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MISSION

The Battered Women’s Justice Project’s

(BWJP) mission is to promote change

within the civil and criminal legal
systems to ensure better safety, justice,
and support for survivors of intimate
partner violence, their families, and their
communities.

BWJP is a network of national policy and practice centers at the
intersection of intimate partner violence and legal systems. We
provide training, education, technical assistance, and consulting
services to advocates, nonprofits, community leaders, and systems
professionals.

Our greatest impact comes from changing the trajectory of entire
legal systems to support survivors better. After more than three
decades of work, we’ve learned that it’s not enough to change
individual lives — we must change the systems that shape them.
That’s why we collaborate with jurisdictions across the country to
expand access to justice, while actively working to prevent further
harm and injustice to historically marginalized communities. We
remain committed to this critical work: protecting and supporting
survivors, families, and the communities they call home.
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ALETTERFROMOUR
LEADERSHIP

Deare Friendd and Suppoderd,

As we reflect on the past year, one thing is clear — BWJP is a force for
change. Last year was a year of growth, innovation, and unwavering
commitment to survivors.

Through every challenge, we remained focused on amplifying the voices
of survivors, strengthening legal systems, and driving lasting impact in
communities across the nation.

What sets BWJP apart is our systems-level approach. Our seven national centers
tackle the complex and intersecting issues survivors face, from gun violence to
custody battles and beyond. In 2024, we didn’t just respond to challenges — we
anticipated them, proactively providing survivors with the justice and support
they deserve.

We know that real change takes root when there’s local collaboration.

That’s why our team is embedded in more than 30 communities nationwide,
working alongside survivors, advocates, and justice system professionals.
By building strong partnerships on the ground, we can establish policies and
reforms that reflect the voices of those most affected.

This year also brought critical moments in the fight for survivor
safety.

When United States v. Rahimi threatened firearm relinquishment laws,
potentially allowing abusers to retain access to guns, BWJP took action. As the
leading voice at the intersection of gun violence and intimate partner violence,
we educated the public, developed new resources, partnered on amicus briefs,
and engaged in a national media tour.




The Supreme Court’s ruling was a victory, but the fight for survivor safety is far
from over. We’re prepared to meet the moment again and again.

We also spent time looking inward, strengthening BWJP from the inside
out.

In FY2024, we expanded our Board of Directors, adding expertise in human
resources, marketing, and business strategy to support our growing impact. We
also focused on refining our internal operations — improving hiring practices,
budget management, and structural efficiency.

Looking ahead to FY2025, our goals remain ambitious.

We are committed to deepening our strategic initiatives, securing competitive
funding, and expanding the reach of our work through The Learning Community,
our national centers, and leadership in implementing the National Gender-Based
Violence (GBV) Action Plan.

Most importantly, we’re focused on measuring our impact, ensuring we
keep our eyes on the ultimate goal: Making a difference for survivors.

Thank you for standing with us. Your support fuels our work, strengthens
our advocacy, and makes real change possible. We’re proud of what we have

accomplished together, and we’re just getting started.

In solidarity,

O~ |

Amy J. Sdnchez Jason Engelhart
CEO, BWJP Board Chair

With Gralitude.




OUR SEVEN

To learn more about and delve into the work of each of
our National Centers, click on each tab below.

ADVOCACY

NATIONAL CENTER ON SYSTEMS
CHANGE AND ADVOCACY

\ GUN VIOLENCE

NATIONAL CENTER ON GUN
VIOLENCE IN RELATIONSHIPS

rad DI IN oY =Y — U

ARl W KELEIN

NATIONAL LEGAL CENTER ON
CHILDREN AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

b
PROTECTION ORDERS
NATIONAL CENTER ON PROTECTION
ORDERS AND FULL FAITH & CREDIT

NATIONAL DEFENSE CENTER
FOR CRIMINALIZED SURVIVORS

LEGAL APPROACHES

REIMAGINING CCR

NATIONAL CENTER ON REIMAGINING
COORDINATED COMMUNITY RESPONSE


https://bwjp.org/our-work/children/
https://bwjp.org/our-work/national-center-on-gun-violence-in-relationships/
https://bwjp.org/our-work/national-center-on-protection-orders-and-full-faith-credit/
https://bwjp.org/our-work/national-defense-center-for-criminalized-survivors/
https://bwjp.org/our-work/national-center-on-legal-approaches-to-prevent-family-violence/
https://bwjp.org/our-work/systems-change-and-advocacy/
https://bwjp.org/our-work/reimagining-coordinated-community-response/

Protecting Survivors by
Keeping guns out of the
hands of abusers

BWJP continues to lead national efforts to keep firearms out of
the hands of abusive partners through legal advocacy, policy
reform, systems innovation, and survivor-centered research.
In 2024, we continued to be a trusted partner for courts,
coalitions, and communities working to protect survivors of
abuse.

Upholding Protections for Survivors in United States v. Rahimi

The legal landscape has recently been shaped by the Supreme Court’s decision in
United States v. Rahimi, which upheld the constitutionality of 18 U.S.C. § 922( )(8), a
federal law that prohibits individuals under
qualifying domestic violence protection
orders from possessing firearms. This decision
reaffirms longstanding protections for survivors
of domestic violence, recognizing the well-
documented link between firearm access and

makes it five times more likely that an abusive
partner will kill their victim, and the Supreme
Court’s ruling keeps this life-saving law intact.

Through BWJP’s National Center on Protection Orders and Full Faith & Credit, we
contributed to the Department of Justice’s amicus brief. We convened national
discussions on the broader legal and policy impacts of the case. The Center’s Mutual
Protection Order matrix was cited in the DOJ’s brief and referenced during oral
arguments, providing critical insight into how states manage mutual protection orders.



Bringing Survivor-Centered Advocacy to State and National
Policy

Throughout the Rahimi case, the National Center on Gun Violence in Relationships
provided legal and policy analysis. It engaged the media to elevate the case’s significance
within the gun violence prevention and gender-based violence fields.

At the state level, the Center for Gun Violence and the Center for Protection Orders
responded to a request from a domestic violence coalition facing a fast-moving bill
to expand extreme risk protection orders (ERPOs). Recognizing potential unintended
consequences for survivors, the team worked quickly to refine the coalition’s policy
stance and provided actionable recommendations, many of which lawmakers agreed
to incorporate. While the bill was tabled for further review, the situation underscored
the importance of timely, survivor-informed policy

support. In September 2024, the
National Center on Protection
Orders and Full Faith & Credit
celebrated 30 years of the Full
Faith and Credit provision of
the Violence Against Women
Act (VAWA). This critical
protection has ensured that
survivors can safely cross
state, tribal, and territorial
lines without losing the

legal enforcement of their
protection orders. To mark
this milestone, the Center

on Protection Orders hosted

Beyond the Courtroom: Improving a widely attended webinar,

Protection Order Systems where participants shared their
appreciation:

The National Center on Protection Orders and Full
Faith & Credit continues to drive advancement,
securing grants in partnership with the National
Center for State Courts to improve electronic
filing and service, allowing survivors to request
protection orders online and respondents to
receive documents digitally.

“This was OUTSTANDING—very
clear, direct, and helpful.”

“Thank you, I learned a lot as I am
new in this field.”
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Advancing Justice Through Policy and Collaboration

Through research, convenings, and strategic partnerships, BWJP is helping legal
systems evolve to serve survivors better and
address systemic barriers.

. 7
One recent success was the Subject Matter
Expert Roundtable, conducted in collaboration
with Coppin State University, which explored
the experiences of Black women within the civil
protection order system and the broader court
system.
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This initiative is made possible through
partnerships with the National Resource Center
on Domestic Violence and Firearms, the National
Center on Protection Orders and Full Faith &
Credit, and other experts in the field.

Together, we’re identifying systemic challenges
that disproportionately impact Black survivors
and using these findings to drive policy changes

that enhance equity and safety.

LEARN MORE




Building
Safer Pathways Through
Family Court

Two critical components of BWJP’s efforts to protect survivors
of intimate partner violence include the development of
SAFeR, a groundbreaking framework for addressing intimate
partner violence in custody cases, and the establishment of
the SAVES Center (Safe Access for Victims’ Economic Security),
which improves survivors’ access to child support and other
financial protections.

We also work with guardians ad litem (GALs) to equip professionals involved in family
court cases to recognize the complexities of domestic violence and advocate for
children’s safety.

Expanding the SAVES Center: A Vision for the Future

BWJP is expanding the SAVES Center to close the critical gaps that often leave survivors
vulnerable to continued abuse and economic coercion. Financial insecurity remains one
of the most significant barriers preventing survivors from leaving abusive situations.

Research underscores this reality:

40% -y, O90%

Nearly 40% of custodial Two-thirds (67%) of The Office of Child Support

parents in the child support RSP PS Il Services found that 90% of
program have experienced National Resource Center domestic violence victims

domestic violence involving BN PP aY T (N =¥ T '8 would pursue child support
the other parent. R L A ] ifthey could do so safely.

to an abusive relationship

because of financial
concerns.



In partnership with our National Legal Center on Children and Domestic Violence, the
Centre for Public Impact, and the Federal Office of Child Support Services, BWJP is
leading the SAVES Clearinghouse. With $3.2 million in federal funding over the past four
years, the project supports 13 demonstration sites through training, technical assistance,
and outreach, as well as a new website and expanded staff. This work is reshaping how
survivors access critical support, with long-term safety and economic stability at the
center.

Enhancing Legal and Judicial Training

Our SAFeR framework equips professionals from judges
to mediators with the tools to make informed, survivor-
centered decisions. In partnership with the Maine
Coalition to End Domestic Violence, we’ve trained 180
practitioners, including 70 judges, on applying SAFeR
principles in court decisions. This training emphasized
how power imbalances, coercive control, and safety
concerns should factor into court decisions, creating
better outcomes for survivors and their children.

Innovating with e-SAFeR: A Digital Tool
for Family Law Professionals

Our National Legal Center on Children and Domestic
Violence is partnering with Western University’s Center
for Research and Education on Violence Against Women
and Children to develop e-SAFeR, a web-based tool for
family law professionals. The tool helps create safe,
responsive parenting plans in cases involving family violence. Our National Legal Center
participated in beta testing to provide feedback and improve usability. The next phase
of development involves training Canadian practitioners, with the potential to adapt
e-SAFeR for use in U.S. states — a promising step toward integrating technology into
survivor-centered legal advocacy.

The impact of BWJP’s work is evident in training sessions like the recent
‘“Litigation and Evaluation Involving Abuse Allegations in Family Court Cases”
event in Rockville, MD. One participant shared:

“The discussion on coercive control and parental alienation was thought-provoking,

as well as the SAFeR model. These are all things that will directly impact my work
when making recommendations in custody cases.”




Creating
Community Solutions to
Institutional Harm

While BWJP’s national advocacy work drives systemic reforms,
it’s the voices of local communities — especially survivors —
that give our efforts meaning and direction. Survivors’ lived
experiences should guide every step of system reform.

Our Firearms Technical Assistance Project (FTAP) puts this approach into action by
working directly with 12 communities nationwide to amplify survivor stories and
support grassroots strategies.

In 2024, FTAP hosted a three-day All-Sites Meeting in Denver, CO, bringing together
multidisciplinary teams, experts, and partners to strengthen firearm relinquishment
processes. This convening provided an opportunity for collaboration and problem-
solving, and participants left with tools to enhance team coordination, address cultural
considerations, and strengthen enforcement in their jurisdictions.

FTAP SITES

Austin, TX Birmingham, AL Brooklyn, NY
Columbus, OH Detroit, Ml Knoxville, TN
State of Georgia Muscogee (Creek) Nation Spokane, WA

Tucson, AZ State of Vermont Yakima, WA



Centering Community in Coordinated Responses

BWJP’s National Center on Reimagining Coordinated Community Response continues
to strengthen domestic violence Coordinated Community Responses (CCR) nationwide.
With funding from the George Kaiser Family Foundation, the National Center helped
establish the Mayor of Tulsa’s Commission on Domestic Violence, bringing together 21
local government agencies and community organizations to form a unified Community
Crisis Response (CCR) system. To ground this work in survivor experience, the team
then trained partners on institutional analysis and facilitated four listening sessions
with 32 local survivors.

In Palm Beach County, Florida, the National
Center worked to develop inclusive CCR
protocols that address the needs of
individuals with disabilities, non-English
speakers, and underserved groups,
reinforcing the county’s commitment to
equity. In Mississippi, they provided a three-
part interactive webinar series for CCR
coordinators across the state, equipping
them with tools to build sustainable,
survivor-centered systems.

Driving Policy Change Through
Community Engagement

Beyond CCR initiatives, our advocacy

efforts have led to policy and funding shifts

in Washington. Following an extensive
evaluation of Pierce County’s intimate partner
violence services, The National Center on
Systems Change and Advocacy produced a
comprehensive report identifying gaps in
survivor support.

As a result, the county allocated new resources to fund an Advocate Coordinator in the
courts and expand civil legal assistance, helping survivors access protective orders,

divorce, custody, immigration relief, and other vital protections.



Nationally, BWJP convened the 2024

Coalition Advocates and Attorneys Participants of
Network (CAAN) meeting. CAAN described
The CAAN meeting brought together 55 legal and policy the experlence as
staff members from 28 state and Tribal coalitions to ]| nspiring and

discuss housing, economic justice, child welfare and oppe 19
reproductive justice. SO“I fl “I n.g‘ and
‘““An amazing space

Thanks to our National Center on Legal Approaches to With powerful
Prevent Family Violence, over the course of two days, o 99
attendees engaged in in-depth discussions on housing, conversations.

economic justice, child welfare, and reproductive justice.

Fighting for Justice: Criminalized
Survivors

The National Defense Center for Criminalized
Survivors provides legal support for survivors who ‘
are unfairly prosecuted for defending themselves T
against abuse. " ' :

e

One such case was that of Marcia Tompson, a Customs
and Border Protection Officer who, in 2019, was forced to
shoot and kill her abusive husband in self-defense after
a terrifying night of violence. She was charged with First
Degree Murder and faced the possibility of life in prison.

In December 2023, BWJP’s Defense Center was called in
to assist with her Stand Your Ground hearing. Our team
provided in-depth legal research, expert analysis, and
strategic trial support in response to unconstitutional
rulings.

July 2024, after just four hours of deliberation, the jury delivered
its verdict:

Today, Marcia is free, reunited with her children, and focused on
rebuilding their lives after years of trauma.



VAWA 30th Anniversary

On September 12, 2024, BWJP joined leading intimate partner
violence and sexual assault organizations in Washington, DC, to co-
host a special event marking the 30th anniversary of the Violence
Against Women Act (VAWA).

Held at the Salamander Hotel and funded by the Allstate Foundation, the event brought
together advocates and organizations from across the intimate partner violence field

to reflect on three decades of progress made since VAWA’s passage. The celebration
followed the White House’s official VAWA anniversary ceremony, where BWJP CEO Amy
Sanchez, along with leaders from other organizations, were honored.




INTHE MEDIA

BWJP remains a strong voice in the national conversation on domestic violence, intimate
partner violence, and legal protections for survivors. Our leadership and subject matter
experts have been featured in 25 major media outlets, including CNN, Time Magazine,
CBS News Radio, Univision, and more. Our team brought survivor perspectives to the
forefront of public discourse, influencing how the media and policymakers understand
the issues.

Cindene Pezzell, Esq. Director, and Quetita Cavero, Esq. Deputy Director, for the
National Defense Center for Criminalized Survivors discussed the criminalization of
survivors with The Marshall Project.

Christina M. Jones, Esq., Chief Executive of External Relations was featured on
Spectrum News, Gray DC, World News Group Radio, SIRIUSXM Radio, CBS News Radio,
and Time Magazine.

Jennifer Waindle, MS, Deputy Director of the National Center on Legal Approaches
to Family Violence, provided expertise to The Trace, and Tennessee News.

Jennifer M. Becker, Esq., Director of the National Center on Gun Violence in
Relationships, provided expert analysis on The Trace, The Lansing State Journal, CNN,
CBS Evening News, and CBC Canadian Radio.

Anadelle M. Martinez-Mullen, Esq., Director of the National Legal Center on Children
and Domestic Violence, was interviewed on Telemundo Houston and Univision
Houston.

Maria José T. Fletcher, Esq., Director of the National Center for Systems Change and
Advocacy was featured on Univision National.




PHILADELPHIA
FILM SCREENING EVENT

Hosted in collaboration with BWJP’s National Defense Center for Criminalized Survivors
and our External Relations teams, the screening aligned with the Defense Center’s
mission to shed light on systemic injustices within the legal system. With support from
the filmmakers and local partners, the event fostered a crucial dialogue on the justice
system’s treatment of survivors and the urgent need for reform.

The screening was a resounding success, raising critical financial support through
sponsorships and ticket sales while engaging new and ongoing supporters, including
the National Football League Foundation, Bristol Myers Squibb, and Education Plus
Health. Attendees actively participated in both the film and the panel discussion,
sharing overwhelmingly positive feedback.




THE LEARNING
COMMUNITY

The Learning Community is a partnership of national leaders — the
National Domestic Violence Hotline, Esperanza United, API-GBV, VALOR,
and BWJP — dedicated to ending domestic violence and sexual assault
through education and collaboration. We develop accessible e-learning
materials and provide training for professionals, access to vital
resources for survivors, and a collaborative space to foster learning and
drive change.



FY2024 was a year of growth and new beginnings: We welcomed a new
director, bringing fresh leadership to advance our mission. We deepened
relationships with existing funders, launched new partnerships, and
secured a six-figure technology grant.

We started building our new online platform which will enhance our ability to
deliver cutting-edge training and support on a truly accessible platform. We
also introduced a new logo and user interface. Looking ahead, we’re excited
to expand our reach and explore innovative ways to bring learning resources
to survivors, the professionals who support them, and the public.

Testimonials and Course Feedback

“] appreciated the cultural
contexts of domestic

violence. It is something that
is not discussed enough,”’
emphasizing the need for more
inclusive conversations on the
issue.

“Financial abuse occurs in over
90% of DV relationships. It
occurred in mine, and | didn’t
realize that preventing me from
working was also a means to
control me financially.”

“The statistics surrounding
domestic violence are so much
more alarming than | had ever
realized—it truly is a public
health crisis and should be
treated as such.”

“This is a great introductory course on working
with survivors who have open criminal cases.
It’s going to be incredibly helpful for our civil
and criminal-based advocates.”

“] learned about survivor-
centered responses, focusing

on what the survivor wants and
needs, instead of what you think
should happen.”’



LOOKING AHEAD:

In 2025, BWJP will continue working to transform both the systems
that respond to gender-based violence and the lives of survivors
who navigate them. We’re focused on expanding our reach,
strengthening our partnerships, and deepening the impact of our
programs.

We’re excited to continue pushing boundaries in the fight against intimate partner
violence. In the year ahead, we’ll prioritize enhancing firearm relinquishment processes,
strengthening community collaborations, and advocating for policies that prioritize

the safety of marginalized communities. With continued partnership and support, we
remain optimistic about building a future where survivors thrive in a world free from
violence.

BWJP’s work is far from over, but with the support of our partners, supporters, and
community members, we’re moving forward with purpose. Together, we’re building
lasting change and working toward a world where no survivor is left behind.

The journey is long, but the progress we’re making is real, and we are just getting
started.

YOUR PARTNERSHIP

Together, we’re building stronger, safer communities. Your
partnership is at the heart of our efforts to prevent intimate
partner violence and support survivors nationwide.

From facilitating life-saving protection orders to pioneering innovative solutions for
criminalized survivors, every partnership plays a crucial role in driving meaningful
change.



The impact of our work is felt across diverse sectors through
training programs, collaborative advocacy, and the exchange
of survivor-centered resources.

Your engagement in initiatives like the Learning Community helps amplify survivor
voices and equips professionals with tools to support them. In collaboration with
partners like The National Domestic Violence Hotline, Esperanza United, VALOR US,
and API-GBV, we’ve developed accessible eLearning resources and created space for
collaboration and innovation

across the field. REVENUE

$93,822 $4,281,287

Federal Grant Awards

The stories we share, the

survivors we support, the $526,950
systems we help to reform, Contracts
and the policies we advocate

for are all a direct reflection

of your commitment. Every

partnership strengthens our $611,980
collective efforts. Contributions/Gran

As we continue
to address the
intersections of
domestic violence, EXPENSES

sexual assault, and $3,900,582

Programs

other forms of intimate $1,770,895

partner violence, we  jcwen

are deeply grateful 28.5%

for your continued 62.8%
support.

$540,076

Fund Development
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THANKYOU

“] am proud to say that | am a donor to the Battered Women’s
Justice Project, and so is the organization that | lead, Education
Plus Health in Philadelphia. As an operator of school-based health
centers for children and adolescents, healthy relationships and
dating violence is an important focus for health education and
screening for our teams. As a citizen, supporting organizations that

work to right some of the many injustices | see in society is key for
me. | am proud to be both a donor and a board member of such an
important organization, which works to advance social justice and
promote healthy lives across the country. Keep up the great work,
BWJP!”

Julie Cousler, donor
Education Plus Health

Pennsylvania School-Based Health Alliance

George Kaiser Family Foundation
BWJP received funding from the George Kaiser Family Foundation to assess domestic
violence service provision and Statewide Policies in Tulsa, OK.

Allstate Foundation

This groundbreaking collaboration generously funded and supports the hosting of the
Allstate Foundation’s Moving Ahead Workbook on The Learning Community platform.
This collaboration not only enhances the resources available on our platform but also
reinforces the commitment to community education on intimate partner violence.

Hugh J. Andersen Foundation

The Increasing Minnesota Professional Advocates’ Capacity to Thrive (IMPACT) project
is a collaboration that involves partnering with three domestic violence direct service
organizations to confront barriers in the legal systems.

NFL Foundation

Recognizing the work and the impact of survivors who have been criminalized because
of their abuse, the NFL Foundation donated to support the work of the National Defense
Center for Criminalized Survivors.
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Amy Sanchez
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How to
Support Us

Kenneth Noyes Donate via our

website, follow and
share us on social
media, or educate
yourself and others on
GBV topics using the
available resources on
our website.
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Want to join our community?
Email us at communications@bwjp.org for more information.
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