervised access (no abuse, no threats, no violations)  
Condition access on compliance with established terms (sobriety, BIP, car seat, etc.) 
Appoint a post-visitation safety monitor to ensure visits are safe and go as planned
Periodically monitor and conduct risk and danger assessments 
Define consequences for non-compliance with access restrictions 
Other:

Grant sole legal custody to victim parent, with or without specified exceptions 
Grant parallel legal custody, with or without specified exceptions 
Appoint a parenting consultant to confer with abuser on all major decisions 
Appoint a parenting monitor to oversee and periodically assess abuser’s parenting 
Limit abuser’s ability to dispose of real or personal property or to dissipate assets 
Appoint a special master to monitor and effectuate property allocations 
Other: 

Conduct review hearings 
Establish schedule for abusive parent to demonstrate compliance with plan 
Set automatic consequences for non-compliance with parenting plan 
Appoint a compliance monitor at abusive parent’s cost 
Hold abusive parent accountable for unjustified, unexcused, intentional violations 
Other: 

Link parental decision-making authority to parental responsibility for child’s care 
Designate victim parent as the custodian of records 
Provide victim parent with information about available community-based resources 
Facilitate victim parent’s access to available community-based resources 
Establish self-executing parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Allow direct and expedited access to parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Establish automatic bill-paying processes for abuser’s financial obligations 
Delineate reasonable house rules 
Limit grounds upon which abuser may object to the victim’s parenting decisions 
Permit the victim to relocate with the child in accordance with the law

Refer abusive parent to batterer intervention for assessment and proper services 
Refer abusive parent to parenting after violence for assessment/proper services 
Other: 

Ensure that parenting plan accommodates child’s interests, activities and supports 
Provide sufficient parenting time flexibility to adapt to child’s age and social needs 
Structure parenting time to maintain access to child’s support system 
Connect child and victim parent to available community based resources
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Nature/Context of Abuse Implications of Abuse Options & Interventions

Abuse of Victim?

Interference with Victim?

Abuser Parenting Deficits?

Abuser Co-Parenting Problems?

Moral fitness of each parent

Length of time child has lived in stable
environment & continuing stability

Monitor abuser's compliance

Establish self-executing terms

Limit abuser's decisionmaking

Limit/prohibit access to victim

Set benchmarks for modification

Strengthen child's support system

Other ______________________

Limit/monitor access to children*

See reverse side for more specifics

Children's Experience of Abuse?

Emotional ties between parent and child

Support victim's efforts to protect

La. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 134

RESPONDING TO IPV IN CUSTODY AND VISITATION CASES 
LOUISIANA

Shared Parenting

Risk of Harm/Lethality?

Best Interests of the Child

Victim's Parental Wellbeing

Children's Safety/Wellbeing

Is abuse an
issue?

What is the
abuser
doing?

What's the
effect on...?

What can
be done
about it?

History of substance abuse, violence etc.

Potential for child to be abused

Parental capacity to provide basic needs

Child’s wishes

Permanence of (proposed) home

Child’s home, school, community etc.

Parental capacity to provide love, affection,
etc.

Mental/physical health of parents

Parental capacity to facilitate contact
between child and other parent

Geographic proximity between homes

History of caretaking

Note: If it is proven that one parent has
abused the other, the fact that the abused
parent suffers from the effects of the abuse
cannot be grounds for denying that parent
custody. 
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RESPONDING TO IPV IN CUSTODY AND VISITATION CASES 
LOUISIANA

EXAMPLES OF MORE SPECIFIC OPTIONS & INTERVENTIONS

LIMIT OR MONITOR ABUSIVE PARENT’S ACCESS TO CHILD OR VICTIM PARENT:

MONITOR AND ENFORCE ABUSIVE PARENT’S COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING PLAN:

REQUIRE ABUSIVE PARENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIAL INTERVENTIONS AND/OR SERVICES:

LIMIT ABUSIVE PARENT’S RULEMAKING OR DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY:

SUPPORT VICTIM PARENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILD:

STRENGTHEN CHILD’S SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT: 

Limit methods of communication (no in-person, telephonic or social media contact) 
Prescribe frequency and methods of communication (email only, text only, etc.) 
Restrict length and/or content of communication (1-page, 10-minutes, scope, etc.) 
Limit access to sensitive information (addresses, account numbers, SSNs, records) 
Issue and enforce no contact orders and orders for protection 
Require neutral exchange locations (school, place of business, etc.) 
Require third party exchanges (professional, friend, family member, etc.) 
Restrict visitation to designated location (grandparent’s home, public park, church) 
Restrict visitation to a geographical area (25-mile radius, in town, state, or country) 
Condition visitation on having third party present (professional, friend, family) 
Restrict what can happen during visitation (no alcohol or drugs, no weapons, etc.) 
Establish benchmarks for unsupervised access (no abuse, no threats, no violations)  
Condition access on compliance with established terms (sobriety, BIP, car seat, etc.) 
Appoint a post-visitation safety monitor to ensure visits are safe and go as planned
Periodically monitor and conduct risk and danger assessments 
Define consequences for non-compliance with access restrictions 
Other:

Grant sole legal custody to victim parent, with or without specified exceptions 
Grant parallel legal custody, with or without specified exceptions 
Appoint a parenting consultant to confer with abuser on all major decisions 
Appoint a parenting monitor to oversee and periodically assess abuser’s parenting 
Limit abuser’s ability to dispose of real or personal property or to dissipate assets 
Appoint a special master to monitor and effectuate property allocations 
Other: 

Conduct review hearings 
Establish schedule for abusive parent to demonstrate compliance with plan 
Set automatic consequences for non-compliance with parenting plan 
Appoint a compliance monitor at abusive parent’s cost 
Hold abusive parent accountable for unjustified, unexcused, intentional violations 
Other: 

Link parental decision-making authority to parental responsibility for child’s care 
Designate victim parent as the custodian of records 
Provide victim parent with information about available community-based resources 
Facilitate victim parent’s access to available community-based resources 
Establish self-executing parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Allow direct and expedited access to parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Establish automatic bill-paying processes for abuser’s financial obligations 
Delineate reasonable house rules 
Limit grounds upon which abuser may object to the victim’s parenting decisions 
Permit the victim to relocate with the child in accordance with the law

Refer abusive parent to batterer intervention for assessment and proper services 
Refer abusive parent to parenting after violence for assessment/proper services 
Other: 

Ensure that parenting plan accommodates child’s interests, activities and supports 
Provide sufficient parenting time flexibility to adapt to child’s age and social needs 
Structure parenting time to maintain access to child’s support system 
Connect child and victim parent to available community based resources
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Is abuse an
issue?

What is the
abuser
doing?

What's the
effect on...?

What can
be done
about it?

Nature/Context of Abuse Implications of Abuse Options & Interventions

Abuse of Victim?

Interference with Victim?

Abuser Parenting Deficits?

Abuser Co-Parenting Problems? Shared Parenting

Risk of Harm/Lethality?

Best Interests of the Child

Victim's Parental Wellbeing

Age of the child

Parental capacity to cooperate

Child's interactions/relationships

Wishes of the child

Child's current living arragements

Child'sadjustment to home, school

Effect on child if one parent has sole

Parental capacity to encourage contact

Existence of domestic abuse/child abuse

Monitor abuser's compliance

Establish self-executing terms

Limit abuser's decisionmaking

Limit/prohibit access to victim

Set benchmarks for modification

Strengthen child's support system

Other ______________________

Limit/monitor access to children*

See reverse side for more specifics

Children's Experience of Abuse? Children's Safety/Wellbeing Parental capacity to give love, affection

Discretion for other reasonable factors 

Support victim's efforts to protect

M.R.S. 19-A § 1653(3) 

RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RIGHTS & RESPONSIBILITY CASES 
MAINE 
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RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RIGHTS & RESPONSIBILITY CASES 
MAINE 

EXAMPLES OF MORE SPECIFIC OPTIONS & INTERVENTIONS

LIMIT OR MONITOR ABUSIVE PARENT’S ACCESS TO CHILD OR VICTIM PARENT:

MONITOR AND ENFORCE ABUSIVE PARENT’S COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING PLAN:

REQUIRE ABUSIVE PARENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIAL INTERVENTIONS AND/OR SERVICES:

LIMIT ABUSIVE PARENT’S RULEMAKING OR DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY:

SUPPORT VICTIM PARENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILD:

STRENGTHEN CHILD’S SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT: 

Limit methods of communication (no in-person, telephonic or social media contact) 
Prescribe frequency and methods of communication (email only, text only, etc.) 
Restrict length and/or content of communication (1-page, 10-minutes, scope, etc.) 
Limit access to sensitive information (addresses, account numbers, SSNs, records) 
Issue and enforce no contact orders and orders for protection 
Require neutral exchange locations (school, place of business, etc.) 
Require third party exchanges (professional, friend, family member, etc.) 
Restrict visitation to designated location (grandparent’s home, public park, church) 
Restrict visitation to a geographical area (25-mile radius, in town, state, or country) 
Condition visitation on having third party present (professional, friend, family) 
Restrict what can happen during visitation (no alcohol or drugs, no weapons, etc.) 
Establish benchmarks for unsupervised access (no abuse, no threats, no violations)  
Condition access on compliance with established terms (sobriety, BIP, car seat, etc.) 
Appoint a post-visitation safety monitor to ensure visits are safe and go as planned
Periodically monitor and conduct risk and danger assessments 
Define consequences for non-compliance with access restrictions 
Other:

Grant sole legal custody to victim parent, with or without specified exceptions 
Grant parallel legal custody, with or without specified exceptions 
Appoint a parenting consultant to confer with abuser on all major decisions 
Appoint a parenting monitor to oversee and periodically assess abuser’s parenting 
Limit abuser’s ability to dispose of real or personal property or to dissipate assets 
Appoint a special master to monitor and effectuate property allocations 
Other: 

Conduct review hearings 
Establish schedule for abusive parent to demonstrate compliance with plan 
Set automatic consequences for non-compliance with parenting plan 
Appoint a compliance monitor at abusive parent’s cost 
Hold abusive parent accountable for unjustified, unexcused, intentional violations 
Other: 

Link parental decision-making authority to parental responsibility for child’s care 
Designate victim parent as the custodian of records 
Provide victim parent with information about available community-based resources 
Facilitate victim parent’s access to available community-based resources 
Establish self-executing parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Allow direct and expedited access to parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Establish automatic bill-paying processes for abuser’s financial obligations 
Delineate reasonable house rules 
Limit grounds upon which abuser may object to the victim’s parenting decisions 
Permit the victim to relocate with the child in accordance with the law

Refer abusive parent to batterer intervention for assessment and proper services 
Refer abusive parent to parenting after violence for assessment/proper services 
Other: 

Ensure that parenting plan accommodates child’s interests, activities and supports 
Provide sufficient parenting time flexibility to adapt to child’s age and social needs 
Structure parenting time to maintain access to child’s support system 
Connect child and victim parent to available community based resources
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Nature/Context of Abuse Implications of Abuse Options & Interventions

Abuse of Victim?

Interference with Victim?

Abuser Parenting Deficits?

Abuser Co-Parenting Problems?

Child’s developmental needs

Child’s relationship with parent, siblings
etc. and ability to maintain those

Monitor abuser's compliance

Establish self-executing terms

Limit abuser's decisionmaking

Limit/prohibit access to victim

Set benchmarks for modification

Strengthen child's support system

Other ______________________

Limit/monitor access to children*

See reverse side for more specifics

Children's Experience of Abuse? Support victim's efforts to protect

Md. Fam. Law Action Rule
9-204.1

RESPONDING TO IPV IN CUSTODY AND PARENTING PLAN CASES 
MARYLAND

Shared Parenting

Risk of Harm/Lethality?

Best Interests of the Child

Victim's Parental Wellbeing

Children's Safety/Wellbeing

Is abuse an
issue?

What is the
abuser
doing?

What's the
effect on...?

What can
be done
about it?

Day to day needs of the child

Stability, health, welfare of child

Parental capacity to share rights and
responsibilities (communication)

Child’s emotional/physical security and
protection from conflict/abuse

Parental capacity to protect child from
conflict of parties

Parental capacity to place child’s needs
above their own

Parental capacity to facilitate contact
between child and other parent

Age of the child

Military deployment of a parent

Prior court orders or agreements

History of caretaking

Geographic proximity of parent’s homes

Child’s preference

Any other factor deemed appropriate

Also note caselaw: Montgomery County v.
Sanders, 38 Md.App. 406 (1978) and Taylor
v. Taylor, 306 Md. 290 (1986).
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RESPONDING TO IPV IN CUSTODY AND PARENTING PLAN CASES 
MARYLAND

EXAMPLES OF MORE SPECIFIC OPTIONS & INTERVENTIONS

LIMIT OR MONITOR ABUSIVE PARENT’S ACCESS TO CHILD OR VICTIM PARENT:

MONITOR AND ENFORCE ABUSIVE PARENT’S COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING PLAN:

REQUIRE ABUSIVE PARENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIAL INTERVENTIONS AND/OR SERVICES:

LIMIT ABUSIVE PARENT’S RULEMAKING OR DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY:

SUPPORT VICTIM PARENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILD:

STRENGTHEN CHILD’S SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT: 

Limit methods of communication (no in-person, telephonic or social media contact) 
Prescribe frequency and methods of communication (email only, text only, etc.) 
Restrict length and/or content of communication (1-page, 10-minutes, scope, etc.) 
Limit access to sensitive information (addresses, account numbers, SSNs, records) 
Issue and enforce no contact orders and orders for protection 
Require neutral exchange locations (school, place of business, etc.) 
Require third party exchanges (professional, friend, family member, etc.) 
Restrict visitation to designated location (grandparent’s home, public park, church) 
Restrict visitation to a geographical area (25-mile radius, in town, state, or country) 
Condition visitation on having third party present (professional, friend, family) 
Restrict what can happen during visitation (no alcohol or drugs, no weapons, etc.) 
Establish benchmarks for unsupervised access (no abuse, no threats, no violations)  
Condition access on compliance with established terms (sobriety, BIP, car seat, etc.) 
Appoint a post-visitation safety monitor to ensure visits are safe and go as planned
Periodically monitor and conduct risk and danger assessments 
Define consequences for non-compliance with access restrictions 
Other:

Grant sole legal custody to victim parent, with or without specified exceptions 
Grant parallel legal custody, with or without specified exceptions 
Appoint a parenting consultant to confer with abuser on all major decisions 
Appoint a parenting monitor to oversee and periodically assess abuser’s parenting 
Limit abuser’s ability to dispose of real or personal property or to dissipate assets 
Appoint a special master to monitor and effectuate property allocations 
Other: 

Conduct review hearings 
Establish schedule for abusive parent to demonstrate compliance with plan 
Set automatic consequences for non-compliance with parenting plan 
Appoint a compliance monitor at abusive parent’s cost 
Hold abusive parent accountable for unjustified, unexcused, intentional violations 
Other: 

Link parental decision-making authority to parental responsibility for child’s care 
Designate victim parent as the custodian of records 
Provide victim parent with information about available community-based resources 
Facilitate victim parent’s access to available community-based resources 
Establish self-executing parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Allow direct and expedited access to parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Establish automatic bill-paying processes for abuser’s financial obligations 
Delineate reasonable house rules 
Limit grounds upon which abuser may object to the victim’s parenting decisions 
Permit the victim to relocate with the child in accordance with the law

Refer abusive parent to batterer intervention for assessment and proper services 
Refer abusive parent to parenting after violence for assessment/proper services 
Other: 

Ensure that parenting plan accommodates child’s interests, activities and supports 
Provide sufficient parenting time flexibility to adapt to child’s age and social needs 
Structure parenting time to maintain access to child’s support system 
Connect child and victim parent to available community based resources
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Nature/Context of Abuse Implications of Abuse Options & Interventions

Abuse of Victim?

Interference with Victim?

Abuser Parenting Deficits?

Abuser Co-Parenting Problems?

Parental capacity to arrange for child care
when appripriate

Quality of schools in each parent’s
town

Monitor abuser's compliance

Establish self-executing terms

Limit abuser's decisionmaking

Limit/prohibit access to victim

Set benchmarks for modification

Strengthen child's support system

Other ______________________

Limit/monitor access to children*

See reverse side for more specifics

Children's Experience of Abuse? Support victim's efforts to protect

Common caselaw factors

RESPONDING TO IPV IN CUSTODY AND VISITATION CASES 
MASSACHUSETTS

Shared Parenting

Risk of Harm/Lethality?

Best Interests of the Child

Victim's Parental Wellbeing

Children's Safety/Wellbeing

Is abuse an
issue?

What is the
abuser
doing?

What's the
effect on...?

What can
be done
about it?

Whether child is thriving in current situation

Child’s school performance

Amount of quality time each parent can
send with child

Parental capacity to place child’s needs
above their own

Parental capacity to facilitate contact
between child and other parent

Mass. Ann. Laws, Title
III, chapter 208 §31A
In issuing any temporary or permanent
custody order, the probate and family
court shall consider evidence of past or
present abuse toward a parent or child as
a factor contrary to the best interest of the
child.
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RESPONDING TO IPV IN CUSTODY AND VISITATION CASES 
MASSACHUSETTS

EXAMPLES OF MORE SPECIFIC OPTIONS & INTERVENTIONS

LIMIT OR MONITOR ABUSIVE PARENT’S ACCESS TO CHILD OR VICTIM PARENT:

MONITOR AND ENFORCE ABUSIVE PARENT’S COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING PLAN:

REQUIRE ABUSIVE PARENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIAL INTERVENTIONS AND/OR SERVICES:

LIMIT ABUSIVE PARENT’S RULEMAKING OR DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY:

SUPPORT VICTIM PARENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILD:

STRENGTHEN CHILD’S SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT: 

Limit methods of communication (no in-person, telephonic or social media contact) 
Prescribe frequency and methods of communication (email only, text only, etc.) 
Restrict length and/or content of communication (1-page, 10-minutes, scope, etc.) 
Limit access to sensitive information (addresses, account numbers, SSNs, records) 
Issue and enforce no contact orders and orders for protection 
Require neutral exchange locations (school, place of business, etc.) 
Require third party exchanges (professional, friend, family member, etc.) 
Restrict visitation to designated location (grandparent’s home, public park, church) 
Restrict visitation to a geographical area (25-mile radius, in town, state, or country) 
Condition visitation on having third party present (professional, friend, family) 
Restrict what can happen during visitation (no alcohol or drugs, no weapons, etc.) 
Establish benchmarks for unsupervised access (no abuse, no threats, no violations)  
Condition access on compliance with established terms (sobriety, BIP, car seat, etc.) 
Appoint a post-visitation safety monitor to ensure visits are safe and go as planned
Periodically monitor and conduct risk and danger assessments 
Define consequences for non-compliance with access restrictions 
Other:

Grant sole legal custody to victim parent, with or without specified exceptions 
Grant parallel legal custody, with or without specified exceptions 
Appoint a parenting consultant to confer with abuser on all major decisions 
Appoint a parenting monitor to oversee and periodically assess abuser’s parenting 
Limit abuser’s ability to dispose of real or personal property or to dissipate assets 
Appoint a special master to monitor and effectuate property allocations 
Other: 

Conduct review hearings 
Establish schedule for abusive parent to demonstrate compliance with plan 
Set automatic consequences for non-compliance with parenting plan 
Appoint a compliance monitor at abusive parent’s cost 
Hold abusive parent accountable for unjustified, unexcused, intentional violations 
Other: 

Link parental decision-making authority to parental responsibility for child’s care 
Designate victim parent as the custodian of records 
Provide victim parent with information about available community-based resources 
Facilitate victim parent’s access to available community-based resources 
Establish self-executing parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Allow direct and expedited access to parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Establish automatic bill-paying processes for abuser’s financial obligations 
Delineate reasonable house rules 
Limit grounds upon which abuser may object to the victim’s parenting decisions 
Permit the victim to relocate with the child in accordance with the law

Refer abusive parent to batterer intervention for assessment and proper services 
Refer abusive parent to parenting after violence for assessment/proper services 
Other: 

Ensure that parenting plan accommodates child’s interests, activities and supports 
Provide sufficient parenting time flexibility to adapt to child’s age and social needs 
Structure parenting time to maintain access to child’s support system 
Connect child and victim parent to available community based resources
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Nature/Context of Abuse Implications of Abuse Options & Interventions

Abuse of Victim?

Interference with Victim?

Abuser Parenting Deficits?

Abuser Co-Parenting Problems?

Moral fitness of the parties involved

Length of time child has lived in stable
environment

Monitor abuser's compliance

Establish self-executing terms

Limit abuser's decisionmaking

Limit/prohibit access to victim

Set benchmarks for modification

Strengthen child's support system

Other ______________________

Limit/monitor access to children*

See reverse side for more specifics

Children's Experience of Abuse? Support victim's efforts to protect

Mich. Comp. Laws § 722.23

RESPONDING TO IPV IN CUSTODY AND PARENTING TIME CASES 
MICHIGAN

Shared Parenting

Risk of Harm/Lethality?

Best Interests of the Child

Victim's Parental Wellbeing

Children's Safety/Wellbeing

Is abuse an
issue?

What is the
abuser
doing?

What's the
effect on...?

What can
be done
about it?

Mental/physical health of parties involved

Love/affection between parties and child

Parental capacity to provide child basic
needs

Permanence of proposed home

Home, school, community of child

Parental capacity to give child
love/affection/guidance

Parental capacity to facilitate contact
between child and other parent

Domestic violence, whether witnessed by
the child or not

Child’s preference

Any other factor deemed appropriate
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RESPONDING TO IPV IN CUSTODY AND PARENTING TIME CASES 
MICHIGAN

EXAMPLES OF MORE SPECIFIC OPTIONS & INTERVENTIONS

LIMIT OR MONITOR ABUSIVE PARENT’S ACCESS TO CHILD OR VICTIM PARENT:

MONITOR AND ENFORCE ABUSIVE PARENT’S COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING PLAN:

REQUIRE ABUSIVE PARENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIAL INTERVENTIONS AND/OR SERVICES:

LIMIT ABUSIVE PARENT’S RULEMAKING OR DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY:

SUPPORT VICTIM PARENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILD:

STRENGTHEN CHILD’S SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT: 

Limit methods of communication (no in-person, telephonic or social media contact) 
Prescribe frequency and methods of communication (email only, text only, etc.) 
Restrict length and/or content of communication (1-page, 10-minutes, scope, etc.) 
Limit access to sensitive information (addresses, account numbers, SSNs, records) 
Issue and enforce no contact orders and orders for protection 
Require neutral exchange locations (school, place of business, etc.) 
Require third party exchanges (professional, friend, family member, etc.) 
Restrict visitation to designated location (grandparent’s home, public park, church) 
Restrict visitation to a geographical area (25-mile radius, in town, state, or country) 
Condition visitation on having third party present (professional, friend, family) 
Restrict what can happen during visitation (no alcohol or drugs, no weapons, etc.) 
Establish benchmarks for unsupervised access (no abuse, no threats, no violations)  
Condition access on compliance with established terms (sobriety, BIP, car seat, etc.) 
Appoint a post-visitation safety monitor to ensure visits are safe and go as planned
Periodically monitor and conduct risk and danger assessments 
Define consequences for non-compliance with access restrictions 
Other:

Grant sole legal custody to victim parent, with or without specified exceptions 
Grant parallel legal custody, with or without specified exceptions 
Appoint a parenting consultant to confer with abuser on all major decisions 
Appoint a parenting monitor to oversee and periodically assess abuser’s parenting 
Limit abuser’s ability to dispose of real or personal property or to dissipate assets 
Appoint a special master to monitor and effectuate property allocations 
Other: 

Conduct review hearings 
Establish schedule for abusive parent to demonstrate compliance with plan 
Set automatic consequences for non-compliance with parenting plan 
Appoint a compliance monitor at abusive parent’s cost 
Hold abusive parent accountable for unjustified, unexcused, intentional violations 
Other: 

Link parental decision-making authority to parental responsibility for child’s care 
Designate victim parent as the custodian of records 
Provide victim parent with information about available community-based resources 
Facilitate victim parent’s access to available community-based resources 
Establish self-executing parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Allow direct and expedited access to parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Establish automatic bill-paying processes for abuser’s financial obligations 
Delineate reasonable house rules 
Limit grounds upon which abuser may object to the victim’s parenting decisions 
Permit the victim to relocate with the child in accordance with the law

Refer abusive parent to batterer intervention for assessment and proper services 
Refer abusive parent to parenting after violence for assessment/proper services 
Other: 

Ensure that parenting plan accommodates child’s interests, activities and supports 
Provide sufficient parenting time flexibility to adapt to child’s age and social needs 
Structure parenting time to maintain access to child’s support system 
Connect child and victim parent to available community based resources
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Nature/Context of Abuse Implications of Abuse Options & Interventions

Abuse of Victim?

Interference with Victim?

Abuser Parenting Deficits?

Abuser Co-Parenting Problems?

Parental history of caregiving

Monitor abuser's compliance

Establish self-executing terms

Limit abuser's decisionmaking

Limit/prohibit access to victim

Set benchmarks for modification

Strengthen child's support system

Other ______________________

Limit/monitor access to children*

See reverse side for more specifics

Children's Experience of Abuse? Support victim's efforts to protect

Minn. Stat. § 518.17

RESPONDING TO IPV IN CUSTODY AND PARENTING TIME CASES 
MINNESOTA

Shared Parenting

Risk of Harm/Lethality?

Best Interests of the Child

Victim's Parental Wellbeing

Children's Safety/Wellbeing

Is abuse an
issue?

What is the
abuser
doing?

What's the
effect on...?

What can
be done
about it?

Special medical, mental health, educational
needs of child

Parental capacity and willingness to
provide ongoing care of child

Whether domestic abuse has occurred

Effect on child’s well-being on changes to
home, school, community

Physical, mental, chemical health issue of
either parent

Effect of proposed arrangements on child’s
relationships with parents, siblings etc.

Child’s physical, emotional, cultural,
spiritual needs

Benefit to child in maximizing parenting
time with both parents

Parental capacity to facilitate child’s
relationship with other parent except in
cases with domestic abuse

Willingness of parents to cooperate rearing
the child 

Child’s preference
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RESPONDING TO IPV IN CUSTODY AND PARENTING TIME CASES 
MINNESOTA

EXAMPLES OF MORE SPECIFIC OPTIONS & INTERVENTIONS

LIMIT OR MONITOR ABUSIVE PARENT’S ACCESS TO CHILD OR VICTIM PARENT:

MONITOR AND ENFORCE ABUSIVE PARENT’S COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING PLAN:

REQUIRE ABUSIVE PARENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIAL INTERVENTIONS AND/OR SERVICES:

LIMIT ABUSIVE PARENT’S RULEMAKING OR DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY:

SUPPORT VICTIM PARENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILD:

STRENGTHEN CHILD’S SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT: 

Limit methods of communication (no in-person, telephonic or social media contact) 
Prescribe frequency and methods of communication (email only, text only, etc.) 
Restrict length and/or content of communication (1-page, 10-minutes, scope, etc.) 
Limit access to sensitive information (addresses, account numbers, SSNs, records) 
Issue and enforce no contact orders and orders for protection 
Require neutral exchange locations (school, place of business, etc.) 
Require third party exchanges (professional, friend, family member, etc.) 
Restrict visitation to designated location (grandparent’s home, public park, church) 
Restrict visitation to a geographical area (25-mile radius, in town, state, or country) 
Condition visitation on having third party present (professional, friend, family) 
Restrict what can happen during visitation (no alcohol or drugs, no weapons, etc.) 
Establish benchmarks for unsupervised access (no abuse, no threats, no violations)  
Condition access on compliance with established terms (sobriety, BIP, car seat, etc.) 
Appoint a post-visitation safety monitor to ensure visits are safe and go as planned
Periodically monitor and conduct risk and danger assessments 
Define consequences for non-compliance with access restrictions 
Other:

Grant sole legal custody to victim parent, with or without specified exceptions 
Grant parallel legal custody, with or without specified exceptions 
Appoint a parenting consultant to confer with abuser on all major decisions 
Appoint a parenting monitor to oversee and periodically assess abuser’s parenting 
Limit abuser’s ability to dispose of real or personal property or to dissipate assets 
Appoint a special master to monitor and effectuate property allocations 
Other: 

Conduct review hearings 
Establish schedule for abusive parent to demonstrate compliance with plan 
Set automatic consequences for non-compliance with parenting plan 
Appoint a compliance monitor at abusive parent’s cost 
Hold abusive parent accountable for unjustified, unexcused, intentional violations 
Other: 

Link parental decision-making authority to parental responsibility for child’s care 
Designate victim parent as the custodian of records 
Provide victim parent with information about available community-based resources 
Facilitate victim parent’s access to available community-based resources 
Establish self-executing parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Allow direct and expedited access to parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Establish automatic bill-paying processes for abuser’s financial obligations 
Delineate reasonable house rules 
Limit grounds upon which abuser may object to the victim’s parenting decisions 
Permit the victim to relocate with the child in accordance with the law

Refer abusive parent to batterer intervention for assessment and proper services 
Refer abusive parent to parenting after violence for assessment/proper services 
Other: 

Ensure that parenting plan accommodates child’s interests, activities and supports 
Provide sufficient parenting time flexibility to adapt to child’s age and social needs 
Structure parenting time to maintain access to child’s support system 
Connect child and victim parent to available community based resources
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Nature/Context of Abuse Implications of Abuse Options & Interventions

Abuse of Victim?

Interference with Victim?

Abuser Parenting Deficits?

Abuser Co-Parenting Problems?

Physical/mental health of the parents

Parental capacity to provide care

Monitor abuser's compliance

Establish self-executing terms

Limit abuser's decisionmaking

Limit/prohibit access to victim

Set benchmarks for modification

Strengthen child's support system

Other ______________________

Limit/monitor access to children*

See reverse side for more specifics

Children's Experience of Abuse? Support victim's efforts to protect

Albright v Albright, 437
So.2d 1003 (1983)

RESPONDING TO IPV IN CUSTODY AND VISITATION CASES 
MISSISSIPPI

Shared Parenting

Risk of Harm/Lethality?

Best Interests of the Child

Victim's Parental Wellbeing

Children's Safety/Wellbeing

Is abuse an
issue?

What is the
abuser
doing?

What's the
effect on...?

What can
be done
about it?

Age of the parents

Continuity of child’s care prior to separation

Parental employment and employment
responsibilities

Moral fitness of parents

Emotional ties of parent and child

Health and sex of the child

Home, school, community of child

Stability of home environment and
empkoyment of parents

History of caretaking

Child’s preference

Any other factor deemed appropriate
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RESPONDING TO IPV IN CUSTODY AND VISITATION CASES 
MISSISSIPPI

EXAMPLES OF MORE SPECIFIC OPTIONS & INTERVENTIONS

LIMIT OR MONITOR ABUSIVE PARENT’S ACCESS TO CHILD OR VICTIM PARENT:

MONITOR AND ENFORCE ABUSIVE PARENT’S COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING PLAN:

REQUIRE ABUSIVE PARENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIAL INTERVENTIONS AND/OR SERVICES:

LIMIT ABUSIVE PARENT’S RULEMAKING OR DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY:

SUPPORT VICTIM PARENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILD:

STRENGTHEN CHILD’S SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT: 

Limit methods of communication (no in-person, telephonic or social media contact) 
Prescribe frequency and methods of communication (email only, text only, etc.) 
Restrict length and/or content of communication (1-page, 10-minutes, scope, etc.) 
Limit access to sensitive information (addresses, account numbers, SSNs, records) 
Issue and enforce no contact orders and orders for protection 
Require neutral exchange locations (school, place of business, etc.) 
Require third party exchanges (professional, friend, family member, etc.) 
Restrict visitation to designated location (grandparent’s home, public park, church) 
Restrict visitation to a geographical area (25-mile radius, in town, state, or country) 
Condition visitation on having third party present (professional, friend, family) 
Restrict what can happen during visitation (no alcohol or drugs, no weapons, etc.) 
Establish benchmarks for unsupervised access (no abuse, no threats, no violations)  
Condition access on compliance with established terms (sobriety, BIP, car seat, etc.) 
Appoint a post-visitation safety monitor to ensure visits are safe and go as planned
Periodically monitor and conduct risk and danger assessments 
Define consequences for non-compliance with access restrictions 
Other:

Grant sole legal custody to victim parent, with or without specified exceptions 
Grant parallel legal custody, with or without specified exceptions 
Appoint a parenting consultant to confer with abuser on all major decisions 
Appoint a parenting monitor to oversee and periodically assess abuser’s parenting 
Limit abuser’s ability to dispose of real or personal property or to dissipate assets 
Appoint a special master to monitor and effectuate property allocations 
Other: 

Conduct review hearings 
Establish schedule for abusive parent to demonstrate compliance with plan 
Set automatic consequences for non-compliance with parenting plan 
Appoint a compliance monitor at abusive parent’s cost 
Hold abusive parent accountable for unjustified, unexcused, intentional violations 
Other: 

Link parental decision-making authority to parental responsibility for child’s care 
Designate victim parent as the custodian of records 
Provide victim parent with information about available community-based resources 
Facilitate victim parent’s access to available community-based resources 
Establish self-executing parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Allow direct and expedited access to parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Establish automatic bill-paying processes for abuser’s financial obligations 
Delineate reasonable house rules 
Limit grounds upon which abuser may object to the victim’s parenting decisions 
Permit the victim to relocate with the child in accordance with the law

Refer abusive parent to batterer intervention for assessment and proper services 
Refer abusive parent to parenting after violence for assessment/proper services 
Other: 

Ensure that parenting plan accommodates child’s interests, activities and supports 
Provide sufficient parenting time flexibility to adapt to child’s age and social needs 
Structure parenting time to maintain access to child’s support system 
Connect child and victim parent to available community based resources
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Nature/Context of Abuse Implications of Abuse Options & Interventions

Abuse of Victim?

Interference with Victim?

Abuser Parenting Deficits?

Abuser Co-Parenting Problems?

Wishes of the parents

Wishes of the child

Child’s need for contact with all parties

Parent’s ability to consider needs of child

Parent more likely to enable contact

History of abuse of any involved parties

Child’s interactions/relationships with all
parties

Adjustment to home, school, etc. Monitor abuser's compliance

Establish self-executing terms

Limit abuser's decisionmaking

Limit/prohibit access to victim

Set benchmarks for modification

Strengthen child's support system

Other ______________________

Limit/monitor access to children*

See reverse side for more specifics

Children's Experience of Abuse? Mental/physical health of all parties Support victim's efforts to protect

MO ST § 452.375(2)

RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RIGHTS & RESPONSIBILITY CASES 
MISSOURI

Shared Parenting

Risk of Harm/Lethality?

Best Interests of the Child

Victim's Parental Wellbeing

Children's Safety/Wellbeing

Is abuse an
issue?

What is the
abuser
doing?

What's the
effect on...?

What can
be done
about it?



 © 2024 Battered Women’s Justice Project, St. Paul, MN 

 

This project is supported by Award 15JOVW-22-GK-04032-MUMU and 15JOVW-23-GK-05127-MUMU from the Office on Violence Against Women, U.S. Department of Justice. The opinions,
findings, conclusions and recommendations expressed herein are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the U.S. Department of Justice. 

RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RIGHTS & RESPONSIBILITY CASES 
MISSOURI

EXAMPLES OF MORE SPECIFIC OPTIONS & INTERVENTIONS

LIMIT OR MONITOR ABUSIVE PARENT’S ACCESS TO CHILD OR VICTIM PARENT:

MONITOR AND ENFORCE ABUSIVE PARENT’S COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING PLAN:

REQUIRE ABUSIVE PARENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIAL INTERVENTIONS AND/OR SERVICES:

LIMIT ABUSIVE PARENT’S RULEMAKING OR DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY:

SUPPORT VICTIM PARENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILD:

STRENGTHEN CHILD’S SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT: 

Limit methods of communication (no in-person, telephonic or social media contact) 
Prescribe frequency and methods of communication (email only, text only, etc.) 
Restrict length and/or content of communication (1-page, 10-minutes, scope, etc.) 
Limit access to sensitive information (addresses, account numbers, SSNs, records) 
Issue and enforce no contact orders and orders for protection 
Require neutral exchange locations (school, place of business, etc.) 
Require third party exchanges (professional, friend, family member, etc.) 
Restrict visitation to designated location (grandparent’s home, public park, church) 
Restrict visitation to a geographical area (25-mile radius, in town, state, or country) 
Condition visitation on having third party present (professional, friend, family) 
Restrict what can happen during visitation (no alcohol or drugs, no weapons, etc.) 
Establish benchmarks for unsupervised access (no abuse, no threats, no violations)  
Condition access on compliance with established terms (sobriety, BIP, car seat, etc.) 
Appoint a post-visitation safety monitor to ensure visits are safe and go as planned
Periodically monitor and conduct risk and danger assessments 
Define consequences for non-compliance with access restrictions 
Other:

Grant sole legal custody to victim parent, with or without specified exceptions 
Grant parallel legal custody, with or without specified exceptions 
Appoint a parenting consultant to confer with abuser on all major decisions 
Appoint a parenting monitor to oversee and periodically assess abuser’s parenting 
Limit abuser’s ability to dispose of real or personal property or to dissipate assets 
Appoint a special master to monitor and effectuate property allocations 
Other: 

Conduct review hearings 
Establish schedule for abusive parent to demonstrate compliance with plan 
Set automatic consequences for non-compliance with parenting plan 
Appoint a compliance monitor at abusive parent’s cost 
Hold abusive parent accountable for unjustified, unexcused, intentional violations 
Other: 

Link parental decision-making authority to parental responsibility for child’s care 
Designate victim parent as the custodian of records 
Provide victim parent with information about available community-based resources 
Facilitate victim parent’s access to available community-based resources 
Establish self-executing parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Allow direct and expedited access to parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Establish automatic bill-paying processes for abuser’s financial obligations 
Delineate reasonable house rules 
Limit grounds upon which abuser may object to the victim’s parenting decisions 
Permit the victim to relocate with the child in accordance with the law

Refer abusive parent to batterer intervention for assessment and proper services 
Refer abusive parent to parenting after violence for assessment/proper services 
Other: 

Ensure that parenting plan accommodates child’s interests, activities and supports 
Provide sufficient parenting time flexibility to adapt to child’s age and social needs 
Structure parenting time to maintain access to child’s support system 
Connect child and victim parent to available community based resources
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Nature/Context of Abuse Implications of Abuse Options & Interventions

Abuse of Victim?

Interference with Victim?

Abuser Parenting Deficits?

Abuser Co-Parenting Problems?

Mental/physical health of all parties

Child’s relationship with parent, siblings
etc. and ability to maintain those

Monitor abuser's compliance

Establish self-executing terms

Limit abuser's decisionmaking

Limit/prohibit access to victim

Set benchmarks for modification

Strengthen child's support system

Other ______________________

Limit/monitor access to children*

See reverse side for more specifics

Children's Experience of Abuse? Support victim's efforts to protect

Mont. Code Ann. § 40-4-212

RESPONDING TO IPV IN CUSTODY AND PARENTING PLAN CASES 
MONTANA

Shared Parenting

Risk of Harm/Lethality?

Best Interests of the Child

Victim's Parental Wellbeing

Children's Safety/Wellbeing

Is abuse an
issue?

What is the
abuser
doing?

What's the
effect on...?

What can
be done
about it?

History of physical abuse

Wishes of the parents

Child’s adjustment to home, school,
community, etc.

Chemical dependency/abuse

Parent knowingly failed to pay birth-related
costs

Child’s preference

Continuity of care

Developmental needs of child

Parent knowingly failed to financially
support a child that they are able to
support

Child has frequent contact with both
parents unless detrimental to child

Any adverse effects on the child resulting
from continuous and vexatious parenting
plan actions
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RESPONDING TO IPV IN CUSTODY AND PARENTING PLAN CASES 
MONTANA

EXAMPLES OF MORE SPECIFIC OPTIONS & INTERVENTIONS

LIMIT OR MONITOR ABUSIVE PARENT’S ACCESS TO CHILD OR VICTIM PARENT:

MONITOR AND ENFORCE ABUSIVE PARENT’S COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING PLAN:

REQUIRE ABUSIVE PARENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIAL INTERVENTIONS AND/OR SERVICES:

LIMIT ABUSIVE PARENT’S RULEMAKING OR DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY:

SUPPORT VICTIM PARENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILD:

STRENGTHEN CHILD’S SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT: 

Limit methods of communication (no in-person, telephonic or social media contact) 
Prescribe frequency and methods of communication (email only, text only, etc.) 
Restrict length and/or content of communication (1-page, 10-minutes, scope, etc.) 
Limit access to sensitive information (addresses, account numbers, SSNs, records) 
Issue and enforce no contact orders and orders for protection 
Require neutral exchange locations (school, place of business, etc.) 
Require third party exchanges (professional, friend, family member, etc.) 
Restrict visitation to designated location (grandparent’s home, public park, church) 
Restrict visitation to a geographical area (25-mile radius, in town, state, or country) 
Condition visitation on having third party present (professional, friend, family) 
Restrict what can happen during visitation (no alcohol or drugs, no weapons, etc.) 
Establish benchmarks for unsupervised access (no abuse, no threats, no violations)  
Condition access on compliance with established terms (sobriety, BIP, car seat, etc.) 
Appoint a post-visitation safety monitor to ensure visits are safe and go as planned
Periodically monitor and conduct risk and danger assessments 
Define consequences for non-compliance with access restrictions 
Other:

Grant sole legal custody to victim parent, with or without specified exceptions 
Grant parallel legal custody, with or without specified exceptions 
Appoint a parenting consultant to confer with abuser on all major decisions 
Appoint a parenting monitor to oversee and periodically assess abuser’s parenting 
Limit abuser’s ability to dispose of real or personal property or to dissipate assets 
Appoint a special master to monitor and effectuate property allocations 
Other: 

Conduct review hearings 
Establish schedule for abusive parent to demonstrate compliance with plan 
Set automatic consequences for non-compliance with parenting plan 
Appoint a compliance monitor at abusive parent’s cost 
Hold abusive parent accountable for unjustified, unexcused, intentional violations 
Other: 

Link parental decision-making authority to parental responsibility for child’s care 
Designate victim parent as the custodian of records 
Provide victim parent with information about available community-based resources 
Facilitate victim parent’s access to available community-based resources 
Establish self-executing parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Allow direct and expedited access to parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Establish automatic bill-paying processes for abuser’s financial obligations 
Delineate reasonable house rules 
Limit grounds upon which abuser may object to the victim’s parenting decisions 
Permit the victim to relocate with the child in accordance with the law

Refer abusive parent to batterer intervention for assessment and proper services 
Refer abusive parent to parenting after violence for assessment/proper services 
Other: 

Ensure that parenting plan accommodates child’s interests, activities and supports 
Provide sufficient parenting time flexibility to adapt to child’s age and social needs 
Structure parenting time to maintain access to child’s support system 
Connect child and victim parent to available community based resources
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Nature/Context of Abuse Implications of Abuse Options & Interventions

Abuse of Victim?

Interference with Victim?

Abuser Parenting Deficits?

Abuser Co-Parenting Problems?

Monitor abuser's compliance

Establish self-executing terms

Limit abuser's decisionmaking

Limit/prohibit access to victim

Set benchmarks for modification

Strengthen child's support system

Other ______________________

Limit/monitor access to children*

See reverse side for more specifics

Children's Experience of Abuse?

Child’s health, welfare, and social behavior

Support victim's efforts to protect

Neb. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 43-2923
(6)

RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
NEBRASKA

Shared Parenting

Risk of Harm/Lethality?

Best Interests of the Child

Victim's Parental Wellbeing

Children's Safety/Wellbeing

Is abuse an
issue?

What is the
abuser
doing?

What's the
effect on...?

What can
be done
about it?

Child’s relationship with each parent

Credible evidence of child abuse or domestic
violence 

Child’s wishes based on age

Credible evidence of abuse against a family
or household member

When a court finds domestic violence the
parenting plan must provide for the safety
of the victim parent

Neb. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 43-2923 (2)
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RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
NEBRASKA

EXAMPLES OF MORE SPECIFIC OPTIONS & INTERVENTIONS

LIMIT OR MONITOR ABUSIVE PARENT’S ACCESS TO CHILD OR VICTIM PARENT:

MONITOR AND ENFORCE ABUSIVE PARENT’S COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING PLAN:

REQUIRE ABUSIVE PARENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIAL INTERVENTIONS AND/OR SERVICES:

LIMIT ABUSIVE PARENT’S RULEMAKING OR DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY:

SUPPORT VICTIM PARENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILD:

STRENGTHEN CHILD’S SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT: 

Limit methods of communication (no in-person, telephonic or social media contact) 
Prescribe frequency and methods of communication (email only, text only, etc.) 
Restrict length and/or content of communication (1-page, 10-minutes, scope, etc.) 
Limit access to sensitive information (addresses, account numbers, SSNs, records) 
Issue and enforce no contact orders and orders for protection 
Require neutral exchange locations (school, place of business, etc.) 
Require third party exchanges (professional, friend, family member, etc.) 
Restrict visitation to designated location (grandparent’s home, public park, church) 
Restrict visitation to a geographical area (25-mile radius, in town, state, or country) 
Condition visitation on having third party present (professional, friend, family) 
Restrict what can happen during visitation (no alcohol or drugs, no weapons, etc.) 
Establish benchmarks for unsupervised access (no abuse, no threats, no violations)  
Condition access on compliance with established terms (sobriety, BIP, car seat, etc.) 
Appoint a post-visitation safety monitor to ensure visits are safe and go as planned
Periodically monitor and conduct risk and danger assessments 
Define consequences for non-compliance with access restrictions 
Other:

Grant sole legal custody to victim parent, with or without specified exceptions 
Grant parallel legal custody, with or without specified exceptions 
Appoint a parenting consultant to confer with abuser on all major decisions 
Appoint a parenting monitor to oversee and periodically assess abuser’s parenting 
Limit abuser’s ability to dispose of real or personal property or to dissipate assets 
Appoint a special master to monitor and effectuate property allocations 
Other: 

Conduct review hearings 
Establish schedule for abusive parent to demonstrate compliance with plan 
Set automatic consequences for non-compliance with parenting plan 
Appoint a compliance monitor at abusive parent’s cost 
Hold abusive parent accountable for unjustified, unexcused, intentional violations 
Other: 

Link parental decision-making authority to parental responsibility for child’s care 
Designate victim parent as the custodian of records 
Provide victim parent with information about available community-based resources 
Facilitate victim parent’s access to available community-based resources 
Establish self-executing parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Allow direct and expedited access to parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Establish automatic bill-paying processes for abuser’s financial obligations 
Delineate reasonable house rules 
Limit grounds upon which abuser may object to the victim’s parenting decisions 
Permit the victim to relocate with the child in accordance with the law

Refer abusive parent to batterer intervention for assessment and proper services 
Refer abusive parent to parenting after violence for assessment/proper services 
Other: 

Ensure that parenting plan accommodates child’s interests, activities and supports 
Provide sufficient parenting time flexibility to adapt to child’s age and social needs 
Structure parenting time to maintain access to child’s support system 
Connect child and victim parent to available community based resources
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Nature/Context of Abuse Implications of Abuse Options & Interventions

Abuse of Victim?

Interference with Victim?

Abuser Parenting Deficits?

Abuser Co-Parenting Problems?

Monitor abuser's compliance

Establish self-executing terms

Limit abuser's decisionmaking

Limit/prohibit access to victim

Set benchmarks for modification

Strengthen child's support system

Other ______________________

Limit/monitor access to children*

See reverse side for more specifics

Children's Experience of Abuse?

Parent more likely to facilitate child’s
relationship with the other parent

Support victim's efforts to protect

Nev. Rev. Stat.  § 125C.0035 (4)

RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
NEVADA

Shared Parenting

Risk of Harm/Lethality?

Best Interests of the Child

Victim's Parental Wellbeing

Children's Safety/Wellbeing

Is abuse an
issue?

What is the
abuser
doing?

What's the
effect on...?

What can
be done
about it?

Child’s wishes based on age

Parents’ ability to cooperate 

Child’s physical, developmental, and
emotional needs

Parental nomination of a guardian for the
child

Level of conflict between the parents

Child’s relationship with each parent

Child’s ability to maintain a sibling
relationship 

History of domestic violence 

History of abduction

There is a rebuttable presumption against a
perpetrator of domestic violence having
sole or joint custody 

Parents‘ mental and physical health 

Nev. Rev. Stat.  § 125C.0035 (5)
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RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
NEVADA

EXAMPLES OF MORE SPECIFIC OPTIONS & INTERVENTIONS

LIMIT OR MONITOR ABUSIVE PARENT’S ACCESS TO CHILD OR VICTIM PARENT:

MONITOR AND ENFORCE ABUSIVE PARENT’S COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING PLAN:

REQUIRE ABUSIVE PARENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIAL INTERVENTIONS AND/OR SERVICES:

LIMIT ABUSIVE PARENT’S RULEMAKING OR DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY:

SUPPORT VICTIM PARENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILD:

STRENGTHEN CHILD’S SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT: 

Limit methods of communication (no in-person, telephonic or social media contact) 
Prescribe frequency and methods of communication (email only, text only, etc.) 
Restrict length and/or content of communication (1-page, 10-minutes, scope, etc.) 
Limit access to sensitive information (addresses, account numbers, SSNs, records) 
Issue and enforce no contact orders and orders for protection 
Require neutral exchange locations (school, place of business, etc.) 
Require third party exchanges (professional, friend, family member, etc.) 
Restrict visitation to designated location (grandparent’s home, public park, church) 
Restrict visitation to a geographical area (25-mile radius, in town, state, or country) 
Condition visitation on having third party present (professional, friend, family) 
Restrict what can happen during visitation (no alcohol or drugs, no weapons, etc.) 
Establish benchmarks for unsupervised access (no abuse, no threats, no violations)  
Condition access on compliance with established terms (sobriety, BIP, car seat, etc.) 
Appoint a post-visitation safety monitor to ensure visits are safe and go as planned
Periodically monitor and conduct risk and danger assessments 
Define consequences for non-compliance with access restrictions 
Other:

Grant sole legal custody to victim parent, with or without specified exceptions 
Grant parallel legal custody, with or without specified exceptions 
Appoint a parenting consultant to confer with abuser on all major decisions 
Appoint a parenting monitor to oversee and periodically assess abuser’s parenting 
Limit abuser’s ability to dispose of real or personal property or to dissipate assets 
Appoint a special master to monitor and effectuate property allocations 
Other: 

Conduct review hearings 
Establish schedule for abusive parent to demonstrate compliance with plan 
Set automatic consequences for non-compliance with parenting plan 
Appoint a compliance monitor at abusive parent’s cost 
Hold abusive parent accountable for unjustified, unexcused, intentional violations 
Other: 

Link parental decision-making authority to parental responsibility for child’s care 
Designate victim parent as the custodian of records 
Provide victim parent with information about available community-based resources 
Facilitate victim parent’s access to available community-based resources 
Establish self-executing parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Allow direct and expedited access to parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Establish automatic bill-paying processes for abuser’s financial obligations 
Delineate reasonable house rules 
Limit grounds upon which abuser may object to the victim’s parenting decisions 
Permit the victim to relocate with the child in accordance with the law

Refer abusive parent to batterer intervention for assessment and proper services 
Refer abusive parent to parenting after violence for assessment/proper services 
Other: 

Ensure that parenting plan accommodates child’s interests, activities and supports 
Provide sufficient parenting time flexibility to adapt to child’s age and social needs 
Structure parenting time to maintain access to child’s support system 
Connect child and victim parent to available community based resources
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Nature/Context of Abuse Implications of Abuse Options & Interventions

Abuse of Victim?

Interference with Victim?

Abuser Parenting Deficits?

Abuser Co-Parenting Problems?

Monitor abuser's compliance

Establish self-executing terms

Limit abuser's decisionmaking

Limit/prohibit access to victim

Set benchmarks for modification

Strengthen child's support system

Other ______________________

Limit/monitor access to children*

See reverse side for more specifics

Children's Experience of Abuse?

Child’s developmental needs and parents
ability to meet them

Support victim's efforts to protect

N.H. Rev. Stat. Ann.  § 461-A:6 (I)

RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
NEW HAMPSHIRE

Shared Parenting

Risk of Harm/Lethality?

Best Interests of the Child

Victim's Parental Wellbeing

Children's Safety/Wellbeing

Is abuse an
issue?

What is the
abuser
doing?

What's the
effect on...?

What can
be done
about it?

Child’s relationship with each parent

Parent’s ability to communicate with the
other parent and whether it will harm the
parent or child 

Parent’s ability to support child’s contact
and relationship with the other parent

Parent’s ability to provide love, nurture,
affection, and guidance 

Child’s quality of life with regards to school
and community and the effect of a change

Child’s relationship with third parties who
may significantly affect the child

Parents’ ability to communicate together

Evidence of abuse and the impact on the
child’s relationship with the abuser 

Parental incarceration and length of time

Preference for equal parenting time,
decision-making, and develop their own
parenting plan under §  461-A:2

Any other factors the court finds relevant
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RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
NEW HAMPSHIRE

EXAMPLES OF MORE SPECIFIC OPTIONS & INTERVENTIONS

LIMIT OR MONITOR ABUSIVE PARENT’S ACCESS TO CHILD OR VICTIM PARENT:

MONITOR AND ENFORCE ABUSIVE PARENT’S COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING PLAN:

REQUIRE ABUSIVE PARENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIAL INTERVENTIONS AND/OR SERVICES:

LIMIT ABUSIVE PARENT’S RULEMAKING OR DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY:

SUPPORT VICTIM PARENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILD:

STRENGTHEN CHILD’S SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT: 

Limit methods of communication (no in-person, telephonic or social media contact) 
Prescribe frequency and methods of communication (email only, text only, etc.) 
Restrict length and/or content of communication (1-page, 10-minutes, scope, etc.) 
Limit access to sensitive information (addresses, account numbers, SSNs, records) 
Issue and enforce no contact orders and orders for protection 
Require neutral exchange locations (school, place of business, etc.) 
Require third party exchanges (professional, friend, family member, etc.) 
Restrict visitation to designated location (grandparent’s home, public park, church) 
Restrict visitation to a geographical area (25-mile radius, in town, state, or country) 
Condition visitation on having third party present (professional, friend, family) 
Restrict what can happen during visitation (no alcohol or drugs, no weapons, etc.) 
Establish benchmarks for unsupervised access (no abuse, no threats, no violations)  
Condition access on compliance with established terms (sobriety, BIP, car seat, etc.) 
Appoint a post-visitation safety monitor to ensure visits are safe and go as planned
Periodically monitor and conduct risk and danger assessments 
Define consequences for non-compliance with access restrictions 
Other:

Grant sole legal custody to victim parent, with or without specified exceptions 
Grant parallel legal custody, with or without specified exceptions 
Appoint a parenting consultant to confer with abuser on all major decisions 
Appoint a parenting monitor to oversee and periodically assess abuser’s parenting 
Limit abuser’s ability to dispose of real or personal property or to dissipate assets 
Appoint a special master to monitor and effectuate property allocations 
Other: 

Conduct review hearings 
Establish schedule for abusive parent to demonstrate compliance with plan 
Set automatic consequences for non-compliance with parenting plan 
Appoint a compliance monitor at abusive parent’s cost 
Hold abusive parent accountable for unjustified, unexcused, intentional violations 
Other: 

Link parental decision-making authority to parental responsibility for child’s care 
Designate victim parent as the custodian of records 
Provide victim parent with information about available community-based resources 
Facilitate victim parent’s access to available community-based resources 
Establish self-executing parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Allow direct and expedited access to parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Establish automatic bill-paying processes for abuser’s financial obligations 
Delineate reasonable house rules 
Limit grounds upon which abuser may object to the victim’s parenting decisions 
Permit the victim to relocate with the child in accordance with the law

Refer abusive parent to batterer intervention for assessment and proper services 
Refer abusive parent to parenting after violence for assessment/proper services 
Other: 

Ensure that parenting plan accommodates child’s interests, activities and supports 
Provide sufficient parenting time flexibility to adapt to child’s age and social needs 
Structure parenting time to maintain access to child’s support system 
Connect child and victim parent to available community based resources
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Nature/Context of Abuse Implications of Abuse Options & Interventions

Abuse of Victim?

Interference with Victim?

Abuser Parenting Deficits?

Abuser Co-Parenting Problems?

Monitor abuser's compliance

Establish self-executing terms

Limit abuser's decisionmaking

Limit/prohibit access to victim

Set benchmarks for modification

Strengthen child's support system

Other ______________________

Limit/monitor access to children*

See reverse side for more specifics

Children's Experience of Abuse? Support victim's efforts to protect

N.J. Stat.  § 9:2-4

RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
NEW JERSEY

Shared Parenting

Risk of Harm/Lethality?

Best Interests of the Child

Victim's Parental Wellbeing

Children's Safety/Wellbeing

Is abuse an
issue?

What is the
abuser
doing?

What's the
effect on...?

What can
be done
about it?

Parents’ ability to agree, communicate,
and cooperate 

Parents’ willingness to accept custody and
history of withholding parenting time absent
substantiated abuse

History of domestic violence

Safety of the child and either parent from
physical abuse by the other parent

Child’s wishes

Child’s relationship with parents and siblings

Child’s needs

Stability of home environment 

Quality and continuity of child’s education

Parent’s fitness

Distance between parents’ homes

Extent and quality of time spent with child
prior to separation 

Any other relevant factors

Parents’ employment responsibilities 

Age and number of children
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RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
NEW JERSEY

EXAMPLES OF MORE SPECIFIC OPTIONS & INTERVENTIONS

LIMIT OR MONITOR ABUSIVE PARENT’S ACCESS TO CHILD OR VICTIM PARENT:

MONITOR AND ENFORCE ABUSIVE PARENT’S COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING PLAN:

REQUIRE ABUSIVE PARENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIAL INTERVENTIONS AND/OR SERVICES:

LIMIT ABUSIVE PARENT’S RULEMAKING OR DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY:

SUPPORT VICTIM PARENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILD:

STRENGTHEN CHILD’S SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT: 

Limit methods of communication (no in-person, telephonic or social media contact) 
Prescribe frequency and methods of communication (email only, text only, etc.) 
Restrict length and/or content of communication (1-page, 10-minutes, scope, etc.) 
Limit access to sensitive information (addresses, account numbers, SSNs, records) 
Issue and enforce no contact orders and orders for protection 
Require neutral exchange locations (school, place of business, etc.) 
Require third party exchanges (professional, friend, family member, etc.) 
Restrict visitation to designated location (grandparent’s home, public park, church) 
Restrict visitation to a geographical area (25-mile radius, in town, state, or country) 
Condition visitation on having third party present (professional, friend, family) 
Restrict what can happen during visitation (no alcohol or drugs, no weapons, etc.) 
Establish benchmarks for unsupervised access (no abuse, no threats, no violations)  
Condition access on compliance with established terms (sobriety, BIP, car seat, etc.) 
Appoint a post-visitation safety monitor to ensure visits are safe and go as planned
Periodically monitor and conduct risk and danger assessments 
Define consequences for non-compliance with access restrictions 
Other:

Grant sole legal custody to victim parent, with or without specified exceptions 
Grant parallel legal custody, with or without specified exceptions 
Appoint a parenting consultant to confer with abuser on all major decisions 
Appoint a parenting monitor to oversee and periodically assess abuser’s parenting 
Limit abuser’s ability to dispose of real or personal property or to dissipate assets 
Appoint a special master to monitor and effectuate property allocations 
Other: 

Conduct review hearings 
Establish schedule for abusive parent to demonstrate compliance with plan 
Set automatic consequences for non-compliance with parenting plan 
Appoint a compliance monitor at abusive parent’s cost 
Hold abusive parent accountable for unjustified, unexcused, intentional violations 
Other: 

Link parental decision-making authority to parental responsibility for child’s care 
Designate victim parent as the custodian of records 
Provide victim parent with information about available community-based resources 
Facilitate victim parent’s access to available community-based resources 
Establish self-executing parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Allow direct and expedited access to parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Establish automatic bill-paying processes for abuser’s financial obligations 
Delineate reasonable house rules 
Limit grounds upon which abuser may object to the victim’s parenting decisions 
Permit the victim to relocate with the child in accordance with the law

Refer abusive parent to batterer intervention for assessment and proper services 
Refer abusive parent to parenting after violence for assessment/proper services 
Other: 

Ensure that parenting plan accommodates child’s interests, activities and supports 
Provide sufficient parenting time flexibility to adapt to child’s age and social needs 
Structure parenting time to maintain access to child’s support system 
Connect child and victim parent to available community based resources
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Nature/Context of Abuse Implications of Abuse Options & Interventions

Abuse of Victim?

Interference with Victim?

Abuser Parenting Deficits?

Abuser Co-Parenting Problems?

Monitor abuser's compliance

Establish self-executing terms

Limit abuser's decisionmaking

Limit/prohibit access to victim

Set benchmarks for modification

Strengthen child's support system

Other ______________________

Limit/monitor access to children*

See reverse side for more specifics

Children's Experience of Abuse?

Child’s adjustment to home, school, and
community 

Support victim's efforts to protect

N.M. Stat. Ann. § 40-4-9 (A) 

RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
NEW MEXICO

Shared Parenting

Risk of Harm/Lethality?

Best Interests of the Child

Victim's Parental Wellbeing

Children's Safety/Wellbeing

Is abuse an
issue?

What is the
abuser
doing?

What's the
effect on...?

What can
be done
about it?

Parent’s wishes

Child’s relationships with parents, siblings
and any third party

Closeness of child’s relationship with each
parent
Parent’s ability to provide care
Parents ability to care and relinquish care
to the other parent

N.M. Stat. Ann. § 40-4-9.1 (B) 

Child’s wishes

Mental and physical health of all parties 

Child’s ability to maintain a relationship
with both parents and the benefit to child
Parent’s ability to respect other parents
rights
Suitability for joint custody 
Distance between parents’ homes
Parent’s ability to communicate and
cooperate
History of domestic violence
Note: If domestic violence found the order
must protect the child and abused parent
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RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
NEW MEXICO

EXAMPLES OF MORE SPECIFIC OPTIONS & INTERVENTIONS

LIMIT OR MONITOR ABUSIVE PARENT’S ACCESS TO CHILD OR VICTIM PARENT:

MONITOR AND ENFORCE ABUSIVE PARENT’S COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING PLAN:

REQUIRE ABUSIVE PARENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIAL INTERVENTIONS AND/OR SERVICES:

LIMIT ABUSIVE PARENT’S RULEMAKING OR DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY:

SUPPORT VICTIM PARENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILD:

STRENGTHEN CHILD’S SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT: 

Limit methods of communication (no in-person, telephonic or social media contact) 
Prescribe frequency and methods of communication (email only, text only, etc.) 
Restrict length and/or content of communication (1-page, 10-minutes, scope, etc.) 
Limit access to sensitive information (addresses, account numbers, SSNs, records) 
Issue and enforce no contact orders and orders for protection 
Require neutral exchange locations (school, place of business, etc.) 
Require third party exchanges (professional, friend, family member, etc.) 
Restrict visitation to designated location (grandparent’s home, public park, church) 
Restrict visitation to a geographical area (25-mile radius, in town, state, or country) 
Condition visitation on having third party present (professional, friend, family) 
Restrict what can happen during visitation (no alcohol or drugs, no weapons, etc.) 
Establish benchmarks for unsupervised access (no abuse, no threats, no violations)  
Condition access on compliance with established terms (sobriety, BIP, car seat, etc.) 
Appoint a post-visitation safety monitor to ensure visits are safe and go as planned
Periodically monitor and conduct risk and danger assessments 
Define consequences for non-compliance with access restrictions 
Other:

Grant sole legal custody to victim parent, with or without specified exceptions 
Grant parallel legal custody, with or without specified exceptions 
Appoint a parenting consultant to confer with abuser on all major decisions 
Appoint a parenting monitor to oversee and periodically assess abuser’s parenting 
Limit abuser’s ability to dispose of real or personal property or to dissipate assets 
Appoint a special master to monitor and effectuate property allocations 
Other: 

Conduct review hearings 
Establish schedule for abusive parent to demonstrate compliance with plan 
Set automatic consequences for non-compliance with parenting plan 
Appoint a compliance monitor at abusive parent’s cost 
Hold abusive parent accountable for unjustified, unexcused, intentional violations 
Other: 

Link parental decision-making authority to parental responsibility for child’s care 
Designate victim parent as the custodian of records 
Provide victim parent with information about available community-based resources 
Facilitate victim parent’s access to available community-based resources 
Establish self-executing parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Allow direct and expedited access to parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Establish automatic bill-paying processes for abuser’s financial obligations 
Delineate reasonable house rules 
Limit grounds upon which abuser may object to the victim’s parenting decisions 
Permit the victim to relocate with the child in accordance with the law

Refer abusive parent to batterer intervention for assessment and proper services 
Refer abusive parent to parenting after violence for assessment/proper services 
Other: 

Ensure that parenting plan accommodates child’s interests, activities and supports 
Provide sufficient parenting time flexibility to adapt to child’s age and social needs 
Structure parenting time to maintain access to child’s support system 
Connect child and victim parent to available community based resources
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Nature/Context of Abuse Implications of Abuse Options & Interventions

Abuse of Victim?

Interference with Victim?

Abuser Parenting Deficits?

Abuser Co-Parenting Problems?

History of domestic violence

Monitor abuser's compliance

Establish self-executing terms

Limit abuser's decisionmaking

Limit/prohibit access to victim

Set benchmarks for modification

Strengthen child's support system

Other ______________________

Limit/monitor access to children*

See reverse side for more specifics

Children's Experience of Abuse?

Parent’s mental and physical health

Support victim's efforts to protect

Case law includes: 

RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
NEW YORK

Shared Parenting

Risk of Harm/Lethality?

Best Interests of the Child

Victim's Parental Wellbeing

Children's Safety/Wellbeing

Is abuse an
issue?

What is the
abuser
doing?

What's the
effect on...?

What can
be done
about it?

Parent’s work schedules and child care plans

History of who is the primary caregiver

Child’s relationships with siblings and
extended family

Parent’s skills and abilities to provide for
child’s needs

Child’s wants depending on age
Parent’s ability to cooperate with the other
parent
History of child neglect or parental
misconduct

N.Y. D.R.L. § 240 1(a) 
The court must consider the effect on the
best interest any domestic violence
committed by a parent that is proven by a
preponderance of the evidence.

Quality of the home environment 

Parent’s financial status 
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RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
NEW YORK

EXAMPLES OF MORE SPECIFIC OPTIONS & INTERVENTIONS

LIMIT OR MONITOR ABUSIVE PARENT’S ACCESS TO CHILD OR VICTIM PARENT:

MONITOR AND ENFORCE ABUSIVE PARENT’S COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING PLAN:

REQUIRE ABUSIVE PARENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIAL INTERVENTIONS AND/OR SERVICES:

LIMIT ABUSIVE PARENT’S RULEMAKING OR DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY:

SUPPORT VICTIM PARENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILD:

STRENGTHEN CHILD’S SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT: 

Limit methods of communication (no in-person, telephonic or social media contact) 
Prescribe frequency and methods of communication (email only, text only, etc.) 
Restrict length and/or content of communication (1-page, 10-minutes, scope, etc.) 
Limit access to sensitive information (addresses, account numbers, SSNs, records) 
Issue and enforce no contact orders and orders for protection 
Require neutral exchange locations (school, place of business, etc.) 
Require third party exchanges (professional, friend, family member, etc.) 
Restrict visitation to designated location (grandparent’s home, public park, church) 
Restrict visitation to a geographical area (25-mile radius, in town, state, or country) 
Condition visitation on having third party present (professional, friend, family) 
Restrict what can happen during visitation (no alcohol or drugs, no weapons, etc.) 
Establish benchmarks for unsupervised access (no abuse, no threats, no violations)  
Condition access on compliance with established terms (sobriety, BIP, car seat, etc.) 
Appoint a post-visitation safety monitor to ensure visits are safe and go as planned
Periodically monitor and conduct risk and danger assessments 
Define consequences for non-compliance with access restrictions 
Other:

Grant sole legal custody to victim parent, with or without specified exceptions 
Grant parallel legal custody, with or without specified exceptions 
Appoint a parenting consultant to confer with abuser on all major decisions 
Appoint a parenting monitor to oversee and periodically assess abuser’s parenting 
Limit abuser’s ability to dispose of real or personal property or to dissipate assets 
Appoint a special master to monitor and effectuate property allocations 
Other: 

Conduct review hearings 
Establish schedule for abusive parent to demonstrate compliance with plan 
Set automatic consequences for non-compliance with parenting plan 
Appoint a compliance monitor at abusive parent’s cost 
Hold abusive parent accountable for unjustified, unexcused, intentional violations 
Other: 

Link parental decision-making authority to parental responsibility for child’s care 
Designate victim parent as the custodian of records 
Provide victim parent with information about available community-based resources 
Facilitate victim parent’s access to available community-based resources 
Establish self-executing parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Allow direct and expedited access to parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Establish automatic bill-paying processes for abuser’s financial obligations 
Delineate reasonable house rules 
Limit grounds upon which abuser may object to the victim’s parenting decisions 
Permit the victim to relocate with the child in accordance with the law

Refer abusive parent to batterer intervention for assessment and proper services 
Refer abusive parent to parenting after violence for assessment/proper services 
Other: 

Ensure that parenting plan accommodates child’s interests, activities and supports 
Provide sufficient parenting time flexibility to adapt to child’s age and social needs 
Structure parenting time to maintain access to child’s support system 
Connect child and victim parent to available community based resources
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Nature/Context of Abuse Implications of Abuse Options & Interventions

Abuse of Victim?

Interference with Victim?

Abuser Parenting Deficits?

Abuser Co-Parenting Problems?

Parent’s ability to provide a stable life and
home

Monitor abuser's compliance

Establish self-executing terms

Limit abuser's decisionmaking

Limit/prohibit access to victim

Set benchmarks for modification

Strengthen child's support system

Other ______________________

Limit/monitor access to children*

See reverse side for more specifics

Children's Experience of Abuse?

Relationship between parent and child 

Support victim's efforts to protect

Case law includes: 

RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
NORTH CAROLINA

Shared Parenting

Risk of Harm/Lethality?

Best Interests of the Child

Victim's Parental Wellbeing

Children's Safety/Wellbeing

Is abuse an
issue?

What is the
abuser
doing?

What's the
effect on...?

What can
be done
about it?

Parent’s physical and mental health

Child’s physical, mental, and emotional
health

Parent’s willingness to work with the other
parent 

Child’s social development and moral and
physical faculties

Child’s ties to home, school, and community
Child’s wishes based on age and maturity 
History of alcohol or substance abuse
History of domestic violence
History of child neglect or parental
misconduct

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 50-13.2 (b)
If a court finds domestic violence they must
enter an order the best protects the
children and the victim of domestic
violence. (See N.C. Gen. Stat. §  50B-3(a1)
(1). 
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RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
NORTH CAROLINA

EXAMPLES OF MORE SPECIFIC OPTIONS & INTERVENTIONS

LIMIT OR MONITOR ABUSIVE PARENT’S ACCESS TO CHILD OR VICTIM PARENT:

MONITOR AND ENFORCE ABUSIVE PARENT’S COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING PLAN:

REQUIRE ABUSIVE PARENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIAL INTERVENTIONS AND/OR SERVICES:

LIMIT ABUSIVE PARENT’S RULEMAKING OR DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY:

SUPPORT VICTIM PARENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILD:

STRENGTHEN CHILD’S SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT: 

Limit methods of communication (no in-person, telephonic or social media contact) 
Prescribe frequency and methods of communication (email only, text only, etc.) 
Restrict length and/or content of communication (1-page, 10-minutes, scope, etc.) 
Limit access to sensitive information (addresses, account numbers, SSNs, records) 
Issue and enforce no contact orders and orders for protection 
Require neutral exchange locations (school, place of business, etc.) 
Require third party exchanges (professional, friend, family member, etc.) 
Restrict visitation to designated location (grandparent’s home, public park, church) 
Restrict visitation to a geographical area (25-mile radius, in town, state, or country) 
Condition visitation on having third party present (professional, friend, family) 
Restrict what can happen during visitation (no alcohol or drugs, no weapons, etc.) 
Establish benchmarks for unsupervised access (no abuse, no threats, no violations)  
Condition access on compliance with established terms (sobriety, BIP, car seat, etc.) 
Appoint a post-visitation safety monitor to ensure visits are safe and go as planned
Periodically monitor and conduct risk and danger assessments 
Define consequences for non-compliance with access restrictions 
Other:

Grant sole legal custody to victim parent, with or without specified exceptions 
Grant parallel legal custody, with or without specified exceptions 
Appoint a parenting consultant to confer with abuser on all major decisions 
Appoint a parenting monitor to oversee and periodically assess abuser’s parenting 
Limit abuser’s ability to dispose of real or personal property or to dissipate assets 
Appoint a special master to monitor and effectuate property allocations 
Other: 

Conduct review hearings 
Establish schedule for abusive parent to demonstrate compliance with plan 
Set automatic consequences for non-compliance with parenting plan 
Appoint a compliance monitor at abusive parent’s cost 
Hold abusive parent accountable for unjustified, unexcused, intentional violations 
Other: 

Link parental decision-making authority to parental responsibility for child’s care 
Designate victim parent as the custodian of records 
Provide victim parent with information about available community-based resources 
Facilitate victim parent’s access to available community-based resources 
Establish self-executing parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Allow direct and expedited access to parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Establish automatic bill-paying processes for abuser’s financial obligations 
Delineate reasonable house rules 
Limit grounds upon which abuser may object to the victim’s parenting decisions 
Permit the victim to relocate with the child in accordance with the law

Refer abusive parent to batterer intervention for assessment and proper services 
Refer abusive parent to parenting after violence for assessment/proper services 
Other: 

Ensure that parenting plan accommodates child’s interests, activities and supports 
Provide sufficient parenting time flexibility to adapt to child’s age and social needs 
Structure parenting time to maintain access to child’s support system 
Connect child and victim parent to available community based resources
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Nature/Context of Abuse Implications of Abuse Options & Interventions

Abuse of Victim?

Interference with Victim?

Abuser Parenting Deficits?

Abuser Co-Parenting Problems?

Parent’s home environment, extended
family, length of time child lived with each
parent, and maintaining continuity

Monitor abuser's compliance

Establish self-executing terms

Limit abuser's decisionmaking

Limit/prohibit access to victim

Set benchmarks for modification

Strengthen child's support system

Other ______________________

Limit/monitor access to children*

See reverse side for more specifics

Children's Experience of Abuse?

Parent’s ability to meet child’s
developmental needs

Support victim's efforts to protect

N.D. Cent. Code § 14-09-06.2

RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
NORTH DAKOTA

Shared Parenting

Risk of Harm/Lethality?

Best Interests of the Child

Victim's Parental Wellbeing

Children's Safety/Wellbeing

Is abuse an
issue?

What is the
abuser
doing?

What's the
effect on...?

What can
be done
about it?

Parent’s ability to foster a relationship with
the other parent

Parents and child’s emotional ties and
parent’s ability to provide love

Parent’s moral fitness
Parent’s mental and physical health 

Parents ability to provide food, clothing,
shelter, medical care, and a safe environment

Child’s home, school, and community records
Child’s wishes based on age and maturity
Evidence of domestic violence
Individuals who resides with either
parent and their history of violence 
Parent’s making a false allegation
Any other relevant factors 

Note:
Rebuttable presumption against abuser
having residential custody. 
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RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
NORTH DAKOTA

EXAMPLES OF MORE SPECIFIC OPTIONS & INTERVENTIONS

LIMIT OR MONITOR ABUSIVE PARENT’S ACCESS TO CHILD OR VICTIM PARENT:

MONITOR AND ENFORCE ABUSIVE PARENT’S COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING PLAN:

REQUIRE ABUSIVE PARENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIAL INTERVENTIONS AND/OR SERVICES:

LIMIT ABUSIVE PARENT’S RULEMAKING OR DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY:

SUPPORT VICTIM PARENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILD:

STRENGTHEN CHILD’S SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT: 

Limit methods of communication (no in-person, telephonic or social media contact) 
Prescribe frequency and methods of communication (email only, text only, etc.) 
Restrict length and/or content of communication (1-page, 10-minutes, scope, etc.) 
Limit access to sensitive information (addresses, account numbers, SSNs, records) 
Issue and enforce no contact orders and orders for protection 
Require neutral exchange locations (school, place of business, etc.) 
Require third party exchanges (professional, friend, family member, etc.) 
Restrict visitation to designated location (grandparent’s home, public park, church) 
Restrict visitation to a geographical area (25-mile radius, in town, state, or country) 
Condition visitation on having third party present (professional, friend, family) 
Restrict what can happen during visitation (no alcohol or drugs, no weapons, etc.) 
Establish benchmarks for unsupervised access (no abuse, no threats, no violations)  
Condition access on compliance with established terms (sobriety, BIP, car seat, etc.) 
Appoint a post-visitation safety monitor to ensure visits are safe and go as planned
Periodically monitor and conduct risk and danger assessments 
Define consequences for non-compliance with access restrictions 
Other:

Grant sole legal custody to victim parent, with or without specified exceptions 
Grant parallel legal custody, with or without specified exceptions 
Appoint a parenting consultant to confer with abuser on all major decisions 
Appoint a parenting monitor to oversee and periodically assess abuser’s parenting 
Limit abuser’s ability to dispose of real or personal property or to dissipate assets 
Appoint a special master to monitor and effectuate property allocations 
Other: 

Conduct review hearings 
Establish schedule for abusive parent to demonstrate compliance with plan 
Set automatic consequences for non-compliance with parenting plan 
Appoint a compliance monitor at abusive parent’s cost 
Hold abusive parent accountable for unjustified, unexcused, intentional violations 
Other: 

Link parental decision-making authority to parental responsibility for child’s care 
Designate victim parent as the custodian of records 
Provide victim parent with information about available community-based resources 
Facilitate victim parent’s access to available community-based resources 
Establish self-executing parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Allow direct and expedited access to parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Establish automatic bill-paying processes for abuser’s financial obligations 
Delineate reasonable house rules 
Limit grounds upon which abuser may object to the victim’s parenting decisions 
Permit the victim to relocate with the child in accordance with the law

Refer abusive parent to batterer intervention for assessment and proper services 
Refer abusive parent to parenting after violence for assessment/proper services 
Other: 

Ensure that parenting plan accommodates child’s interests, activities and supports 
Provide sufficient parenting time flexibility to adapt to child’s age and social needs 
Structure parenting time to maintain access to child’s support system 
Connect child and victim parent to available community based resources
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Nature/Context of Abuse Implications of Abuse Options & Interventions

Abuse of Victim?

Interference with Victim?

Abuser Parenting Deficits?

Abuser Co-Parenting Problems?

There is a rebuttable presumption
against a parent having sole or
joint custody if a court finds they
committed domestic or family
violence

Monitor abuser's compliance

Establish self-executing terms

Limit abuser's decisionmaking

Limit/prohibit access to victim

Set benchmarks for modification

Strengthen child's support system

Other ______________________

Limit/monitor access to children*

See reverse side for more specifics

Children's Experience of Abuse? Support victim's efforts to protect

N. Mar. I. Code 8 § 1931

RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS

Shared Parenting

Risk of Harm/Lethality?

Best Interests of the Child

Victim's Parental Wellbeing

Children's Safety/Wellbeing

Is abuse an
issue?

What is the
abuser
doing?

What's the
effect on...?

What can
be done
about it?
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RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS

EXAMPLES OF MORE SPECIFIC OPTIONS & INTERVENTIONS

LIMIT OR MONITOR ABUSIVE PARENT’S ACCESS TO CHILD OR VICTIM PARENT:

MONITOR AND ENFORCE ABUSIVE PARENT’S COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING PLAN:

REQUIRE ABUSIVE PARENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIAL INTERVENTIONS AND/OR SERVICES:

LIMIT ABUSIVE PARENT’S RULEMAKING OR DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY:

SUPPORT VICTIM PARENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILD:

STRENGTHEN CHILD’S SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT: 

Limit methods of communication (no in-person, telephonic or social media contact) 
Prescribe frequency and methods of communication (email only, text only, etc.) 
Restrict length and/or content of communication (1-page, 10-minutes, scope, etc.) 
Limit access to sensitive information (addresses, account numbers, SSNs, records) 
Issue and enforce no contact orders and orders for protection 
Require neutral exchange locations (school, place of business, etc.) 
Require third party exchanges (professional, friend, family member, etc.) 
Restrict visitation to designated location (grandparent’s home, public park, church) 
Restrict visitation to a geographical area (25-mile radius, in town, state, or country) 
Condition visitation on having third party present (professional, friend, family) 
Restrict what can happen during visitation (no alcohol or drugs, no weapons, etc.) 
Establish benchmarks for unsupervised access (no abuse, no threats, no violations)  
Condition access on compliance with established terms (sobriety, BIP, car seat, etc.) 
Appoint a post-visitation safety monitor to ensure visits are safe and go as planned
Periodically monitor and conduct risk and danger assessments 
Define consequences for non-compliance with access restrictions 
Other:

Grant sole legal custody to victim parent, with or without specified exceptions 
Grant parallel legal custody, with or without specified exceptions 
Appoint a parenting consultant to confer with abuser on all major decisions 
Appoint a parenting monitor to oversee and periodically assess abuser’s parenting 
Limit abuser’s ability to dispose of real or personal property or to dissipate assets 
Appoint a special master to monitor and effectuate property allocations 
Other: 

Conduct review hearings 
Establish schedule for abusive parent to demonstrate compliance with plan 
Set automatic consequences for non-compliance with parenting plan 
Appoint a compliance monitor at abusive parent’s cost 
Hold abusive parent accountable for unjustified, unexcused, intentional violations 
Other: 

Link parental decision-making authority to parental responsibility for child’s care 
Designate victim parent as the custodian of records 
Provide victim parent with information about available community-based resources 
Facilitate victim parent’s access to available community-based resources 
Establish self-executing parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Allow direct and expedited access to parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Establish automatic bill-paying processes for abuser’s financial obligations 
Delineate reasonable house rules 
Limit grounds upon which abuser may object to the victim’s parenting decisions 
Permit the victim to relocate with the child in accordance with the law

Refer abusive parent to batterer intervention for assessment and proper services 
Refer abusive parent to parenting after violence for assessment/proper services 
Other: 

Ensure that parenting plan accommodates child’s interests, activities and supports 
Provide sufficient parenting time flexibility to adapt to child’s age and social needs 
Structure parenting time to maintain access to child’s support system 
Connect child and victim parent to available community based resources
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Nature/Context of Abuse Implications of Abuse Options & Interventions

Abuse of Victim?

Interference with Victim?

Abuser Parenting Deficits?

Abuser Co-Parenting Problems?

Mental and physical health of parent’s 

Monitor abuser's compliance

Establish self-executing terms

Limit abuser's decisionmaking

Limit/prohibit access to victim

Set benchmarks for modification

Strengthen child's support system

Other ______________________

Limit/monitor access to children*

See reverse side for more specifics

Children's Experience of Abuse?

Child’s adjustment to home, school,
and community

Support victim's efforts to protect

Ohio Rev. Code §  3109.04 (F)(1) and
(2) 

RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
OHIO

Shared Parenting

Risk of Harm/Lethality?

Best Interests of the Child

Victim's Parental Wellbeing

Children's Safety/Wellbeing

Is abuse an
issue?

What is the
abuser
doing?

What's the
effect on...?

What can
be done
about it?

Parent‘s failure to make child support
payments

Parent’s wishes 

Conviction of parent or a member of
their household for abuse of child,
sexual offense, or family member 
History of parent denying the other
parent access to the hcild

Child’s relationship with siblings and
extended family 

Parent’s established residence outside
of the state

Parent more willing to honor parenting
time of other parent 

Child’s wishes expressed to the court 

Parent’s ability to cooperate
Parent’s ability to foster a relationship
with the other parent
History of child abuse or domestic
violence
Parent’s physical proximity to one another
Recommendation of guardian ad litem
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RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
OHIO

EXAMPLES OF MORE SPECIFIC OPTIONS & INTERVENTIONS

LIMIT OR MONITOR ABUSIVE PARENT’S ACCESS TO CHILD OR VICTIM PARENT:

MONITOR AND ENFORCE ABUSIVE PARENT’S COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING PLAN:

REQUIRE ABUSIVE PARENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIAL INTERVENTIONS AND/OR SERVICES:

LIMIT ABUSIVE PARENT’S RULEMAKING OR DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY:

SUPPORT VICTIM PARENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILD:

STRENGTHEN CHILD’S SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT: 

Limit methods of communication (no in-person, telephonic or social media contact) 
Prescribe frequency and methods of communication (email only, text only, etc.) 
Restrict length and/or content of communication (1-page, 10-minutes, scope, etc.) 
Limit access to sensitive information (addresses, account numbers, SSNs, records) 
Issue and enforce no contact orders and orders for protection 
Require neutral exchange locations (school, place of business, etc.) 
Require third party exchanges (professional, friend, family member, etc.) 
Restrict visitation to designated location (grandparent’s home, public park, church) 
Restrict visitation to a geographical area (25-mile radius, in town, state, or country) 
Condition visitation on having third party present (professional, friend, family) 
Restrict what can happen during visitation (no alcohol or drugs, no weapons, etc.) 
Establish benchmarks for unsupervised access (no abuse, no threats, no violations)  
Condition access on compliance with established terms (sobriety, BIP, car seat, etc.) 
Appoint a post-visitation safety monitor to ensure visits are safe and go as planned
Periodically monitor and conduct risk and danger assessments 
Define consequences for non-compliance with access restrictions 
Other:

Grant sole legal custody to victim parent, with or without specified exceptions 
Grant parallel legal custody, with or without specified exceptions 
Appoint a parenting consultant to confer with abuser on all major decisions 
Appoint a parenting monitor to oversee and periodically assess abuser’s parenting 
Limit abuser’s ability to dispose of real or personal property or to dissipate assets 
Appoint a special master to monitor and effectuate property allocations 
Other: 

Conduct review hearings 
Establish schedule for abusive parent to demonstrate compliance with plan 
Set automatic consequences for non-compliance with parenting plan 
Appoint a compliance monitor at abusive parent’s cost 
Hold abusive parent accountable for unjustified, unexcused, intentional violations 
Other: 

Link parental decision-making authority to parental responsibility for child’s care 
Designate victim parent as the custodian of records 
Provide victim parent with information about available community-based resources 
Facilitate victim parent’s access to available community-based resources 
Establish self-executing parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Allow direct and expedited access to parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Establish automatic bill-paying processes for abuser’s financial obligations 
Delineate reasonable house rules 
Limit grounds upon which abuser may object to the victim’s parenting decisions 
Permit the victim to relocate with the child in accordance with the law

Refer abusive parent to batterer intervention for assessment and proper services 
Refer abusive parent to parenting after violence for assessment/proper services 
Other: 

Ensure that parenting plan accommodates child’s interests, activities and supports 
Provide sufficient parenting time flexibility to adapt to child’s age and social needs 
Structure parenting time to maintain access to child’s support system 
Connect child and victim parent to available community based resources
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Nature/Context of Abuse Implications of Abuse Options & Interventions

Abuse of Victim?

Interference with Victim?

Abuser Parenting Deficits?

Abuser Co-Parenting Problems?

Child’s emotional and physical needs

Parent’s abilities 

Monitor abuser's compliance

Establish self-executing terms

Limit abuser's decisionmaking

Limit/prohibit access to victim

Set benchmarks for modification

Strengthen child's support system

Other ______________________

Limit/monitor access to children*

See reverse side for more specifics

Children's Experience of Abuse?

Any emotional or physical danger to
the child

Support victim's efforts to protect

Case law includes:

RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
OKLAHOMA

Shared Parenting

Risk of Harm/Lethality?

Best Interests of the Child

Victim's Parental Wellbeing

Children's Safety/Wellbeing

Is abuse an
issue?

What is the
abuser
doing?

What's the
effect on...?

What can
be done
about it?

Programs available to assist the parent’s in
promoting the best interests 

Child’s wishes 

Parent’s plans for the child 

Rebuttable presumption against parent
who has been convicted of domestic abuse
in the last five years from having custody. 

Okla. Stat. tit. 43 § 112.2 (B)

Stability of the home 

Child’s relationship with siblings and
extended family 

Parent’s abuse of drugs or alcohol 

Parent’s willingness to foster a
relationship with the other parent 
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RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
OKLAHOMA

EXAMPLES OF MORE SPECIFIC OPTIONS & INTERVENTIONS

LIMIT OR MONITOR ABUSIVE PARENT’S ACCESS TO CHILD OR VICTIM PARENT:

MONITOR AND ENFORCE ABUSIVE PARENT’S COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING PLAN:

REQUIRE ABUSIVE PARENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIAL INTERVENTIONS AND/OR SERVICES:

LIMIT ABUSIVE PARENT’S RULEMAKING OR DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY:

SUPPORT VICTIM PARENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILD:

STRENGTHEN CHILD’S SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT: 

Limit methods of communication (no in-person, telephonic or social media contact) 
Prescribe frequency and methods of communication (email only, text only, etc.) 
Restrict length and/or content of communication (1-page, 10-minutes, scope, etc.) 
Limit access to sensitive information (addresses, account numbers, SSNs, records) 
Issue and enforce no contact orders and orders for protection 
Require neutral exchange locations (school, place of business, etc.) 
Require third party exchanges (professional, friend, family member, etc.) 
Restrict visitation to designated location (grandparent’s home, public park, church) 
Restrict visitation to a geographical area (25-mile radius, in town, state, or country) 
Condition visitation on having third party present (professional, friend, family) 
Restrict what can happen during visitation (no alcohol or drugs, no weapons, etc.) 
Establish benchmarks for unsupervised access (no abuse, no threats, no violations)  
Condition access on compliance with established terms (sobriety, BIP, car seat, etc.) 
Appoint a post-visitation safety monitor to ensure visits are safe and go as planned
Periodically monitor and conduct risk and danger assessments 
Define consequences for non-compliance with access restrictions 
Other:

Grant sole legal custody to victim parent, with or without specified exceptions 
Grant parallel legal custody, with or without specified exceptions 
Appoint a parenting consultant to confer with abuser on all major decisions 
Appoint a parenting monitor to oversee and periodically assess abuser’s parenting 
Limit abuser’s ability to dispose of real or personal property or to dissipate assets 
Appoint a special master to monitor and effectuate property allocations 
Other: 

Conduct review hearings 
Establish schedule for abusive parent to demonstrate compliance with plan 
Set automatic consequences for non-compliance with parenting plan 
Appoint a compliance monitor at abusive parent’s cost 
Hold abusive parent accountable for unjustified, unexcused, intentional violations 
Other: 

Link parental decision-making authority to parental responsibility for child’s care 
Designate victim parent as the custodian of records 
Provide victim parent with information about available community-based resources 
Facilitate victim parent’s access to available community-based resources 
Establish self-executing parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Allow direct and expedited access to parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Establish automatic bill-paying processes for abuser’s financial obligations 
Delineate reasonable house rules 
Limit grounds upon which abuser may object to the victim’s parenting decisions 
Permit the victim to relocate with the child in accordance with the law

Refer abusive parent to batterer intervention for assessment and proper services 
Refer abusive parent to parenting after violence for assessment/proper services 
Other: 

Ensure that parenting plan accommodates child’s interests, activities and supports 
Provide sufficient parenting time flexibility to adapt to child’s age and social needs 
Structure parenting time to maintain access to child’s support system 
Connect child and victim parent to available community based resources
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Nature/Context of Abuse Implications of Abuse Options & Interventions

Abuse of Victim?

Interference with Victim?

Abuser Parenting Deficits?

Abuser Co-Parenting Problems?

Parties interest and attitude towards child

Parent’s abuse of the other parent

Monitor abuser's compliance

Establish self-executing terms

Limit abuser's decisionmaking

Limit/prohibit access to victim

Set benchmarks for modification

Strengthen child's support system

Other ______________________

Limit/monitor access to children*

See reverse side for more specifics

Children's Experience of Abuse?

Desirability of continuing an existing
relationship

Support victim's efforts to protect

Or. Rev. Stat. § 107.137 (1)

RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
OREGON

Shared Parenting

Risk of Harm/Lethality?

Best Interests of the Child

Victim's Parental Wellbeing

Children's Safety/Wellbeing

Is abuse an
issue?

What is the
abuser
doing?

What's the
effect on...?

What can
be done
about it?

Preference towards primary caregiver, if fit 

Emotional ties between child and family
members 

Parent’s ability to foster a relationship
with the other parent 

Rebuttable presumption against parent
who committed abuse having sole or joint
custody

Or. Rev. Stat. § 107.137 (2)
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RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
OREGON

EXAMPLES OF MORE SPECIFIC OPTIONS & INTERVENTIONS

LIMIT OR MONITOR ABUSIVE PARENT’S ACCESS TO CHILD OR VICTIM PARENT:

MONITOR AND ENFORCE ABUSIVE PARENT’S COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING PLAN:

REQUIRE ABUSIVE PARENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIAL INTERVENTIONS AND/OR SERVICES:

LIMIT ABUSIVE PARENT’S RULEMAKING OR DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY:

SUPPORT VICTIM PARENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILD:

STRENGTHEN CHILD’S SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT: 

Limit methods of communication (no in-person, telephonic or social media contact) 
Prescribe frequency and methods of communication (email only, text only, etc.) 
Restrict length and/or content of communication (1-page, 10-minutes, scope, etc.) 
Limit access to sensitive information (addresses, account numbers, SSNs, records) 
Issue and enforce no contact orders and orders for protection 
Require neutral exchange locations (school, place of business, etc.) 
Require third party exchanges (professional, friend, family member, etc.) 
Restrict visitation to designated location (grandparent’s home, public park, church) 
Restrict visitation to a geographical area (25-mile radius, in town, state, or country) 
Condition visitation on having third party present (professional, friend, family) 
Restrict what can happen during visitation (no alcohol or drugs, no weapons, etc.) 
Establish benchmarks for unsupervised access (no abuse, no threats, no violations)  
Condition access on compliance with established terms (sobriety, BIP, car seat, etc.) 
Appoint a post-visitation safety monitor to ensure visits are safe and go as planned
Periodically monitor and conduct risk and danger assessments 
Define consequences for non-compliance with access restrictions 
Other:

Grant sole legal custody to victim parent, with or without specified exceptions 
Grant parallel legal custody, with or without specified exceptions 
Appoint a parenting consultant to confer with abuser on all major decisions 
Appoint a parenting monitor to oversee and periodically assess abuser’s parenting 
Limit abuser’s ability to dispose of real or personal property or to dissipate assets 
Appoint a special master to monitor and effectuate property allocations 
Other: 

Conduct review hearings 
Establish schedule for abusive parent to demonstrate compliance with plan 
Set automatic consequences for non-compliance with parenting plan 
Appoint a compliance monitor at abusive parent’s cost 
Hold abusive parent accountable for unjustified, unexcused, intentional violations 
Other: 

Link parental decision-making authority to parental responsibility for child’s care 
Designate victim parent as the custodian of records 
Provide victim parent with information about available community-based resources 
Facilitate victim parent’s access to available community-based resources 
Establish self-executing parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Allow direct and expedited access to parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Establish automatic bill-paying processes for abuser’s financial obligations 
Delineate reasonable house rules 
Limit grounds upon which abuser may object to the victim’s parenting decisions 
Permit the victim to relocate with the child in accordance with the law

Refer abusive parent to batterer intervention for assessment and proper services 
Refer abusive parent to parenting after violence for assessment/proper services 
Other: 

Ensure that parenting plan accommodates child’s interests, activities and supports 
Provide sufficient parenting time flexibility to adapt to child’s age and social needs 
Structure parenting time to maintain access to child’s support system 
Connect child and victim parent to available community based resources
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Nature/Context of Abuse Implications of Abuse Options & Interventions

Abuse of Victim?

Interference with Victim?

Abuser Parenting Deficits?

Abuser Co-Parenting Problems?

Parent’s ability to foster a relationship
with the other parent

Stability and continuity in child’s
education, family life, and community
with consideration of child’s safety

Monitor abuser's compliance

Establish self-executing terms

Limit abuser's decisionmaking

Limit/prohibit access to victim

Set benchmarks for modification

Strengthen child's support system

Other ______________________

Limit/monitor access to children*

See reverse side for more specifics

Children's Experience of Abuse?

History of who performed parental
duties 

Support victim's efforts to protect

23 P.A. C.S. § 5328 (a)

RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
PENNSYLVANIA

Shared Parenting

Risk of Harm/Lethality?

Best Interests of the Child

Victim's Parental Wellbeing

Children's Safety/Wellbeing

Is abuse an
issue?

What is the
abuser
doing?

What's the
effect on...?

What can
be done
about it?

Availability of extended family 

Child’s preference 
History of a parent negatively impacting
child’s relationship with other parent
absent evidence of abuse 

Parent’s ability to attend to child’s physical,
emotional, educational, and special needs
Distance between parties residences 

History of abuse by party or a member of
their household

Parent more likely to ensure child safety

Child’s relationship with siblings 

Parent’s ability to foster a loving, stable,
nurturing relationship with the child

Parent’s ability to care for the child
Level of conflict between the parties
Parent or household members history
of drug or alcohol abuse
Parent or household members mental
and physical condition 
Any other relevant factor 
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RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
PENNSYLVANIA

EXAMPLES OF MORE SPECIFIC OPTIONS & INTERVENTIONS

LIMIT OR MONITOR ABUSIVE PARENT’S ACCESS TO CHILD OR VICTIM PARENT:

MONITOR AND ENFORCE ABUSIVE PARENT’S COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING PLAN:

REQUIRE ABUSIVE PARENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIAL INTERVENTIONS AND/OR SERVICES:

LIMIT ABUSIVE PARENT’S RULEMAKING OR DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY:

SUPPORT VICTIM PARENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILD:

STRENGTHEN CHILD’S SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT: 

Limit methods of communication (no in-person, telephonic or social media contact) 
Prescribe frequency and methods of communication (email only, text only, etc.) 
Restrict length and/or content of communication (1-page, 10-minutes, scope, etc.) 
Limit access to sensitive information (addresses, account numbers, SSNs, records) 
Issue and enforce no contact orders and orders for protection 
Require neutral exchange locations (school, place of business, etc.) 
Require third party exchanges (professional, friend, family member, etc.) 
Restrict visitation to designated location (grandparent’s home, public park, church) 
Restrict visitation to a geographical area (25-mile radius, in town, state, or country) 
Condition visitation on having third party present (professional, friend, family) 
Restrict what can happen during visitation (no alcohol or drugs, no weapons, etc.) 
Establish benchmarks for unsupervised access (no abuse, no threats, no violations)  
Condition access on compliance with established terms (sobriety, BIP, car seat, etc.) 
Appoint a post-visitation safety monitor to ensure visits are safe and go as planned
Periodically monitor and conduct risk and danger assessments 
Define consequences for non-compliance with access restrictions 
Other:

Grant sole legal custody to victim parent, with or without specified exceptions 
Grant parallel legal custody, with or without specified exceptions 
Appoint a parenting consultant to confer with abuser on all major decisions 
Appoint a parenting monitor to oversee and periodically assess abuser’s parenting 
Limit abuser’s ability to dispose of real or personal property or to dissipate assets 
Appoint a special master to monitor and effectuate property allocations 
Other: 

Conduct review hearings 
Establish schedule for abusive parent to demonstrate compliance with plan 
Set automatic consequences for non-compliance with parenting plan 
Appoint a compliance monitor at abusive parent’s cost 
Hold abusive parent accountable for unjustified, unexcused, intentional violations 
Other: 

Link parental decision-making authority to parental responsibility for child’s care 
Designate victim parent as the custodian of records 
Provide victim parent with information about available community-based resources 
Facilitate victim parent’s access to available community-based resources 
Establish self-executing parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Allow direct and expedited access to parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Establish automatic bill-paying processes for abuser’s financial obligations 
Delineate reasonable house rules 
Limit grounds upon which abuser may object to the victim’s parenting decisions 
Permit the victim to relocate with the child in accordance with the law

Refer abusive parent to batterer intervention for assessment and proper services 
Refer abusive parent to parenting after violence for assessment/proper services 
Other: 

Ensure that parenting plan accommodates child’s interests, activities and supports 
Provide sufficient parenting time flexibility to adapt to child’s age and social needs 
Structure parenting time to maintain access to child’s support system 
Connect child and victim parent to available community based resources
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Nature/Context of Abuse Implications of Abuse Options & Interventions

Abuse of Victim?

Interference with Victim?

Abuser Parenting Deficits?

Abuser Co-Parenting Problems?

There is a rebuttable presumption
that joint custody is in the best
interest of the child 

When one parent does not want joint
custody - presumption in favor of other
parent

Parent actions or omissions are
detrimental and set a corruptive
example

Monitor abuser's compliance

Establish self-executing terms

Limit abuser's decisionmaking

Limit/prohibit access to victim

Set benchmarks for modification

Strengthen child's support system

Other ______________________

Limit/monitor access to children*

See reverse side for more specifics

Children's Experience of Abuse?

Parental physical or intellectual
disability and interferes with child care

Support victim's efforts to protect

L.P.R.A. 32 § 3181

RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
PUERTO RICO

Shared Parenting

Risk of Harm/Lethality?

Best Interests of the Child

Victim's Parental Wellbeing

Children's Safety/Wellbeing

Is abuse an
issue?

What is the
abuser
doing?

What's the
effect on...?

What can
be done
about it?

Parent or their current spouse or
domestic partner conviction for child
abuse
Parent imprisoned
Parent convicted of an act of domestic
violence
Parent committed sexual abuse against a
minor

L.P.R.A. 32 § 3187

Parent or their current spouse or
domestic partner is addicted to illegal
drugs or alcohol 
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RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
PUERTO RICO

EXAMPLES OF MORE SPECIFIC OPTIONS & INTERVENTIONS

LIMIT OR MONITOR ABUSIVE PARENT’S ACCESS TO CHILD OR VICTIM PARENT:

MONITOR AND ENFORCE ABUSIVE PARENT’S COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING PLAN:

REQUIRE ABUSIVE PARENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIAL INTERVENTIONS AND/OR SERVICES:

LIMIT ABUSIVE PARENT’S RULEMAKING OR DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY:

SUPPORT VICTIM PARENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILD:

STRENGTHEN CHILD’S SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT: 

Limit methods of communication (no in-person, telephonic or social media contact) 
Prescribe frequency and methods of communication (email only, text only, etc.) 
Restrict length and/or content of communication (1-page, 10-minutes, scope, etc.) 
Limit access to sensitive information (addresses, account numbers, SSNs, records) 
Issue and enforce no contact orders and orders for protection 
Require neutral exchange locations (school, place of business, etc.) 
Require third party exchanges (professional, friend, family member, etc.) 
Restrict visitation to designated location (grandparent’s home, public park, church) 
Restrict visitation to a geographical area (25-mile radius, in town, state, or country) 
Condition visitation on having third party present (professional, friend, family) 
Restrict what can happen during visitation (no alcohol or drugs, no weapons, etc.) 
Establish benchmarks for unsupervised access (no abuse, no threats, no violations)  
Condition access on compliance with established terms (sobriety, BIP, car seat, etc.) 
Appoint a post-visitation safety monitor to ensure visits are safe and go as planned
Periodically monitor and conduct risk and danger assessments 
Define consequences for non-compliance with access restrictions 
Other:

Grant sole legal custody to victim parent, with or without specified exceptions 
Grant parallel legal custody, with or without specified exceptions 
Appoint a parenting consultant to confer with abuser on all major decisions 
Appoint a parenting monitor to oversee and periodically assess abuser’s parenting 
Limit abuser’s ability to dispose of real or personal property or to dissipate assets 
Appoint a special master to monitor and effectuate property allocations 
Other: 

Conduct review hearings 
Establish schedule for abusive parent to demonstrate compliance with plan 
Set automatic consequences for non-compliance with parenting plan 
Appoint a compliance monitor at abusive parent’s cost 
Hold abusive parent accountable for unjustified, unexcused, intentional violations 
Other: 

Link parental decision-making authority to parental responsibility for child’s care 
Designate victim parent as the custodian of records 
Provide victim parent with information about available community-based resources 
Facilitate victim parent’s access to available community-based resources 
Establish self-executing parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Allow direct and expedited access to parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Establish automatic bill-paying processes for abuser’s financial obligations 
Delineate reasonable house rules 
Limit grounds upon which abuser may object to the victim’s parenting decisions 
Permit the victim to relocate with the child in accordance with the law

Refer abusive parent to batterer intervention for assessment and proper services 
Refer abusive parent to parenting after violence for assessment/proper services 
Other: 

Ensure that parenting plan accommodates child’s interests, activities and supports 
Provide sufficient parenting time flexibility to adapt to child’s age and social needs 
Structure parenting time to maintain access to child’s support system 
Connect child and victim parent to available community based resources
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Nature/Context of Abuse Implications of Abuse Options & Interventions

Abuse of Victim?

Interference with Victim?

Abuser Parenting Deficits?

Abuser Co-Parenting Problems?

Monitor abuser's compliance

Establish self-executing terms

Limit abuser's decisionmaking

Limit/prohibit access to victim

Set benchmarks for modification

Strengthen child's support system

Other ______________________

Limit/monitor access to children*

See reverse side for more specifics

Children's Experience of Abuse? Support victim's efforts to protect

Case law includes: 

RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
RHODE ISLAND

Shared Parenting

Risk of Harm/Lethality?

Best Interests of the Child

Victim's Parental Wellbeing

Children's Safety/Wellbeing

Is abuse an
issue?

What is the
abuser
doing?

What's the
effect on...?

What can
be done
about it?

Child’s preference based on age and
understanding

Child’s relationship with parents,
siblings, and any other person who
affects their best interest 

Child’s adjustment to home, school,
and community

Mental and physical health of all
individuals involved 

Stability of home environment

Parent’s wishes

Moral fitness of parents

Parent’s willingness to facilitate a
relationship with the other parent 
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RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
RHODE ISLAND

EXAMPLES OF MORE SPECIFIC OPTIONS & INTERVENTIONS

LIMIT OR MONITOR ABUSIVE PARENT’S ACCESS TO CHILD OR VICTIM PARENT:

MONITOR AND ENFORCE ABUSIVE PARENT’S COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING PLAN:

REQUIRE ABUSIVE PARENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIAL INTERVENTIONS AND/OR SERVICES:

LIMIT ABUSIVE PARENT’S RULEMAKING OR DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY:

SUPPORT VICTIM PARENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILD:

STRENGTHEN CHILD’S SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT: 

Limit methods of communication (no in-person, telephonic or social media contact) 
Prescribe frequency and methods of communication (email only, text only, etc.) 
Restrict length and/or content of communication (1-page, 10-minutes, scope, etc.) 
Limit access to sensitive information (addresses, account numbers, SSNs, records) 
Issue and enforce no contact orders and orders for protection 
Require neutral exchange locations (school, place of business, etc.) 
Require third party exchanges (professional, friend, family member, etc.) 
Restrict visitation to designated location (grandparent’s home, public park, church) 
Restrict visitation to a geographical area (25-mile radius, in town, state, or country) 
Condition visitation on having third party present (professional, friend, family) 
Restrict what can happen during visitation (no alcohol or drugs, no weapons, etc.) 
Establish benchmarks for unsupervised access (no abuse, no threats, no violations)  
Condition access on compliance with established terms (sobriety, BIP, car seat, etc.) 
Appoint a post-visitation safety monitor to ensure visits are safe and go as planned
Periodically monitor and conduct risk and danger assessments 
Define consequences for non-compliance with access restrictions 
Other:

Grant sole legal custody to victim parent, with or without specified exceptions 
Grant parallel legal custody, with or without specified exceptions 
Appoint a parenting consultant to confer with abuser on all major decisions 
Appoint a parenting monitor to oversee and periodically assess abuser’s parenting 
Limit abuser’s ability to dispose of real or personal property or to dissipate assets 
Appoint a special master to monitor and effectuate property allocations 
Other: 

Conduct review hearings 
Establish schedule for abusive parent to demonstrate compliance with plan 
Set automatic consequences for non-compliance with parenting plan 
Appoint a compliance monitor at abusive parent’s cost 
Hold abusive parent accountable for unjustified, unexcused, intentional violations 
Other: 

Link parental decision-making authority to parental responsibility for child’s care 
Designate victim parent as the custodian of records 
Provide victim parent with information about available community-based resources 
Facilitate victim parent’s access to available community-based resources 
Establish self-executing parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Allow direct and expedited access to parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Establish automatic bill-paying processes for abuser’s financial obligations 
Delineate reasonable house rules 
Limit grounds upon which abuser may object to the victim’s parenting decisions 
Permit the victim to relocate with the child in accordance with the law

Refer abusive parent to batterer intervention for assessment and proper services 
Refer abusive parent to parenting after violence for assessment/proper services 
Other: 

Ensure that parenting plan accommodates child’s interests, activities and supports 
Provide sufficient parenting time flexibility to adapt to child’s age and social needs 
Structure parenting time to maintain access to child’s support system 
Connect child and victim parent to available community based resources
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Nature/Context of Abuse Implications of Abuse Options & Interventions

Abuse of Victim?

Interference with Victim?

Abuser Parenting Deficits?

Abuser Co-Parenting Problems?

Child’s temperament and developmental
needs

Monitor abuser's compliance

Establish self-executing terms

Limit abuser's decisionmaking

Limit/prohibit access to victim

Set benchmarks for modification

Strengthen child's support system

Other ______________________

Limit/monitor access to children*

See reverse side for more specifics

Children's Experience of Abuse? Support victim's efforts to protect

S.C. Code Ann. § 63-15-240 (B)

RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
SOUTH CAROLINA

Shared Parenting

Risk of Harm/Lethality?

Best Interests of the Child

Victim's Parental Wellbeing

Children's Safety/Wellbeing

Is abuse an
issue?

What is the
abuser
doing?

What's the
effect on...?

What can
be done
about it?

Child’s preference
Parent’s wishes
Child’s relationship with each parent,
siblings, and any other person including a
grandparent 
Parent’s ability to foster a relationship
between child and other parent 
Parent’s manipulation of child by using
them in the parents’ dispute 
Parent disparaging other parent in front of
child
Parent’s ability to be actively involved with
the child 
Child’s adjustment to home, school, and
community
Stability of child’s current and proposed
residence 
Mental and physical health of parents
Child’s cultural and spiritual background

Parent’s ability to understand child’s needs

Abuse of child or a sibling
Domestic violence or child abuse

Any other relevant factors 
Parent’s relocation over 100 miles
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RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
SOUTH CAROLINA

EXAMPLES OF MORE SPECIFIC OPTIONS & INTERVENTIONS

LIMIT OR MONITOR ABUSIVE PARENT’S ACCESS TO CHILD OR VICTIM PARENT:

MONITOR AND ENFORCE ABUSIVE PARENT’S COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING PLAN:

REQUIRE ABUSIVE PARENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIAL INTERVENTIONS AND/OR SERVICES:

LIMIT ABUSIVE PARENT’S RULEMAKING OR DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY:

SUPPORT VICTIM PARENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILD:

STRENGTHEN CHILD’S SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT: 

Limit methods of communication (no in-person, telephonic or social media contact) 
Prescribe frequency and methods of communication (email only, text only, etc.) 
Restrict length and/or content of communication (1-page, 10-minutes, scope, etc.) 
Limit access to sensitive information (addresses, account numbers, SSNs, records) 
Issue and enforce no contact orders and orders for protection 
Require neutral exchange locations (school, place of business, etc.) 
Require third party exchanges (professional, friend, family member, etc.) 
Restrict visitation to designated location (grandparent’s home, public park, church) 
Restrict visitation to a geographical area (25-mile radius, in town, state, or country) 
Condition visitation on having third party present (professional, friend, family) 
Restrict what can happen during visitation (no alcohol or drugs, no weapons, etc.) 
Establish benchmarks for unsupervised access (no abuse, no threats, no violations)  
Condition access on compliance with established terms (sobriety, BIP, car seat, etc.) 
Appoint a post-visitation safety monitor to ensure visits are safe and go as planned
Periodically monitor and conduct risk and danger assessments 
Define consequences for non-compliance with access restrictions 
Other:

Grant sole legal custody to victim parent, with or without specified exceptions 
Grant parallel legal custody, with or without specified exceptions 
Appoint a parenting consultant to confer with abuser on all major decisions 
Appoint a parenting monitor to oversee and periodically assess abuser’s parenting 
Limit abuser’s ability to dispose of real or personal property or to dissipate assets 
Appoint a special master to monitor and effectuate property allocations 
Other: 

Conduct review hearings 
Establish schedule for abusive parent to demonstrate compliance with plan 
Set automatic consequences for non-compliance with parenting plan 
Appoint a compliance monitor at abusive parent’s cost 
Hold abusive parent accountable for unjustified, unexcused, intentional violations 
Other: 

Link parental decision-making authority to parental responsibility for child’s care 
Designate victim parent as the custodian of records 
Provide victim parent with information about available community-based resources 
Facilitate victim parent’s access to available community-based resources 
Establish self-executing parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Allow direct and expedited access to parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Establish automatic bill-paying processes for abuser’s financial obligations 
Delineate reasonable house rules 
Limit grounds upon which abuser may object to the victim’s parenting decisions 
Permit the victim to relocate with the child in accordance with the law

Refer abusive parent to batterer intervention for assessment and proper services 
Refer abusive parent to parenting after violence for assessment/proper services 
Other: 

Ensure that parenting plan accommodates child’s interests, activities and supports 
Provide sufficient parenting time flexibility to adapt to child’s age and social needs 
Structure parenting time to maintain access to child’s support system 
Connect child and victim parent to available community based resources
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Nature/Context of Abuse Implications of Abuse Options & Interventions

Abuse of Victim?

Interference with Victim?

Abuser Parenting Deficits?

Abuser Co-Parenting Problems?

Child’s temporal, mental, and moral welfare.

Monitor abuser's compliance

Establish self-executing terms

Limit abuser's decisionmaking

Limit/prohibit access to victim

Set benchmarks for modification

Strengthen child's support system

Other ______________________

Limit/monitor access to children*

See reverse side for more specifics

Children's Experience of Abuse? Support victim's efforts to protect

S.D. Codified Laws § 25-4-45

RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
SOUTH DAKOTA

Shared Parenting

Risk of Harm/Lethality?

Best Interests of the Child

Victim's Parental Wellbeing

Children's Safety/Wellbeing

Is abuse an
issue?

What is the
abuser
doing?

What's the
effect on...?

What can
be done
about it?

Parental fitness, including mental and
physical health
Parent’s providing protection, food,
clothing, mental care, and basic needs 
Parent’s ability to give love, affection,
guidance, education, and religious guidance
Parent’s propensity to support relationship
with the other parent 
Child’s relationship with parents, step-
parents, siblings and extended family 
Child’s adjustment to home, school, and
the community 
Continuity in the child’s life 

Child’s preference based on age and
intelligence 
Parent’s misconduct 
Keeping siblings together 

Conviction or history of domestic abuse
creates a rebuttable presumption that
awarding custody to the abusive parent is
not in the best interest of the child.

Case law includes: 

Parent’s history as primary caretaker 

S.D. Codified Laws § 25-4-45.5
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RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
SOUTH DAKOTA

EXAMPLES OF MORE SPECIFIC OPTIONS & INTERVENTIONS

LIMIT OR MONITOR ABUSIVE PARENT’S ACCESS TO CHILD OR VICTIM PARENT:

MONITOR AND ENFORCE ABUSIVE PARENT’S COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING PLAN:

REQUIRE ABUSIVE PARENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIAL INTERVENTIONS AND/OR SERVICES:

LIMIT ABUSIVE PARENT’S RULEMAKING OR DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY:

SUPPORT VICTIM PARENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILD:

STRENGTHEN CHILD’S SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT: 

Limit methods of communication (no in-person, telephonic or social media contact) 
Prescribe frequency and methods of communication (email only, text only, etc.) 
Restrict length and/or content of communication (1-page, 10-minutes, scope, etc.) 
Limit access to sensitive information (addresses, account numbers, SSNs, records) 
Issue and enforce no contact orders and orders for protection 
Require neutral exchange locations (school, place of business, etc.) 
Require third party exchanges (professional, friend, family member, etc.) 
Restrict visitation to designated location (grandparent’s home, public park, church) 
Restrict visitation to a geographical area (25-mile radius, in town, state, or country) 
Condition visitation on having third party present (professional, friend, family) 
Restrict what can happen during visitation (no alcohol or drugs, no weapons, etc.) 
Establish benchmarks for unsupervised access (no abuse, no threats, no violations)  
Condition access on compliance with established terms (sobriety, BIP, car seat, etc.) 
Appoint a post-visitation safety monitor to ensure visits are safe and go as planned
Periodically monitor and conduct risk and danger assessments 
Define consequences for non-compliance with access restrictions 
Other:

Grant sole legal custody to victim parent, with or without specified exceptions 
Grant parallel legal custody, with or without specified exceptions 
Appoint a parenting consultant to confer with abuser on all major decisions 
Appoint a parenting monitor to oversee and periodically assess abuser’s parenting 
Limit abuser’s ability to dispose of real or personal property or to dissipate assets 
Appoint a special master to monitor and effectuate property allocations 
Other: 

Conduct review hearings 
Establish schedule for abusive parent to demonstrate compliance with plan 
Set automatic consequences for non-compliance with parenting plan 
Appoint a compliance monitor at abusive parent’s cost 
Hold abusive parent accountable for unjustified, unexcused, intentional violations 
Other: 

Link parental decision-making authority to parental responsibility for child’s care 
Designate victim parent as the custodian of records 
Provide victim parent with information about available community-based resources 
Facilitate victim parent’s access to available community-based resources 
Establish self-executing parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Allow direct and expedited access to parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Establish automatic bill-paying processes for abuser’s financial obligations 
Delineate reasonable house rules 
Limit grounds upon which abuser may object to the victim’s parenting decisions 
Permit the victim to relocate with the child in accordance with the law

Refer abusive parent to batterer intervention for assessment and proper services 
Refer abusive parent to parenting after violence for assessment/proper services 
Other: 

Ensure that parenting plan accommodates child’s interests, activities and supports 
Provide sufficient parenting time flexibility to adapt to child’s age and social needs 
Structure parenting time to maintain access to child’s support system 
Connect child and victim parent to available community based resources
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Nature/Context of Abuse Implications of Abuse Options & Interventions

Abuse of Victim?

Interference with Victim?

Abuser Parenting Deficits?

Abuser Co-Parenting Problems?

Relationship between parent and child 

Monitor abuser's compliance

Establish self-executing terms

Limit abuser's decisionmaking

Limit/prohibit access to victim

Set benchmarks for modification

Strengthen child's support system

Other ______________________

Limit/monitor access to children*

See reverse side for more specifics

Children's Experience of Abuse?

Parent’s ability to support the child’s
relationship with the other parent

Support victim's efforts to protect

Tenn. Code Ann. §  36-6-106 (a)

RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
TENNESSEE

Shared Parenting

Risk of Harm/Lethality?

Best Interests of the Child

Victim's Parental Wellbeing

Children's Safety/Wellbeing

Is abuse an
issue?

What is the
abuser
doing?

What's the
effect on...?

What can
be done
about it?

Refusal to attend parent education seminar
may be considered a lack of good faith
Parent’s ability to provide food, clothing,
medical care, education, and other
necessary care 
Parent’s history as the primary caregiver
Love, affection, and emotional tie between
parent and child
Child’s emotional needs and
developmental level
Parent’s moral, physical, mental, and
emotional fitness
Child’s relationship with siblings, relatives,
step-relatives, mentors, and involvement in
physical surroundings, school, or other
activities 
Continuity in the child’s life 
Evidence of abuse of the child, other
parent, or any other person
Character of any household member 
Preference of child over age 12 
Parent’s employment schedule 
Any other relevant factors
Parent’s failure to pay child support for 3 or
more years
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RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
TENNESSEE

EXAMPLES OF MORE SPECIFIC OPTIONS & INTERVENTIONS

LIMIT OR MONITOR ABUSIVE PARENT’S ACCESS TO CHILD OR VICTIM PARENT:

MONITOR AND ENFORCE ABUSIVE PARENT’S COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING PLAN:

REQUIRE ABUSIVE PARENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIAL INTERVENTIONS AND/OR SERVICES:

LIMIT ABUSIVE PARENT’S RULEMAKING OR DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY:

SUPPORT VICTIM PARENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILD:

STRENGTHEN CHILD’S SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT: 

Limit methods of communication (no in-person, telephonic or social media contact) 
Prescribe frequency and methods of communication (email only, text only, etc.) 
Restrict length and/or content of communication (1-page, 10-minutes, scope, etc.) 
Limit access to sensitive information (addresses, account numbers, SSNs, records) 
Issue and enforce no contact orders and orders for protection 
Require neutral exchange locations (school, place of business, etc.) 
Require third party exchanges (professional, friend, family member, etc.) 
Restrict visitation to designated location (grandparent’s home, public park, church) 
Restrict visitation to a geographical area (25-mile radius, in town, state, or country) 
Condition visitation on having third party present (professional, friend, family) 
Restrict what can happen during visitation (no alcohol or drugs, no weapons, etc.) 
Establish benchmarks for unsupervised access (no abuse, no threats, no violations)  
Condition access on compliance with established terms (sobriety, BIP, car seat, etc.) 
Appoint a post-visitation safety monitor to ensure visits are safe and go as planned
Periodically monitor and conduct risk and danger assessments 
Define consequences for non-compliance with access restrictions 
Other:

Grant sole legal custody to victim parent, with or without specified exceptions 
Grant parallel legal custody, with or without specified exceptions 
Appoint a parenting consultant to confer with abuser on all major decisions 
Appoint a parenting monitor to oversee and periodically assess abuser’s parenting 
Limit abuser’s ability to dispose of real or personal property or to dissipate assets 
Appoint a special master to monitor and effectuate property allocations 
Other: 

Conduct review hearings 
Establish schedule for abusive parent to demonstrate compliance with plan 
Set automatic consequences for non-compliance with parenting plan 
Appoint a compliance monitor at abusive parent’s cost 
Hold abusive parent accountable for unjustified, unexcused, intentional violations 
Other: 

Link parental decision-making authority to parental responsibility for child’s care 
Designate victim parent as the custodian of records 
Provide victim parent with information about available community-based resources 
Facilitate victim parent’s access to available community-based resources 
Establish self-executing parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Allow direct and expedited access to parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Establish automatic bill-paying processes for abuser’s financial obligations 
Delineate reasonable house rules 
Limit grounds upon which abuser may object to the victim’s parenting decisions 
Permit the victim to relocate with the child in accordance with the law

Refer abusive parent to batterer intervention for assessment and proper services 
Refer abusive parent to parenting after violence for assessment/proper services 
Other: 

Ensure that parenting plan accommodates child’s interests, activities and supports 
Provide sufficient parenting time flexibility to adapt to child’s age and social needs 
Structure parenting time to maintain access to child’s support system 
Connect child and victim parent to available community based resources



 

© 2024 Battered Women’s Justice Project, St. Paul, MN 

Nature/Context of Abuse Implications of Abuse Options & Interventions

Abuse of Victim?

Interference with Victim?

Abuser Parenting Deficits?

Abuser Co-Parenting Problems?

Rebuttable presumption against a parent
having conservatorship if there is evidence
that parent committed physical or sexual
abuse against a spouse, a parent of the child,
or a child. Monitor abuser's compliance

Establish self-executing terms

Limit abuser's decisionmaking

Limit/prohibit access to victim

Set benchmarks for modification

Strengthen child's support system

Other ______________________

Limit/monitor access to children*

See reverse side for more specifics

Children's Experience of Abuse?

Child’s age, developmental status,
circumstances, and needs

Support victim's efforts to protect

Tex. Fam. Code §  153.256

RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
TEXAS

Shared Parenting

Risk of Harm/Lethality?

Best Interests of the Child

Victim's Parental Wellbeing

Children's Safety/Wellbeing

Is abuse an
issue?

What is the
abuser
doing?

What's the
effect on...?

What can
be done
about it?

Parent’s circumstances 

Any other relevant factor 

Tex. Fam. Code §  153.004
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RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
TEXAS

EXAMPLES OF MORE SPECIFIC OPTIONS & INTERVENTIONS

LIMIT OR MONITOR ABUSIVE PARENT’S ACCESS TO CHILD OR VICTIM PARENT:

MONITOR AND ENFORCE ABUSIVE PARENT’S COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING PLAN:

REQUIRE ABUSIVE PARENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIAL INTERVENTIONS AND/OR SERVICES:

LIMIT ABUSIVE PARENT’S RULEMAKING OR DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY:

SUPPORT VICTIM PARENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILD:

STRENGTHEN CHILD’S SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT: 

Limit methods of communication (no in-person, telephonic or social media contact) 
Prescribe frequency and methods of communication (email only, text only, etc.) 
Restrict length and/or content of communication (1-page, 10-minutes, scope, etc.) 
Limit access to sensitive information (addresses, account numbers, SSNs, records) 
Issue and enforce no contact orders and orders for protection 
Require neutral exchange locations (school, place of business, etc.) 
Require third party exchanges (professional, friend, family member, etc.) 
Restrict visitation to designated location (grandparent’s home, public park, church) 
Restrict visitation to a geographical area (25-mile radius, in town, state, or country) 
Condition visitation on having third party present (professional, friend, family) 
Restrict what can happen during visitation (no alcohol or drugs, no weapons, etc.) 
Establish benchmarks for unsupervised access (no abuse, no threats, no violations)  
Condition access on compliance with established terms (sobriety, BIP, car seat, etc.) 
Appoint a post-visitation safety monitor to ensure visits are safe and go as planned
Periodically monitor and conduct risk and danger assessments 
Define consequences for non-compliance with access restrictions 
Other:

Grant sole legal custody to victim parent, with or without specified exceptions 
Grant parallel legal custody, with or without specified exceptions 
Appoint a parenting consultant to confer with abuser on all major decisions 
Appoint a parenting monitor to oversee and periodically assess abuser’s parenting 
Limit abuser’s ability to dispose of real or personal property or to dissipate assets 
Appoint a special master to monitor and effectuate property allocations 
Other: 

Conduct review hearings 
Establish schedule for abusive parent to demonstrate compliance with plan 
Set automatic consequences for non-compliance with parenting plan 
Appoint a compliance monitor at abusive parent’s cost 
Hold abusive parent accountable for unjustified, unexcused, intentional violations 
Other: 

Link parental decision-making authority to parental responsibility for child’s care 
Designate victim parent as the custodian of records 
Provide victim parent with information about available community-based resources 
Facilitate victim parent’s access to available community-based resources 
Establish self-executing parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Allow direct and expedited access to parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Establish automatic bill-paying processes for abuser’s financial obligations 
Delineate reasonable house rules 
Limit grounds upon which abuser may object to the victim’s parenting decisions 
Permit the victim to relocate with the child in accordance with the law

Refer abusive parent to batterer intervention for assessment and proper services 
Refer abusive parent to parenting after violence for assessment/proper services 
Other: 

Ensure that parenting plan accommodates child’s interests, activities and supports 
Provide sufficient parenting time flexibility to adapt to child’s age and social needs 
Structure parenting time to maintain access to child’s support system 
Connect child and victim parent to available community based resources
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Nature/Context of Abuse Implications of Abuse Options & Interventions

Abuse of Victim?

Interference with Victim?

Abuser Parenting Deficits?

Abuser Co-Parenting Problems?

Each parents’ home environment
and how travel between the two
will impact the child 

History of parent acting as primary
caretaker and ability to nurture child

Interaction between child and their
parents, siblings, or other person
impacting their life

Monitor abuser's compliance

Establish self-executing terms

Limit abuser's decisionmaking

Limit/prohibit access to victim

Set benchmarks for modification

Strengthen child's support system

Other ______________________

Limit/monitor access to children*

See reverse side for more specifics

Children's Experience of Abuse?

Evidence of domestic violence, sexual
violence, child abuse, or child neglect

Support victim's efforts to protect

Case law includes: 

RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
US VIRGIN ISLANDS

Shared Parenting

Risk of Harm/Lethality?

Best Interests of the Child

Victim's Parental Wellbeing

Children's Safety/Wellbeing

Is abuse an
issue?

What is the
abuser
doing?

What's the
effect on...?

What can
be done
about it?

Recommendation by court appointed
guardian ad litem
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RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
US VIRGIN ISLANDS

EXAMPLES OF MORE SPECIFIC OPTIONS & INTERVENTIONS

LIMIT OR MONITOR ABUSIVE PARENT’S ACCESS TO CHILD OR VICTIM PARENT:

MONITOR AND ENFORCE ABUSIVE PARENT’S COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING PLAN:

REQUIRE ABUSIVE PARENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIAL INTERVENTIONS AND/OR SERVICES:

LIMIT ABUSIVE PARENT’S RULEMAKING OR DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY:

SUPPORT VICTIM PARENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILD:

STRENGTHEN CHILD’S SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT: 

Limit methods of communication (no in-person, telephonic or social media contact) 
Prescribe frequency and methods of communication (email only, text only, etc.) 
Restrict length and/or content of communication (1-page, 10-minutes, scope, etc.) 
Limit access to sensitive information (addresses, account numbers, SSNs, records) 
Issue and enforce no contact orders and orders for protection 
Require neutral exchange locations (school, place of business, etc.) 
Require third party exchanges (professional, friend, family member, etc.) 
Restrict visitation to designated location (grandparent’s home, public park, church) 
Restrict visitation to a geographical area (25-mile radius, in town, state, or country) 
Condition visitation on having third party present (professional, friend, family) 
Restrict what can happen during visitation (no alcohol or drugs, no weapons, etc.) 
Establish benchmarks for unsupervised access (no abuse, no threats, no violations)  
Condition access on compliance with established terms (sobriety, BIP, car seat, etc.) 
Appoint a post-visitation safety monitor to ensure visits are safe and go as planned
Periodically monitor and conduct risk and danger assessments 
Define consequences for non-compliance with access restrictions 
Other:

Grant sole legal custody to victim parent, with or without specified exceptions 
Grant parallel legal custody, with or without specified exceptions 
Appoint a parenting consultant to confer with abuser on all major decisions 
Appoint a parenting monitor to oversee and periodically assess abuser’s parenting 
Limit abuser’s ability to dispose of real or personal property or to dissipate assets 
Appoint a special master to monitor and effectuate property allocations 
Other: 

Conduct review hearings 
Establish schedule for abusive parent to demonstrate compliance with plan 
Set automatic consequences for non-compliance with parenting plan 
Appoint a compliance monitor at abusive parent’s cost 
Hold abusive parent accountable for unjustified, unexcused, intentional violations 
Other: 

Link parental decision-making authority to parental responsibility for child’s care 
Designate victim parent as the custodian of records 
Provide victim parent with information about available community-based resources 
Facilitate victim parent’s access to available community-based resources 
Establish self-executing parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Allow direct and expedited access to parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Establish automatic bill-paying processes for abuser’s financial obligations 
Delineate reasonable house rules 
Limit grounds upon which abuser may object to the victim’s parenting decisions 
Permit the victim to relocate with the child in accordance with the law

Refer abusive parent to batterer intervention for assessment and proper services 
Refer abusive parent to parenting after violence for assessment/proper services 
Other: 

Ensure that parenting plan accommodates child’s interests, activities and supports 
Provide sufficient parenting time flexibility to adapt to child’s age and social needs 
Structure parenting time to maintain access to child’s support system 
Connect child and victim parent to available community based resources



 

© 2024 Battered Women’s Justice Project, St. Paul, MN 

Nature/Context of Abuse Implications of Abuse Options & Interventions

Abuse of Victim?

Interference with Victim?

Abuser Parenting Deficits?

Abuser Co-Parenting Problems?

Evidence of psychological maltreatment

Monitor abuser's compliance

Establish self-executing terms

Limit abuser's decisionmaking

Limit/prohibit access to victim

Set benchmarks for modification

Strengthen child's support system

Other ______________________

Limit/monitor access to children*

See reverse side for more specifics

Children's Experience of Abuse?

Parenting and co-parenting skills

Support victim's efforts to protect

Utah Code §  81-9-204 (4)

RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
UTAH

Shared Parenting

Risk of Harm/Lethality?

Best Interests of the Child

Victim's Parental Wellbeing

Children's Safety/Wellbeing

Is abuse an
issue?

What is the
abuser
doing?

What's the
effect on...?

What can
be done
about it?

Past conduct and moral character of parents

Any reason for prior relinquishment of
custody or parenting time
Duration and depth of desire for custody
Parent’s religious compatibility with child

Parent’s understanding and ability to meet
the developmental needs, including;
physical, emotional, educational, medical,
and special needs

Child’s interaction with step-parents,
extended family, and other individuals
Parent who has acted as primary caretaker 

Parent’s emotional stability
Parent’s drug or alcohol abuse

Parent’s financial responsibility 

Previous parenting arrangements that
allowed child to be happy in home, school,
and community 
Benefit of keeping siblings together
Child’s wishes and concerns
Depth, quality, and nature of relationship
between child and each parent
Any other relevant factor

Utah Code §  81-9-204 (3)
The court should consider evidence of
domestic violence or abuse involving the
minor child, the parent, or a household
member and whether parent-time would
endanger minor child’s health or physical or
psychological safety.
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RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
UTAH

EXAMPLES OF MORE SPECIFIC OPTIONS & INTERVENTIONS

LIMIT OR MONITOR ABUSIVE PARENT’S ACCESS TO CHILD OR VICTIM PARENT:

MONITOR AND ENFORCE ABUSIVE PARENT’S COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING PLAN:

REQUIRE ABUSIVE PARENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIAL INTERVENTIONS AND/OR SERVICES:

LIMIT ABUSIVE PARENT’S RULEMAKING OR DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY:

SUPPORT VICTIM PARENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILD:

STRENGTHEN CHILD’S SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT: 

Limit methods of communication (no in-person, telephonic or social media contact) 
Prescribe frequency and methods of communication (email only, text only, etc.) 
Restrict length and/or content of communication (1-page, 10-minutes, scope, etc.) 
Limit access to sensitive information (addresses, account numbers, SSNs, records) 
Issue and enforce no contact orders and orders for protection 
Require neutral exchange locations (school, place of business, etc.) 
Require third party exchanges (professional, friend, family member, etc.) 
Restrict visitation to designated location (grandparent’s home, public park, church) 
Restrict visitation to a geographical area (25-mile radius, in town, state, or country) 
Condition visitation on having third party present (professional, friend, family) 
Restrict what can happen during visitation (no alcohol or drugs, no weapons, etc.) 
Establish benchmarks for unsupervised access (no abuse, no threats, no violations)  
Condition access on compliance with established terms (sobriety, BIP, car seat, etc.) 
Appoint a post-visitation safety monitor to ensure visits are safe and go as planned
Periodically monitor and conduct risk and danger assessments 
Define consequences for non-compliance with access restrictions 
Other:

Grant sole legal custody to victim parent, with or without specified exceptions 
Grant parallel legal custody, with or without specified exceptions 
Appoint a parenting consultant to confer with abuser on all major decisions 
Appoint a parenting monitor to oversee and periodically assess abuser’s parenting 
Limit abuser’s ability to dispose of real or personal property or to dissipate assets 
Appoint a special master to monitor and effectuate property allocations 
Other: 

Conduct review hearings 
Establish schedule for abusive parent to demonstrate compliance with plan 
Set automatic consequences for non-compliance with parenting plan 
Appoint a compliance monitor at abusive parent’s cost 
Hold abusive parent accountable for unjustified, unexcused, intentional violations 
Other: 

Link parental decision-making authority to parental responsibility for child’s care 
Designate victim parent as the custodian of records 
Provide victim parent with information about available community-based resources 
Facilitate victim parent’s access to available community-based resources 
Establish self-executing parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Allow direct and expedited access to parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Establish automatic bill-paying processes for abuser’s financial obligations 
Delineate reasonable house rules 
Limit grounds upon which abuser may object to the victim’s parenting decisions 
Permit the victim to relocate with the child in accordance with the law

Refer abusive parent to batterer intervention for assessment and proper services 
Refer abusive parent to parenting after violence for assessment/proper services 
Other: 

Ensure that parenting plan accommodates child’s interests, activities and supports 
Provide sufficient parenting time flexibility to adapt to child’s age and social needs 
Structure parenting time to maintain access to child’s support system 
Connect child and victim parent to available community based resources
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Nature/Context of Abuse Implications of Abuse Options & Interventions

Abuse of Victim?

Interference with Victim?

Abuser Parenting Deficits?

Abuser Co-Parenting Problems?

Relationship between parent and child

Monitor abuser's compliance

Establish self-executing terms

Limit abuser's decisionmaking

Limit/prohibit access to victim

Set benchmarks for modification

Strengthen child's support system

Other ______________________

Limit/monitor access to children*

See reverse side for more specifics

Children's Experience of Abuse?

Ability to meet child’s present and future
developmental needs 

Support victim's efforts to protect

15 V.S.A. §  665 (b)

RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
VERMONT

Shared Parenting

Risk of Harm/Lethality?

Best Interests of the Child

Victim's Parental Wellbeing

Children's Safety/Wellbeing

Is abuse an
issue?

What is the
abuser
doing?

What's the
effect on...?

What can
be done
about it?

Child’s current housing, school, community
and the effect of a change

Parent’s ability to support the child’s
relationship with the other parent

Quality of child’s relationship with the
primary care provider

Child’s relationship with any other person
who may significantly affect them

Ability to provide adequate food, clothing,
medical care, other material needs, and a
safe enviornment.

Parent’s ability to communicate and
cooperate with each other 

Evidence of abuse
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RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
VERMONT

EXAMPLES OF MORE SPECIFIC OPTIONS & INTERVENTIONS

LIMIT OR MONITOR ABUSIVE PARENT’S ACCESS TO CHILD OR VICTIM PARENT:

MONITOR AND ENFORCE ABUSIVE PARENT’S COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING PLAN:

REQUIRE ABUSIVE PARENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIAL INTERVENTIONS AND/OR SERVICES:

LIMIT ABUSIVE PARENT’S RULEMAKING OR DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY:

SUPPORT VICTIM PARENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILD:

STRENGTHEN CHILD’S SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT: 

Limit methods of communication (no in-person, telephonic or social media contact) 
Prescribe frequency and methods of communication (email only, text only, etc.) 
Restrict length and/or content of communication (1-page, 10-minutes, scope, etc.) 
Limit access to sensitive information (addresses, account numbers, SSNs, records) 
Issue and enforce no contact orders and orders for protection 
Require neutral exchange locations (school, place of business, etc.) 
Require third party exchanges (professional, friend, family member, etc.) 
Restrict visitation to designated location (grandparent’s home, public park, church) 
Restrict visitation to a geographical area (25-mile radius, in town, state, or country) 
Condition visitation on having third party present (professional, friend, family) 
Restrict what can happen during visitation (no alcohol or drugs, no weapons, etc.) 
Establish benchmarks for unsupervised access (no abuse, no threats, no violations)  
Condition access on compliance with established terms (sobriety, BIP, car seat, etc.) 
Appoint a post-visitation safety monitor to ensure visits are safe and go as planned
Periodically monitor and conduct risk and danger assessments 
Define consequences for non-compliance with access restrictions 
Other:

Grant sole legal custody to victim parent, with or without specified exceptions 
Grant parallel legal custody, with or without specified exceptions 
Appoint a parenting consultant to confer with abuser on all major decisions 
Appoint a parenting monitor to oversee and periodically assess abuser’s parenting 
Limit abuser’s ability to dispose of real or personal property or to dissipate assets 
Appoint a special master to monitor and effectuate property allocations 
Other: 

Conduct review hearings 
Establish schedule for abusive parent to demonstrate compliance with plan 
Set automatic consequences for non-compliance with parenting plan 
Appoint a compliance monitor at abusive parent’s cost 
Hold abusive parent accountable for unjustified, unexcused, intentional violations 
Other: 

Link parental decision-making authority to parental responsibility for child’s care 
Designate victim parent as the custodian of records 
Provide victim parent with information about available community-based resources 
Facilitate victim parent’s access to available community-based resources 
Establish self-executing parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Allow direct and expedited access to parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Establish automatic bill-paying processes for abuser’s financial obligations 
Delineate reasonable house rules 
Limit grounds upon which abuser may object to the victim’s parenting decisions 
Permit the victim to relocate with the child in accordance with the law

Refer abusive parent to batterer intervention for assessment and proper services 
Refer abusive parent to parenting after violence for assessment/proper services 
Other: 

Ensure that parenting plan accommodates child’s interests, activities and supports 
Provide sufficient parenting time flexibility to adapt to child’s age and social needs 
Structure parenting time to maintain access to child’s support system 
Connect child and victim parent to available community based resources
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Nature/Context of Abuse Implications of Abuse Options & Interventions

Abuse of Victim?

Interference with Victim?

Abuser Parenting Deficits?

Abuser Co-Parenting Problems?

Child’s age and physical and mental condition

Monitor abuser's compliance

Establish self-executing terms

Limit abuser's decisionmaking

Limit/prohibit access to victim

Set benchmarks for modification

Strengthen child's support system

Other ______________________

Limit/monitor access to children*

See reverse side for more specifics

Children's Experience of Abuse?

Relationship between parent and child, with
consideration given to past positive
involvement 

Support victim's efforts to protect

 Va. Code Ann. §  20-124.3

RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
VIRGINIA

Shared Parenting

Risk of Harm/Lethality?

Best Interests of the Child

Victim's Parental Wellbeing

Children's Safety/Wellbeing

Is abuse an
issue?

What is the
abuser
doing?

What's the
effect on...?

What can
be done
about it?

Child’s needs, including relationships with
siblings, peers, and extended family

Role each parent played in caring for the
child

Parent’s ability to support the child’s
relationship with the other parent

Parent’s ability to cooperate with other
parent in issues affecting the child

Parent’s age and physical and mental
condition

Child’s preference 

Any other factors the court considers
pertinent
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RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
VIRGINIA

EXAMPLES OF MORE SPECIFIC OPTIONS & INTERVENTIONS

LIMIT OR MONITOR ABUSIVE PARENT’S ACCESS TO CHILD OR VICTIM PARENT:

MONITOR AND ENFORCE ABUSIVE PARENT’S COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING PLAN:

REQUIRE ABUSIVE PARENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIAL INTERVENTIONS AND/OR SERVICES:

LIMIT ABUSIVE PARENT’S RULEMAKING OR DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY:

SUPPORT VICTIM PARENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILD:

STRENGTHEN CHILD’S SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT: 

Limit methods of communication (no in-person, telephonic or social media contact) 
Prescribe frequency and methods of communication (email only, text only, etc.) 
Restrict length and/or content of communication (1-page, 10-minutes, scope, etc.) 
Limit access to sensitive information (addresses, account numbers, SSNs, records) 
Issue and enforce no contact orders and orders for protection 
Require neutral exchange locations (school, place of business, etc.) 
Require third party exchanges (professional, friend, family member, etc.) 
Restrict visitation to designated location (grandparent’s home, public park, church) 
Restrict visitation to a geographical area (25-mile radius, in town, state, or country) 
Condition visitation on having third party present (professional, friend, family) 
Restrict what can happen during visitation (no alcohol or drugs, no weapons, etc.) 
Establish benchmarks for unsupervised access (no abuse, no threats, no violations)  
Condition access on compliance with established terms (sobriety, BIP, car seat, etc.) 
Appoint a post-visitation safety monitor to ensure visits are safe and go as planned
Periodically monitor and conduct risk and danger assessments 
Define consequences for non-compliance with access restrictions 
Other:

Grant sole legal custody to victim parent, with or without specified exceptions 
Grant parallel legal custody, with or without specified exceptions 
Appoint a parenting consultant to confer with abuser on all major decisions 
Appoint a parenting monitor to oversee and periodically assess abuser’s parenting 
Limit abuser’s ability to dispose of real or personal property or to dissipate assets 
Appoint a special master to monitor and effectuate property allocations 
Other: 

Conduct review hearings 
Establish schedule for abusive parent to demonstrate compliance with plan 
Set automatic consequences for non-compliance with parenting plan 
Appoint a compliance monitor at abusive parent’s cost 
Hold abusive parent accountable for unjustified, unexcused, intentional violations 
Other: 

Link parental decision-making authority to parental responsibility for child’s care 
Designate victim parent as the custodian of records 
Provide victim parent with information about available community-based resources 
Facilitate victim parent’s access to available community-based resources 
Establish self-executing parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Allow direct and expedited access to parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Establish automatic bill-paying processes for abuser’s financial obligations 
Delineate reasonable house rules 
Limit grounds upon which abuser may object to the victim’s parenting decisions 
Permit the victim to relocate with the child in accordance with the law

Refer abusive parent to batterer intervention for assessment and proper services 
Refer abusive parent to parenting after violence for assessment/proper services 
Other: 

Ensure that parenting plan accommodates child’s interests, activities and supports 
Provide sufficient parenting time flexibility to adapt to child’s age and social needs 
Structure parenting time to maintain access to child’s support system 
Connect child and victim parent to available community based resources
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Nature/Context of Abuse Implications of Abuse Options & Interventions

Abuse of Victim?

Interference with Victim?

Abuser Parenting Deficits?

Abuser Co-Parenting Problems?

Child’s wishes

Parents’ wishes

Relationship between child and parents
and siblings

Child’s adjustment to home, school etc.

Monitor abuser's compliance

Establish self-executing terms

Limit abuser's decisionmaking

Limit/prohibit access to victim

Set benchmarks for modification

Strengthen child's support system

Other ______________________

Limit/monitor access to children*

See reverse side for more specifics

Children's Experience of Abuse?

Evidence of domestic violence

Support victim's efforts to protect

D.C. Code § 16-914(a)(3)

RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
WASHINGTON D.C.

Shared Parenting

Risk of Harm/Lethality?

Best Interests of the Child

Victim's Parental Wellbeing

Children's Safety/Wellbeing

Is abuse an
issue?

What is the
abuser
doing?

What's the
effect on...?

What can
be done
about it?

Mental and physical health of all
parties

Ability of parents to communicate and
reach a shared decision 

Willingness of parents to share custody

Prior involvement of parent in child’s life

Potential disruption of child’s school and
social life 

Parent’s proiximity to one another

Parent’s employment demands 

Sincerity of parent’s request

Age and number of children

Parent’s ability to financially support joint
custody

Impact on benefits

Benefits of the parents 
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RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
WASHINGTON D.C.

EXAMPLES OF MORE SPECIFIC OPTIONS & INTERVENTIONS

LIMIT OR MONITOR ABUSIVE PARENT’S ACCESS TO CHILD OR VICTIM PARENT:

MONITOR AND ENFORCE ABUSIVE PARENT’S COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING PLAN:

REQUIRE ABUSIVE PARENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIAL INTERVENTIONS AND/OR SERVICES:

LIMIT ABUSIVE PARENT’S RULEMAKING OR DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY:

SUPPORT VICTIM PARENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILD:

STRENGTHEN CHILD’S SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT: 

Limit methods of communication (no in-person, telephonic or social media contact) 
Prescribe frequency and methods of communication (email only, text only, etc.) 
Restrict length and/or content of communication (1-page, 10-minutes, scope, etc.) 
Limit access to sensitive information (addresses, account numbers, SSNs, records) 
Issue and enforce no contact orders and orders for protection 
Require neutral exchange locations (school, place of business, etc.) 
Require third party exchanges (professional, friend, family member, etc.) 
Restrict visitation to designated location (grandparent’s home, public park, church) 
Restrict visitation to a geographical area (25-mile radius, in town, state, or country) 
Condition visitation on having third party present (professional, friend, family) 
Restrict what can happen during visitation (no alcohol or drugs, no weapons, etc.) 
Establish benchmarks for unsupervised access (no abuse, no threats, no violations)  
Condition access on compliance with established terms (sobriety, BIP, car seat, etc.) 
Appoint a post-visitation safety monitor to ensure visits are safe and go as planned
Periodically monitor and conduct risk and danger assessments 
Define consequences for non-compliance with access restrictions 
Other:

Grant sole legal custody to victim parent, with or without specified exceptions 
Grant parallel legal custody, with or without specified exceptions 
Appoint a parenting consultant to confer with abuser on all major decisions 
Appoint a parenting monitor to oversee and periodically assess abuser’s parenting 
Limit abuser’s ability to dispose of real or personal property or to dissipate assets 
Appoint a special master to monitor and effectuate property allocations 
Other: 

Conduct review hearings 
Establish schedule for abusive parent to demonstrate compliance with plan 
Set automatic consequences for non-compliance with parenting plan 
Appoint a compliance monitor at abusive parent’s cost 
Hold abusive parent accountable for unjustified, unexcused, intentional violations 
Other: 

Link parental decision-making authority to parental responsibility for child’s care 
Designate victim parent as the custodian of records 
Provide victim parent with information about available community-based resources 
Facilitate victim parent’s access to available community-based resources 
Establish self-executing parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Allow direct and expedited access to parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Establish automatic bill-paying processes for abuser’s financial obligations 
Delineate reasonable house rules 
Limit grounds upon which abuser may object to the victim’s parenting decisions 
Permit the victim to relocate with the child in accordance with the law

Refer abusive parent to batterer intervention for assessment and proper services 
Refer abusive parent to parenting after violence for assessment/proper services 
Other: 

Ensure that parenting plan accommodates child’s interests, activities and supports 
Provide sufficient parenting time flexibility to adapt to child’s age and social needs 
Structure parenting time to maintain access to child’s support system 
Connect child and victim parent to available community based resources
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Nature/Context of Abuse Implications of Abuse Options & Interventions

Abuse of Victim?

Interference with Victim?

Abuser Parenting Deficits?

Abuser Co-Parenting Problems?

Child’s relationship with each
parent 

Monitor abuser's compliance

Establish self-executing terms

Limit abuser's decisionmaking

Limit/prohibit access to victim

Set benchmarks for modification

Strengthen child's support system

Other ______________________

Limit/monitor access to children*

See reverse side for more specifics

Children's Experience of Abuse?

Which parent took on more daily parenting
responsibilities 

Support victim's efforts to protect

Wash. Rev. Code § 26.09.187(3) 

RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
WASHINGTON

Shared Parenting

Risk of Harm/Lethality?

Best Interests of the Child

Victim's Parental Wellbeing

Children's Safety/Wellbeing

Is abuse an
issue?

What is the
abuser
doing?

What's the
effect on...?

What can
be done
about it?

Child’s emotional needs and
developmental level

Relationship with siblings and other
significant adults. 

Child’s involvement at school and other
activities 

Wishes of the parents and child dependent
on age

Employment schedule

Agreement of the parties

Wash. Rev. Code § 26.09.191
Court shall not require joint custody if one
parent engaged in domestic violence and
the perpetrator’s parenting time shall be
limited

Parent’s geographic proximity to one
another
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RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
WASHINGTON

EXAMPLES OF MORE SPECIFIC OPTIONS & INTERVENTIONS

LIMIT OR MONITOR ABUSIVE PARENT’S ACCESS TO CHILD OR VICTIM PARENT:

MONITOR AND ENFORCE ABUSIVE PARENT’S COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING PLAN:

REQUIRE ABUSIVE PARENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIAL INTERVENTIONS AND/OR SERVICES:

LIMIT ABUSIVE PARENT’S RULEMAKING OR DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY:

SUPPORT VICTIM PARENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILD:

STRENGTHEN CHILD’S SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT: 

Limit methods of communication (no in-person, telephonic or social media contact) 
Prescribe frequency and methods of communication (email only, text only, etc.) 
Restrict length and/or content of communication (1-page, 10-minutes, scope, etc.) 
Limit access to sensitive information (addresses, account numbers, SSNs, records) 
Issue and enforce no contact orders and orders for protection 
Require neutral exchange locations (school, place of business, etc.) 
Require third party exchanges (professional, friend, family member, etc.) 
Restrict visitation to designated location (grandparent’s home, public park, church) 
Restrict visitation to a geographical area (25-mile radius, in town, state, or country) 
Condition visitation on having third party present (professional, friend, family) 
Restrict what can happen during visitation (no alcohol or drugs, no weapons, etc.) 
Establish benchmarks for unsupervised access (no abuse, no threats, no violations)  
Condition access on compliance with established terms (sobriety, BIP, car seat, etc.) 
Appoint a post-visitation safety monitor to ensure visits are safe and go as planned
Periodically monitor and conduct risk and danger assessments 
Define consequences for non-compliance with access restrictions 
Other:

Grant sole legal custody to victim parent, with or without specified exceptions 
Grant parallel legal custody, with or without specified exceptions 
Appoint a parenting consultant to confer with abuser on all major decisions 
Appoint a parenting monitor to oversee and periodically assess abuser’s parenting 
Limit abuser’s ability to dispose of real or personal property or to dissipate assets 
Appoint a special master to monitor and effectuate property allocations 
Other: 

Conduct review hearings 
Establish schedule for abusive parent to demonstrate compliance with plan 
Set automatic consequences for non-compliance with parenting plan 
Appoint a compliance monitor at abusive parent’s cost 
Hold abusive parent accountable for unjustified, unexcused, intentional violations 
Other: 

Link parental decision-making authority to parental responsibility for child’s care 
Designate victim parent as the custodian of records 
Provide victim parent with information about available community-based resources 
Facilitate victim parent’s access to available community-based resources 
Establish self-executing parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Allow direct and expedited access to parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Establish automatic bill-paying processes for abuser’s financial obligations 
Delineate reasonable house rules 
Limit grounds upon which abuser may object to the victim’s parenting decisions 
Permit the victim to relocate with the child in accordance with the law

Refer abusive parent to batterer intervention for assessment and proper services 
Refer abusive parent to parenting after violence for assessment/proper services 
Other: 

Ensure that parenting plan accommodates child’s interests, activities and supports 
Provide sufficient parenting time flexibility to adapt to child’s age and social needs 
Structure parenting time to maintain access to child’s support system 
Connect child and victim parent to available community based resources
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Nature/Context of Abuse Implications of Abuse Options & Interventions

Abuse of Victim?

Interference with Victim?

Abuser Parenting Deficits?

Abuser Co-Parenting Problems?

Stability of child

Monitor abuser's compliance

Establish self-executing terms

Limit abuser's decisionmaking

Limit/prohibit access to victim

Set benchmarks for modification

Strengthen child's support system

Other ______________________

Limit/monitor access to children*

See reverse side for more specifics

Children's Experience of Abuse?

Continuation of parent-child attachments

Support victim's efforts to protect

W. Va. Code § 48-9-102 (a)

RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
WEST VIRGINIA

Shared Parenting

Risk of Harm/Lethality?

Best Interests of the Child

Victim's Parental Wellbeing

Children's Safety/Wellbeing

Is abuse an
issue?

What is the
abuser
doing?

What's the
effect on...?

What can
be done
about it?

Meaningful contact with both parents,
with a presumption of equal parenting
time

Relationship between the parents in
prioritizing child’s needs

Security from exposure to physical or
emotional harm

Consistent decision-making and avoidance
of uncertainty in making arrangements

Relationship with siblings

Rebuttable presumption of 50-50 parenting
time to achieve fairness 

Parents collaboration in creating a parenting
plan

W. Va. Code § 48-9-102 (b)

W. Va. Code § 48-27-509
A court can order parenting time with a
perpetrator of domestic violence only if
safe for the child and other parent
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RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
WEST VIRGINIA

EXAMPLES OF MORE SPECIFIC OPTIONS & INTERVENTIONS

LIMIT OR MONITOR ABUSIVE PARENT’S ACCESS TO CHILD OR VICTIM PARENT:

MONITOR AND ENFORCE ABUSIVE PARENT’S COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING PLAN:

REQUIRE ABUSIVE PARENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIAL INTERVENTIONS AND/OR SERVICES:

LIMIT ABUSIVE PARENT’S RULEMAKING OR DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY:

SUPPORT VICTIM PARENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILD:

STRENGTHEN CHILD’S SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT: 

Limit methods of communication (no in-person, telephonic or social media contact) 
Prescribe frequency and methods of communication (email only, text only, etc.) 
Restrict length and/or content of communication (1-page, 10-minutes, scope, etc.) 
Limit access to sensitive information (addresses, account numbers, SSNs, records) 
Issue and enforce no contact orders and orders for protection 
Require neutral exchange locations (school, place of business, etc.) 
Require third party exchanges (professional, friend, family member, etc.) 
Restrict visitation to designated location (grandparent’s home, public park, church) 
Restrict visitation to a geographical area (25-mile radius, in town, state, or country) 
Condition visitation on having third party present (professional, friend, family) 
Restrict what can happen during visitation (no alcohol or drugs, no weapons, etc.) 
Establish benchmarks for unsupervised access (no abuse, no threats, no violations)  
Condition access on compliance with established terms (sobriety, BIP, car seat, etc.) 
Appoint a post-visitation safety monitor to ensure visits are safe and go as planned
Periodically monitor and conduct risk and danger assessments 
Define consequences for non-compliance with access restrictions 
Other:

Grant sole legal custody to victim parent, with or without specified exceptions 
Grant parallel legal custody, with or without specified exceptions 
Appoint a parenting consultant to confer with abuser on all major decisions 
Appoint a parenting monitor to oversee and periodically assess abuser’s parenting 
Limit abuser’s ability to dispose of real or personal property or to dissipate assets 
Appoint a special master to monitor and effectuate property allocations 
Other: 

Conduct review hearings 
Establish schedule for abusive parent to demonstrate compliance with plan 
Set automatic consequences for non-compliance with parenting plan 
Appoint a compliance monitor at abusive parent’s cost 
Hold abusive parent accountable for unjustified, unexcused, intentional violations 
Other: 

Link parental decision-making authority to parental responsibility for child’s care 
Designate victim parent as the custodian of records 
Provide victim parent with information about available community-based resources 
Facilitate victim parent’s access to available community-based resources 
Establish self-executing parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Allow direct and expedited access to parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Establish automatic bill-paying processes for abuser’s financial obligations 
Delineate reasonable house rules 
Limit grounds upon which abuser may object to the victim’s parenting decisions 
Permit the victim to relocate with the child in accordance with the law

Refer abusive parent to batterer intervention for assessment and proper services 
Refer abusive parent to parenting after violence for assessment/proper services 
Other: 

Ensure that parenting plan accommodates child’s interests, activities and supports 
Provide sufficient parenting time flexibility to adapt to child’s age and social needs 
Structure parenting time to maintain access to child’s support system 
Connect child and victim parent to available community based resources
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Nature/Context of Abuse Implications of Abuse Options & Interventions

Abuse of Victim?

Interference with Victim?

Abuser Parenting Deficits?

Abuser Co-Parenting Problems?

Wishes of the child and of the parties

Parental capacity to facilitate contact

Parental capacity to
cooperate/communicate

History of alcohol and/or drug use

Monitor abuser's compliance

Establish self-executing terms

Limit abuser's decisionmaking

Limit/prohibit access to victim

Set benchmarks for modification

Strengthen child's support system

Other ______________________

Limit/monitor access to children*

See reverse side for more specifics

Children's Experience of Abuse?
Relationship with siblings and parents

Support victim's efforts to protect

Wis. Stat. 767.41(5) 

RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RIGHTS & RESPONSIBILITY CASES 
WISCONSIN

Shared Parenting

Risk of Harm/Lethality?

Best Interests of the Child

Victim's Parental Wellbeing

Children's Safety/Wellbeing

Is abuse an
issue?

What is the
abuser
doing?

What's the
effect on...?

What can
be done
about it?

Adjustment to home, school etc.

Mental/physical health of all parties

Evidence of domestic abuse and/or
child abuse

Admitted evidence by professionals

Discretion for other reasonable factors
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RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RIGHTS & RESPONSIBILITY CASES 
WISCONSIN

EXAMPLES OF MORE SPECIFIC OPTIONS & INTERVENTIONS

LIMIT OR MONITOR ABUSIVE PARENT’S ACCESS TO CHILD OR VICTIM PARENT:

MONITOR AND ENFORCE ABUSIVE PARENT’S COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING PLAN:

REQUIRE ABUSIVE PARENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIAL INTERVENTIONS AND/OR SERVICES:

LIMIT ABUSIVE PARENT’S RULEMAKING OR DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY:

SUPPORT VICTIM PARENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILD:

STRENGTHEN CHILD’S SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT: 

Limit methods of communication (no in-person, telephonic or social media contact) 
Prescribe frequency and methods of communication (email only, text only, etc.) 
Restrict length and/or content of communication (1-page, 10-minutes, scope, etc.) 
Limit access to sensitive information (addresses, account numbers, SSNs, records) 
Issue and enforce no contact orders and orders for protection 
Require neutral exchange locations (school, place of business, etc.) 
Require third party exchanges (professional, friend, family member, etc.) 
Restrict visitation to designated location (grandparent’s home, public park, church) 
Restrict visitation to a geographical area (25-mile radius, in town, state, or country) 
Condition visitation on having third party present (professional, friend, family) 
Restrict what can happen during visitation (no alcohol or drugs, no weapons, etc.) 
Establish benchmarks for unsupervised access (no abuse, no threats, no violations)  
Condition access on compliance with established terms (sobriety, BIP, car seat, etc.) 
Appoint a post-visitation safety monitor to ensure visits are safe and go as planned
Periodically monitor and conduct risk and danger assessments 
Define consequences for non-compliance with access restrictions 
Other:

Grant sole legal custody to victim parent, with or without specified exceptions 
Grant parallel legal custody, with or without specified exceptions 
Appoint a parenting consultant to confer with abuser on all major decisions 
Appoint a parenting monitor to oversee and periodically assess abuser’s parenting 
Limit abuser’s ability to dispose of real or personal property or to dissipate assets 
Appoint a special master to monitor and effectuate property allocations 
Other: 

Conduct review hearings 
Establish schedule for abusive parent to demonstrate compliance with plan 
Set automatic consequences for non-compliance with parenting plan 
Appoint a compliance monitor at abusive parent’s cost 
Hold abusive parent accountable for unjustified, unexcused, intentional violations 
Other: 

Link parental decision-making authority to parental responsibility for child’s care 
Designate victim parent as the custodian of records 
Provide victim parent with information about available community-based resources 
Facilitate victim parent’s access to available community-based resources 
Establish self-executing parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Allow direct and expedited access to parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Establish automatic bill-paying processes for abuser’s financial obligations 
Delineate reasonable house rules 
Limit grounds upon which abuser may object to the victim’s parenting decisions 
Permit the victim to relocate with the child in accordance with the law

Refer abusive parent to batterer intervention for assessment and proper services 
Refer abusive parent to parenting after violence for assessment/proper services 
Other: 

Ensure that parenting plan accommodates child’s interests, activities and supports 
Provide sufficient parenting time flexibility to adapt to child’s age and social needs 
Structure parenting time to maintain access to child’s support system 
Connect child and victim parent to available community based resources
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Nature/Context of Abuse Implications of Abuse Options & Interventions

Abuse of Victim?

Interference with Victim?

Abuser Parenting Deficits?

Abuser Co-Parenting Problems?

Quality of the relationship
between parent and child

Monitor abuser's compliance

Establish self-executing terms

Limit abuser's decisionmaking

Limit/prohibit access to victim

Set benchmarks for modification

Strengthen child's support system

Other ______________________

Limit/monitor access to children*

See reverse side for more specifics

Children's Experience of Abuse?

Parent competency and fitness

Support victim's efforts to protect

Wyo. Stat. Ann. § 20-2-201 (a)

RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
WYOMING

Shared Parenting

Risk of Harm/Lethality?

Best Interests of the Child

Victim's Parental Wellbeing

Children's Safety/Wellbeing

Is abuse an
issue?

What is the
abuser
doing?

What's the
effect on...?

What can
be done
about it?

Parent’s willingness to accept
responsibility, including accept care
and relinquish care

Ability of parent and child to maintain and
strengthen their relationship 

Parent and child communication and how it
can be improved 

Parent’s willingness to allow and not
interfere with other parent’s rights

Distance between the parents’ residences

Parent’s physical and mental ability

Any other factors necessary and relevant

Evidence of spousal or child abuse is
contrary to the best interest of the
children. If found visitation arrangements
should protect the children and abused
spouse from future harm.

Parent’s ability to provide and arrange
care

Wyo. Stat. Ann. § 20-2-201 (c)
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RESPONDING TO IPV IN PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES CASES 
WYOMING

EXAMPLES OF MORE SPECIFIC OPTIONS & INTERVENTIONS

LIMIT OR MONITOR ABUSIVE PARENT’S ACCESS TO CHILD OR VICTIM PARENT:

MONITOR AND ENFORCE ABUSIVE PARENT’S COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING PLAN:

REQUIRE ABUSIVE PARENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIAL INTERVENTIONS AND/OR SERVICES:

LIMIT ABUSIVE PARENT’S RULEMAKING OR DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY:

SUPPORT VICTIM PARENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILD:

STRENGTHEN CHILD’S SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT: 

Limit methods of communication (no in-person, telephonic or social media contact) 
Prescribe frequency and methods of communication (email only, text only, etc.) 
Restrict length and/or content of communication (1-page, 10-minutes, scope, etc.) 
Limit access to sensitive information (addresses, account numbers, SSNs, records) 
Issue and enforce no contact orders and orders for protection 
Require neutral exchange locations (school, place of business, etc.) 
Require third party exchanges (professional, friend, family member, etc.) 
Restrict visitation to designated location (grandparent’s home, public park, church) 
Restrict visitation to a geographical area (25-mile radius, in town, state, or country) 
Condition visitation on having third party present (professional, friend, family) 
Restrict what can happen during visitation (no alcohol or drugs, no weapons, etc.) 
Establish benchmarks for unsupervised access (no abuse, no threats, no violations)  
Condition access on compliance with established terms (sobriety, BIP, car seat, etc.) 
Appoint a post-visitation safety monitor to ensure visits are safe and go as planned
Periodically monitor and conduct risk and danger assessments 
Define consequences for non-compliance with access restrictions 
Other:

Grant sole legal custody to victim parent, with or without specified exceptions 
Grant parallel legal custody, with or without specified exceptions 
Appoint a parenting consultant to confer with abuser on all major decisions 
Appoint a parenting monitor to oversee and periodically assess abuser’s parenting 
Limit abuser’s ability to dispose of real or personal property or to dissipate assets 
Appoint a special master to monitor and effectuate property allocations 
Other: 

Conduct review hearings 
Establish schedule for abusive parent to demonstrate compliance with plan 
Set automatic consequences for non-compliance with parenting plan 
Appoint a compliance monitor at abusive parent’s cost 
Hold abusive parent accountable for unjustified, unexcused, intentional violations 
Other: 

Link parental decision-making authority to parental responsibility for child’s care 
Designate victim parent as the custodian of records 
Provide victim parent with information about available community-based resources 
Facilitate victim parent’s access to available community-based resources 
Establish self-executing parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Allow direct and expedited access to parenting plan enforcement mechanisms 
Establish automatic bill-paying processes for abuser’s financial obligations 
Delineate reasonable house rules 
Limit grounds upon which abuser may object to the victim’s parenting decisions 
Permit the victim to relocate with the child in accordance with the law

Refer abusive parent to batterer intervention for assessment and proper services 
Refer abusive parent to parenting after violence for assessment/proper services 
Other: 

Ensure that parenting plan accommodates child’s interests, activities and supports 
Provide sufficient parenting time flexibility to adapt to child’s age and social needs 
Structure parenting time to maintain access to child’s support system 
Connect child and victim parent to available community based resources
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